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IKTRODUCTION

The Seminole Soil Conservation District was organized
October 15,1948. The District was organized in accordance with
the provisioné of the Florida Soil Conservation Distriects Law,
Chapter 582, Acts of 1937 with amendments, for the purpoae; ﬁith
the powers, and subjeet to the restrictions set fprth therein.

The Seminolé Soil Conservation District is cdmpésed of all
lands lying within the boundaries of Seminole County, Florida.
Jeminole County was created in 1913 and orgsnized in August 1213,
As defined by its present boundaries, the county contaihs approxi-
mately 205,440 acres orv321 équare miles, In a Norﬁh and.South
direction it has a miméxum maximum length of 16 miles and its
greatest width is about 28 mileé. It is boﬁnd on»the North and -
East by the St. Johns River, on the West by the wWekiva River and
Orange County, and on the South by Oragge County.

The climate in Seminole County is Semi-tropical with an
average temparuture of anproximataly 72 degreea. The average
rainfall ror the past twenty-six year period is 49.59 inches
per year.

Major cities and towns include 8 Sanford, Longwood, Fern “ark,
Casselberry, Forest City, Oviedo, Chuluota, Iake Hary, and Altamonte
Springs. The ponulation of the Seminole Distriet is now 63, 500 and.

still increasing at a very rapid rata.v



The livegtock in the district consists of approximately 15,&00
beel cattle and'iéggsgﬂdairy COWS. Therg are about 12 large poultry
farms, mainly for egg production, in this district. The combined
production of the beef, dairy, and poultrg industries amounts to
over $1.7 million each year,

Citrus is the lesding éoney cro@ in this district. The anprox-
imately 20,000 acres planted to citrus produced about $4.3 million
dollars worth of citrus in 1969. Seminole county ranks 4th in the
value of vegetables for sale., There are approximately 6,070 acres
of 1apd devoted to the production of miscellaneous truck crops eéch
: yeér. The main crops consist of; Celery, Cabbage, Lettuce, Corn,
Beans, and carrots. The value of the vegetables produced in Seminole
county in 1960 amounted to approximately $3.2 million. The sales
from the Ornamental Nurseries amounts to nearly $2.” miliion each
year.

II Soil and Vater Conservation Problems

The major problems with which the district will endeavor to
assist landowners are; water éontrol, land use, soil depleation,
erosion control (Wind Water), pasture development, Wildlife and
recreational area development, and proper development of rural areas,

A., Use and Trecatment of Cropland,

1. How Crops. The row crops in this district amounts to
over 6,000 acres and consists athat entirely of miscellaneous truck
erops. Thavvﬂst majority of these crops are produced on class 1V
land continuously year after yesar. Thes: soils are lacking in organic

matter; very cdmpaot; and are genernlly heavily infested with nemeafodes,



The truck crop lands are nearly level to gently sloning ardvroquiré
both drainage and irrigation in order to produce crops efrectivély.
A systom of tiles is used for water control on these lands. The tile
lines =re generally installed on a 20 foot spacing and covered with
saw-dust or gravel, as the filtering materisl. Flowing wells are used
ag the source of water for irrigstion., There are over 3,000 flowing
wells in this district being used for irrigation purposes. There are
estimeted to be over 500 broken-off or abandonded flowing wells that
are creating a.serious problem tn this disérict. A large number of
these sbandoned wells, eospecially in the Geneva ares and the Blaékv
Hammock area are now producing highly saline water that is not usuable
for man, crops, or livestuck. ¥Further agricultural and industrial
develonment and excessive use and waste of the artecsian water can be

increase :
expected to xmdusm the areass of highly saline water and reduce the
present areas of usuable water. A serious curteilment of agricultural
operations will undoubtedly result unlass'necesaary precautions are
taken to properly clese these zbandonded flowing wells,

2. The approximately 20,000 acres of citrus land is

generally hish, well drained soils that require good protection

from wind and water. The planting of leguminous cover crops, i rrigation

during dry seasons, and internal drainage on many of the marginal
type citrus lands are needed to nrotect and improve these lands.

3. ‘Thg ornamental nurseries cover only a small area of
land and are normally managed in such & manner as to prevent any
serious problems with soil and water. Providing an adeguate amount of
good water for irrigstion during the dry seasons is the most serious

problem for the ornamental nuseries.
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B. Use and Treatment of Pasture Laﬁd.

