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Well, I just read an interview with a
headline that started out, “Lesbian DJ … la
la la” I’m like, “Oh, that’s so bad.” That’s
a bit harsh. It’s not that I’m ashamed of it,
it’s just, is that necessary? Why do people
write that like that? Is that relevant? 

I think it depends on the publication
and the audience.

I think that’s so tacky. It’s almost like
saying, “She’s up for grabs” or “She’s a
piece of meat.” You never see headlines
that read “Homosexual Peter Rauhafer.” I
just think it’s derogatory. 

I would have gone with “Dyke DJ,”
frankly. “Dyke DJ Dominates!”

(laughs) Yeah – that’s better!

I think that maybe because you’re a
woman in a very male-dominated field,
some publications find a need to trum-
pet that. I know here at Watermark it’ll
come up, but it certainly won’t be the
headline by any means.

See, I don’t think that stuff is impor-
tant, I think it’s about why you’re calling
me. It’s about the music, it’s about work. In
the article they asked if I was in a relation-
ship and how I juggle time. Is that impor-
tant? I guess that’s what people want to
know, but is that what we really need to
talk about?

True, but on the flip side, cause I
love to play devil’s advocate, you your-
self admitted that your personal life is
affecting your work in a good way.

But people don’t need to know why.
When Junior has a great night, it’s proba-
bly because he’s in a good mood. They
don’t need to know why.

There’s something about American
culture, when it comes to celebrity and
fame.  We want to know as much about

the people we admire. 
To feel close to them. I know.

I read that you have some dissatis-
faction with the circuit community. 

Not with the circuit community. It’s
more about the drugs, the excessiveness of
them all and what it’s done to circuit parties.

Do you think that circuit parties
could exist, though, without the drugs?

No. Drugs have been around for years.
I’m not saying party drug free, I’m not
saying party with drugs. It is what it is.

But has it gotten out of hand?
I just think crystal is so bad. I mean …

coke and beer was one thing.  People par-
tied all night and went home. Now there’s
no moderation.

You’re definitely doing much more
“peak hour” performances rather than
after-hours events.

It’s because I don’t want to be up in
that element anymore. I’m drug free. It’s
not a place where I like to be. I have to
enjoy myself too.

That’s one thing I always like about
watching you spin. You’re always having
a great time.

Yup. I love what I do!

Tracy, the theme of our issue is
“Girls Gone Wild.” What do you do to
get wild?

Wild? Those days are over for me! I
don’t know if I’m such a wild girl any-
more. A wild night for me is going to the
park with my dog! God, I sound so old.

So, you used to be a wild girl.
Well, yeah, I was a trouble-maker. I

was one of those kids that always had to
have attention. I was the class clown. But
I’ve grown out of that. W

YOUNG from page 8

tions would you offer to someone who’s
just at the start of their adult film
career?

Well, obviously you can tell I’m very
passionate against unsafe sex movies. My
recommendations would be to work for the
good companies and know your value and
know your worth because we need you as
much as you need us. Models are very
important – it’s important to keep models
happy. You need to work with companies
that treat you good. You need to take care
of yourself on the set and doing quality
products that are safe and won’t hurt you.

I don’t want to turn into a preacher –
I’m a fucking drag queen pornographer, for
God’s sake – but there’s an obligation that
we have to protect people in the workplace.
Just as much as you do in a welding factory
— people wear goggles and masks while
they’re welding, I feel that people need to
wear condoms when they’re fucking.

Why do you think barebacking films
have risen in popularity?

Of course they have because they make
a lot of money. A lot of times, these people
who make these movies, that’s what they
really are caring about more than protecting
their models. I make a little less money
but I can feel good about myself when I
go home.   

Have you seen Bolt? If you like
watersports scenes, it has an amazing one.

As you well know, this is our “Girls
Gone Wild” issue. What do you do to
get wild? But considering what you do
for a living, Maybe I should ask you the
flip, because, obviously, people see what
you do for a living.

What do I do to relax – that’s the
question! Me considering something wild
– I’ve seen it all – so nothing really is wild
to me. I’d rather just be with my friends
and go on a nice trip to Paris and go wild
with my credit card. That’s about as wild
as I get. w

CHI CHI from page 3
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Golden Globe and Oscar pre-shows, where
she would ask stars if they were carrying
weed and what they thought about her
gown.

