riKs'1T BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHULUOTA

Chulvota 1st Baptist Church:
- 104 and still growing

When the First Baptist Church
of Chuluota dedicates its new
recreational building next Sun-
day, it will be the latest in the
development of a church who's
history spans 104 years.

.~ infaet, the hisiory i Chuluota
and the history of the First
Baptist Church are virtually one
in the same.

It all started shortly after the
Civil War, when several families
residing in Whiteville, N.C., left
their homes by boat and
journeyed to Mellonville, Fla.,
{now Sanford). From there, they
made their way to Solary's
Wharf on Lake Jessup and
completed their long journey to

' the north side of Lake Pickett by
oxen and cart.

Dependant on faith in God to
sustain them through the hard
times that usually befell settlers
of untamed lands, these nine men
and their wives immediately
joined together to form a church.
The charter members were W.C.
Jacobs and wife Doreas; G.M.
Jacobs and wife Pollyanna; J.F.
Harrell and wife Martha; Albert
Roberts and wife Ann; P.J.
Jacobs and wife Mary; T.P.
Long and wife Prudence; D.F.
Simmons and wife Mary Ann;
Dave Mizelle and wife Angeline;
and William Tay.or and wife
Mary.

The first church meetings
were held in the log eabin home
of W.C. Jacobs. Soon, however,
the men began to cut logs and
start a church building. Thick
boards called “puncheons,” hewn
from logs by a broad ax, were
used for flooring. Since nails and
spikes weren't available, these
early settlers made wooden pegs
and bored holes in the floor and
sills to aeccomodate them.
Benches were alse constructed
by hand from logs.

Finally, the new strueture was
covered with home-made shin-
gles fashioned from cypress trees
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that were found to be im such
abundance, and the building was
ready for ia first services.
Bome Ume luter, the [Eitle
choreh was abapdosed and a new
chureh was erecied an the east

_side of the site the church is
lpeated on  today, near the
intersection of SR 419 and Lake
Mills Rd. The new bullding
served a dusl purpose.school
five days a weelk, six months oul
of the year, and church serviess
ance & monih, .

- Several years later, a4 man
namsd Machon eame to Chaluesia
and built 2 sawmill. For the first
time, maching  sawed Jumber
b ilabde. O q ly.

a new church was begus..this

ane o actually  bave glss

windows_n Chuluwota first.
Church members had to be
very carefal of their behavies s
the early daye sll the more so
hecause in such o small
community il was dillicull 1o hide
anyiling. Thos: whos sondoet
was in guestion would be
brought up before the church
eounedl, snd i he didn't
aeknowledge his sin and repent,
church members wiald  with-
draw fellowship. -
Dwring this period, "LUinde
Hamp™ Bradiord tamght singing
by uliliting the oaly musieal
insiremeni available_.a funing
fork. Uncle Hamp wouhl Peid omse
line of & somg and the
congrogation woanld sing it
repelitinesly until the song was
learned. W.C. Jacobs, who hy
then was known as “Grondpap-

v, ealled the meetiogs to order

by ringing & small kand bell. The

eongregation wis seled wider
the fickering bight of small

Eersnne I.lm.'pi attached 1o the

wall by swinging brackets,

There wers severnl unusual
things aboui the services at the
First Baptist Chiarch of Chulsats
in those early years, For ome, the
men and the women weren't
allwed 10 sit together. As
famdlics entered the front door,
the men would file to the rFight
side and the wamén to the left.
The “mursery” consisted of
homemade guilts stretched out in
the back of the chiech, the
youngsters hept qulet by being
fed homvemade molasses cookies

Farther growth seon necessd-

|Cant. irom page 1]

tated the building of 2 new
siractizre, a much larper Building
loeated adjacent to the present
church. In that building, for the
first time. organ music was heand
in the farm of an old feshiosed
pedal organ played by Mrs.
Frank Phillips, the frst church
mugsicisn. Sunday school classes
were held ander the spreading
oaks aulside. [L had then bestome
& custom o hold serviees twiee &
meonth and join together  for
“dinner on the ground.” A long
tahle with benches and o shelter

_was erectid on the grounds, and
familSes would come from adl
aroumd  with baskets  full of
bomemede goodies and dishes of
wild game that abounded in the
vountryside,

Uniil the prosent hudlding was
campleed, baptisms were held in
a nearby lake. But as the
mid-fifties approached and Chu-
lusta bogan Lo experiesce
soenwrthing of & building boom,
the wold building became
inadequate.

Hao in 1966, the present white
mnd green eomerete block First
Baptist Church was started with
the congregation and five
piosisr membsrs present. At 84
vaars of age, the groand was
braken by Mrs. Maggie Bentley.
Dther longtime members presest
were Mra. Priscills Hodges, Mrs.
Willism Jaeobs, Mrs. Josis
Prevatt and Mrs, Annde Jaoohs.
Wialter Rowth was the pustor,

Gearge Maurice Jacobs

- brought tbe biocks and other

building malerials s By LrFuek,
and the materinls for the inside
of the strecture were cut from
pine timber dosaied by Annie
Jaeoka, Much ol the Interior
eonestrisction wos doeme By Mr.
J.C. Barringion. then T8 years af

ape, The builifine wis completed
and dedirated vme yenr later, in
1856, Im 1B8.. the edecatjonal
wisg was stvod undor the
leadership of Rev. Charles

Swaggerty. Hev. Swaggerty
then left the Chuleols church te
complete his edwestion, bt
returgsd In 1968 and hes been
pastor of the charch ever since.
Rev, Swaggerty said the mw,
serden-pnclosed hallding behind
the ehureh will be wsed primarify
for recreation and eookaouls, amd
will be dedicated with a barbocue
lumch next Sunday, May 29
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