1. Since the district was ormenized in 1948 éver 14,300
acres of woodland, cronland, and rengeland have been converted td
improved pagture land. Water Control is the major factor or problem
facing the cattlemen and dairymen in this district. The vést majority
of the pastures are plagted oun class_lv goils that are nearly level
to gently slopiAZ?generally maintain high weter tables., The removal
of excess surface water during the rainy seasonse is escential in
order for the grasses to grow satisfactorily and maiatein a good sod
on the ground. During extremsly dry seasons it i1s slso necessary to
apply supplemental water to a lairge nortion of the pesturelsnd in
order to grow leguninous plants such as clo§er along with the grasses
effectively. The district will endeavor to sesist the ranchers and
Gairymen ﬁith proper water control on their pesstures by providing
technical assistnnce‘with the design and installation of adequate
drainage systems, irrigation systems, and the neces-ary wﬁtar control
structures, ‘

2. Wative Range land, There are approximately 8,000 acres
of native range lend in this disﬁrict. These lands sre nredominately
over-flow lands along the St. Johns River, lLakes Jessup, Harney, Monroo;
and ?uzzie. These rangelands are normally covered with over-flow
water from on? to six months each yesar; therefore, grazing is limited
to about 6 or 8 months each year. The most of these soils contain
'_hlgh concentrations of éhloridas and tha.varietias of native weeds

and grasses are somewhat curtailed. Overgrazing has caused meny of




the native grasses that weawe palatable and useful to livestock to
decrease thus allowing the non-palatable ones such as needle graasv
to increase. The district will provide technical assistance to

the owners of these rangelands with management practices to impwove
the ranges such as; Controlled burning, Limited or controlled grazing,
Periodic mowing or chopping to eliminate or control undesirabla weeds
and grasses, and limited surface drainage ditches.

>3. Wildlife Iand. There are over 12,000 acres of land
in this district that is best mikked suited for wildlife and water
storage areas., These areas COnsists mainly of; Swamps, Bay Heads,
and intermittent pond areas., Cyprus, Gum, Bay, Myrtle and other
water loving trces and bmush are predominate over these areas and
provide some feed und good protection for birds angjgzzms of wildlite,
The timber resources from these areas are of very little commercial
value, The district will provide assistance to the owners of these
lands mainly through training and guidance in fire prevention, nrevention
of over-drainage, and the needs for planting wildlife food strips
adjoining to these areas to provide supplemental fced for birds and
game animals,.

C. Forest and Woodlend.

There are approximately 84,000 acres of land in this
district devoﬁeﬁ to forest and woodland production. These areas are
primarily 1ocatad on class 1V or flat-woods type of soils. The
product from these areas i:= primarily pulp-wood; hawover, sav- logs
or lumber products has considerable importance., The chief problems
on these areas consist of damage by undcntrolled fires, excessive

grazzing, and too much weter during the rainy seasons. The district



will endeavor to assist the owners of these woodland areas by
providing technical assistance with the @aﬁagemant‘and 1nstallation‘
of the conservation practices that are necessary to maintain and
improve these woodland producing aress, The practices mostly generally
'required are; the construction of fire breasks to prevent severe
demages normally caused by uncontrolled fires; Controlled burning to
" insure better natural reforestation; and the prevention of excessive
grazing by licestock,
D. Other ILands,

1. In Farms., Other lands in farms consist of;Farmsteads,
Famm roads, Holding and loading pens, wildlife areas, and etc, There
are a proximately 12,000 acres of wildlife habitats, as mentioned above
under wildlife, and approximately 3,000 acres of land in farms baiﬁa
used for other miscellaneous purposes. Erosion caused by unregulated
run-off is the main problem in tﬁese lgnds. Technical sssistance will
be provided these owners with the proper care, treatment, end control
of Tun-off &k from farmsteads, farm roads, and with the other lands in
farms,

2. Not in Farms. There are approximately 6,000 acres of
land in this district not in farms. These lands conéist of; giig pits,
Dumps; Parks, Cemétarias, Country Clubs, Highways & Reilroads, and
Rural Developments. The clay pits and dumps creates many problems
and better management practices of land smoothing and the planting
of trees around these areas after completing the removal operations
is baﬁly needed. Serious erosion frequently occurs, during 1nten;1fied
rainfall, on the shoulders of county roads and hirhways. The local

Board slso provides county officials with available tecchneal knowledge»



with prevention and curtailment of these problems.
B, Water Use and Magement. Ponds, Lakes, and Streams

The Seminole district is very fortunate in Weving a large
number of lakes including Lakes Jessup, Monroe, and Harney; thre§ small
or medfum size streams, and approximately 35 miles of the St. Johns
River. These ponds, lakes, streams, and river provides good fishing
boating, water skiiing, and other forms of wholesome recreation for
over 125,000 people who live within a radius 35 miles. As the population
in this area continues to increase at a verylrapid rate more and better
recreational facilities will be required. The district will encourage
and assist individual landowners in developing these nceded areas by
providing taahnioél assistance and resources made available to the
district by the t chnicians of the 811 @onservation Service.

F, Rural Area Develonment

The population of this district has more than doubled
within the past few years and consequently housing developments, and
small farms or part-time farms from 2 to 5 acres are constantly
inereasing. These rural arca developments are creaiihs another problem
in this ﬂistrict. Water control, adquate drainage during floodingor
peak rainfall and a lack of sufficient good water for 1rrigation and
home consumption during the extremely dry seasons is the major problem.
The distriet will provide guidance and technical assistance to county
officials and to the individusl groups within the developments in
solving these problems with the ijdea of conserving both soil and water
to the maximum extent. Sevefal of tha recent hausing developments have
been made in areas not adapted for such purposes consequently more
prdbiams are c;eated. Many acres of the more productive farm land have

also been lset to new developments when there are many areas of well




drained soils in this district that will not produce uwmltiral
erops econvmically; however, are more tavoxjably sdapted for these
developnents, Proper Loning of these areas, based onm land capablility,
would aid tremendously in keeping our batter fam land for agricul-
tural purposes.