Along the way, the comedienne has
emerged as a star herself — maybe just one
who will never see the inside of Gwyneth’s
home. Griffin heads to Clearwater’s Ruth
Eckerd Hall on Friday, June 3, and
Orlando’s Hard Rock Live on Saturday,
June 4.

WATERMARK: First of all, how are you
doing?
KATHY GRIFFIN: I’m fine. I’m going
blind in my right eye, but I’m fine, really. 

What exactly is wrong?
I have a condition called “epithelial

cell in-growth” and I got it after having a
couple of Lasik surgeries. I had Dr. (Robert
K.) Maloney — who does the people on
Extreme Makeover — but I’m not saying
it’s his fault. I’m just saying that if I could
do it all over again, I would never have had
the surgery in the first place — ever. 

If you’re asking my opinion about
Lasik, I would say just keep your glasses
and skip the surgery in the first place. So,
now I’m going in for my fifth surgery on
my eye. 

I have to admit that when I saw you
weeping on Entertainment Tonight last
week, I had a real Kathy Griffin
moment. I saw you crying and all I could
think of was, “Damn. I’ll never get that
interview.” See? I turned your tragedy
into something about me!

I’m so proud of you! 

That’s why it was so important for
me to act sympathetic with my first
question.

You sounded good! Very sincere.

You sounded really sad on
Entertainment Tonight. 

You know who I am — I love the cam-
era. I would have cried until they turned off
the cameras. If I had caught the stitches in
my eye on the door knob, I would have
made it to that interview.

So, you’re getting surgery between
now and the time that you’re visiting
Orlando and Clearwater. Are you going
to be OK?

I keep telling the doctor that I have
these dates to play and that they’re really
important to me, but he says I’ll be able to
make it and that I’ll be fine. But he’s put-
ting 45 stitches in my eye. Think about that
— 45 stitches. In my eye.

Have you ever performed in
Orlando or Clearwater before?

I have the honor of having the most
pitiful parade ever at Disney-MGM
Studios. I was invited and so I flew down,
but I thought, “You know, I’ll bet they’re
expecting Kathy Lee Gifford.” So, my
brother and my sister-in-law are with me,

and I’m in the car waving, and I feel com-
pelled to start shouting out my credits. “I’m
on Suddenly Susan!” People are just look-
ing at me weird. It was awful.

You’ll be here for Gay Days
Weekend. Why do you think you appeal
to gay men?

I love my gays! Gays get me and I
know why. No. 1, I am the girl who gay
guys took to prom. I have always been
comfortable with gay people because we
have the same view on things: We were the
outsiders looking in on the cool kids. We’re
strugglers and we struggle together.

And gay audiences are absolutely the
best because they will just go there with
you. If you appall them, then they like you
for appalling them. I hate the PC movement
and I think a lot of gay guys do too. 

You’ll find them in Clearwater too.
Tell me about Clearwater.

Well, Ruth Eckerd Hall — faaaaab-
ulous venue. Comfortable seats and not a
bad one in the house. Clearwater is also
the home of Scientology.

Oh my God! 

I forgot to ask if you’re a
Scientologist. Bad move. But wait — you
diss Nicole Kidman, so you can’t be.

No. But let’s get back to this
Clearwater thing. Is the town run by
Scientologists?

They just own property there.
It sounds like they chose the name,

though. Think about it: Clearwater. Clear
Water. 

It’s beautiful.
And a little scary too. Think about it:

Clearwater. I can’t wait to get there.

You’ll have to excuse me, Kathy. I
actually wrote out some questions. I’ve
been doing that since my horrible inter-
view with Bernadette Peters.

Really? She’s a gay icon!

And she had nothing to say. I got so
nervous that all I could do was talk
about laundry. I’m nervous now, but I’m
in pure star-fucker mode today.

I’m so flattered.

You know how much I your DVD,
Allegedly? I actually paid for a copy.

I love you! Seriously, this is my
favorite interview of all time.

But one thing that bothers me about
Allegedly: How busy do your attorneys
stay? I mean, it seems like you’re always
on the verge of a slander suit.

