L."Apopka.
Woes Not*
Answered

By DON RIDER
" Staff Writer

WINTER GARDEN —
State Board of Health offi-
cials have problems instead
of answers on the questum
of why fish die 'in Lak.e
Apopka.

K. K. Hufstutler, SBH d.l.-
rector of water pollution con-
trol, this morning told a
public meeting here that his
land - other ,m:& _agencies
don’t have the sofution-to
the pollution of the big lake
in West Orange County.

Studies since the mjrsterl-
|ous kill of millions of shad
last May and J'm show the

*

introduce h}rat.mr.hl into the
lake.

The ‘man ‘with this ndu.
| blamed hyacinth and rough
fish eradication programs
for the lake's present condi-
tion.

Hufstutler said that hya-
cinths would reduce the al-
gae in the lake but only if
the hyacinths themselves
were mechanically removed,
from the lake.

If the lake could » be
drained, Hufstutler _ex-
plained, the sun would oxi-
dize the muck and form a
solid surface on which gras-
ses could be planted before
refilling it. Itwould also
flush out all the nu‘-trL
suspended .in the lake™ at
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present, producing too much
algae.

At the time they killed the
hyacinths it seemed like the
thing to do, and’immediate
effects were good, he sald,
but now it is being discov-
ered that new problems
were created.
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Hufstutler's theory Is that
the lake is its own worst
enemy — that it is a dying
lake almost filled with muck.
He called it a “ecrying
shame' that the million and
a half pounds of rough shad
killed last spring were not
removed from the lake.

He said that their decay-
ing bodies put back into the
lake a half-million pounds of
nutrients and a hundred
thousand pounds of oils, all
of which added to the re-
production of algae.

Ed Zagar, State Game and
Fresh Water Fish Commis-
sion biclogist, said that the
algae suspended in the wa-
ter keep the sunlight off the
bottom and thereby prevents
the growth of grasses that
would help keep the water
in balance.

He also said that the bot-
tom has three inches to six
feet of a moving sludge that
shifts with the wind and be-
low this a muck bottom
maybe 30 feet deep. It is
impossible, he said, to grow
bottom vegetation under

these_ conditjons.
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Stressing his belief that
the pollution of the lake is
negligible, Hufstutler prom-
ised to eat any fish taken
from Apopka. He suggested
that in order to restore the

confidence of the public in
the cleanliness of the lake
that fish camp operators
hold a fish fry on the shore.

Bob Sherman, spokesman
for the camp aperators, said
they would like to oblige ex-
cept that fishing had been so
poor lately they can't fry,
enough fish for a fish fry.

Hufstutler's division of the
SBH in co-operation with a
new water pollution depart-|
ment set up by Orange Coun-.
ty will intensify their efforts
to police the introduction of

muckland farmers
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wastes from agriculture, in-
dustry and municipalities in-
to the lake.

The SBH official said they

were receiving good co-oper-
ation from all those who had
interests around the lake. -
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To those who blame the
in tha

Zellwood area Hufstutler
said that the SBH has or-
dered spraying over the lake
to cease under threat of ar-

rest and loss of pilot's -
cense for violation.

C. W. Sheffield, director of
the new county pollution con-
trol, added that the Beau-
clair Canal is considered
part of Lake Apopka and
comes under the SBH pro-
hibition on spraying.

Hufstuter concluded that
they needed to bring in a lot
more experts before serious-
ly considering draining tha
lake or reintroducing hya-
cinths or any of the other
radical ideas that were dis-
cussed. i

' The SBH called thls morn-
ing's meeting to report on
rrogress toward solving the
problem of the ]ake 5 deter-
ioration.
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