Let’s just say that my lawyers are very
busy. But I want you to know that I’m not
really into porn but I love Larry Flynt. I
love him so much for what he did. The
People vs. Larry Flynt — it’s all about free
speech and opinions. What I say is my
opinion, not fact. If I call someone a bitch,

then it’s my opinion that she’s a bitch —
not a fact. And I do it in jest. And I’m such
a fan. I’ll make fun of Celine Dion, but
when she opens in Las Vegas, I’m the first
one to buy tickets.

In The D-List on Bravo, you tell a
great story about performing at an
AmFAR benefit and totally dissing
Sharon Stone’s heart-felt rendition of
John Lennon’s Imagine. Did you ever
hear from Sharon again?

I heard not a hide nor hair from her for
a year and a half. Two days after the special
premiered on Bravo, I’m seated next to her
at a fashion show. I’m like, this is my
nightmare.

So, her sister brings it up and Sharon
smiles that fake smile and says, “Oh, did
you perform Imagine in your show?” I’m
like, “Don’t shit a shitter.” It turns out that
they both had watched it. They were so
busted. But she didn’t yell at me. She could
have.

You and I have yet another thing in
common: We both hate Renee Zellweger.
Did you see her marriage to Kenny
Chesney coming?

No! I mean, she met him at a tsunami
relief concert. I mean, really. You know that
I got Renee all kinds of pissed at me?

You are the wind beneath my wings..
Seriously, I get interviewed by People

Magazine, and I make an off-handed com-
ment that Renee is getting so goddamn
skinny that she’s starting to look like the
long-lost Olsen Triplet. So, her assistant
calls to get my address so she can send
something. This is cool. 

So, I get the most gigantic bouquet of
roses from her, and the card is hand-written
— not typed out by the florist: “To Kathy
Griffith.” She can’t even get my fucking
name right and adds, “Warmest regards,
Renee.” It’s so clearly a “fuck you” kind of
note.

And my mom’s saying, “Oh, Kathleen,
she’s a fan!” But I’m telling her, “Mom,
this is her way of telling me to kiss her
ass.” 

Do you have American Idol fever
like I do?

You know who I’m all about? Paula
Abdul. She was obviously so busted by
Corey Clark. I mean, they have the phone
records, but still people are sympathetic
toward her. I have a theory why: She
appeals to everyone who has slept with the
wrong guy. I mean, we all have that corn-
rowed ghetto guy somewhere in our past,
the one who we pray will never call us
again. Paula reminds us of that. 

You know, I’m excited to play in
Clearwater for one other main reason: I get
to perform in the same hall that Kelly
Clarkson played in. There was only one
real American Idol and that was Kelly. I
liked Tracheotomy Boy this season and I
liked Bo Bice, but I would really like to see
a birth certificate on that one. 

It’s nice that they’re letting 40-year-
olds take part, isn’t it?

Absolutely. And Carrie Underwood —
at least you get the impression that Bo has
heard his songs before he sang them. I
really think that when Carrie sang
MacArthur Park a few weeks ago that she
believed someone actually left a cake out in
the rain. 

One more thing: I’m so glad that
you won The Mole. I also wanted you to
win on Average Joe. 

I love reality television, but I am tired
of really stupid people on those shows. I
mean, there was an episode of Big Brother
where they were debating if Lincoln was
the first president. You never hear of any-
one expressing how difficult it is to live
without reading a newspaper. That’s what
they have to do. Just once on America’s
Next Top Model, I want to hear them dis-
cussing a border dispute in Kashmir.

Say, Kathy, don’t you have a reality
series coming up? 

We are all about segue ways! I have a
six-episode series, Living the D-List, on
Aug. 3 on Bravo. On one night, it’s going
to be all Kathy Griffin on Bravo that night.

Isn’t Bravo one of those new gay
channels now?

You’d think! I even brought that up
with the people at Bravo and they told me
that it isn’t a gay channel. But they
“super-serve” the gay audiences. Whatever
that means. W
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KATHY GRIFFIN
CLEARWATER: 8 p.m., Friday, June
3. Tickets, $29.75-$40. Call (727) 791-
7400.
ORLANDO: 8 p.m., Saturday, June
4. Tickets, $36.50. Call (407) 351-LIVE.

KATHY GRIFFIN says she’s such a fan of stars —
even American Idols.
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