111~ Brief History on Progreas to date.

4. As of Januaxy 1, 1963 this district had on resord 366 aooper-
ators with a total of approximately 62,178 acres.

5. 4s of Jenpary 1, 1963 there were 328 Basic conservation farm
plans covering approximetsly 55,578 scres worked out with locel cooper-
ators. :

¢. Two applications for Waterched projects were subaitted lsst
year, These applications were for the Peonlahetehe river bvesin and
for the lisktiva river basin.

D, Some of the major conservation practices being applied on the
jend in thisz district are; Cover Cropping, Crop Residue Use, Bedding or
erowning to remove excess surface water, Construction of Mains & lLaterals,
Soepsge irrigation systenms, :—:%wmu for water contrdl, Tile systems
for hoth drainage and irrigation purposss, Sprinkler irrigotion systems,
pasture Planting, Construction of firsbreaks, Gontrolled Burning, “lanting
of Wildlife Food areas, snd the stocking of farm femily fish ponds.

Anenaha assisting with the establishment of these practices
include; Bxtension Service, Farmers Home Admimistration, 4508, =md the
Florids ?eﬂsz Bervice,
1V, HResocurces Aveilable

A. ¥rom the County.

For the psst two yesrs the Board of County Commissioners

of Seminole County have made available to this district funde mmounting

.




to 495,00 each year., The Vo-ag classes at the Seminole thh Sehool
and at the Senford Junior High School have been very helpful in
promoting and tesching conservation in their clssses. The County
Sehool Superintendent served as & district supervisor for several
years and has a thorough knowledge of the purposes smd cbjectives of
Soil Conservotion Distriets. Vany toachers through-out the public
school syatem teaches conservation to some degree auring their rezular
elassroom instruction. The local techniciane assigned to this district
work very closely with local school effieials, s2nd render technical
assistance regarding 5e0il % VWater Concservation probleme whenever requested,
Loeal oivie ¢lubs, Garden clubs, and churches eoconerate with the
digtrict in the promotion of omsamtimv activities within this
district. The county asgent and his steff also provides valuable sssistance
to the distriect,

B. From the State,

The State Soil Conservation Board provides valuable assistance
to the district with the publication of the annual report, by providing
informstion and advice when requested, and by keeping the distriot
board of supervisors informed on Soll and Water sctivities within the
“gate, The Florida Forestry “ervice and the loocal Central Florids
Experiment Stetion also aids greatly towards accomplishments being
made by this distrioct,

C. Federal Pesources Aveailable to the district are;

Specinlists assigned to the /Area and State Staffs of the

Soil Conservation Service; The loesl representative of the Farmers iome

Administretion; snd the local & ASCS representative.
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V. Proposed objectives end solutions

A. Encourage all cooverators and other 1énd owners to use
their land in accordsnce with its capability and to treat ¥k it in
accordance with its needs for protection and improvement. Most of
the eropland in this district is class 1V land, In order for these
eroplands to continue to be productive leguminous cover crops, crop
rosidne use, sod-based rotations, and better water management must be
provided, On the pastureland rotational grazing, better management in
fertilization and meintenance, snd more adequate water control measures
must be provided., Natural reforestation, fire break construction, and
controiled burning are the conservation practices needed on the woodland
aress in thie district., The district will provide technical assistance
aﬁd guidance to these land owners in the proper care and use of their
lands with te&hnicians provided by the Soil Conservation Service.
tands :

B. Water management-individual farms

Unon receiving requests from cooperators and other land gf

owners for tachnical assistance with drainage, irrigation, wildlife
and recreational and other requeats on watar‘mnnagsment piorities
w'1] be established by the board of supervisors, The local techniqians
assigned to this distriét will be géven the requests and instructed to
procede with the servieing and epplication of the requesté. This will
include preliminary fmvestigstions, topographical surveys, design and
staking out of the system, supervision during comstruction, and gﬂtharins
other information that may be noeded to insure proper use and treatment
of land and water resources.

¢, HWatershed Protection and Flood Prevention

There are three major watersheds thnt are potential watershed

projects in this district. All three of these watersheds extends over
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into Orange county. The Iittle Wekiva River Basin has a watershed

~ area of approximately 97,325 acres of which approximstely 22,125 acres

are in the Seminole district. The Eeconlockhatchee River kxakk basin

contains a watershed of approximately 156,167 acres of which 29,767

acres are in this district. The Howell Creek Bagin has atwatershed

area of approximately 38,800 acres. Applications for Federal assistance
under the Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention Act P/L - 566 were
submitted last yeary jointly with the Orange Distriet, for the Wekiva
River and the Teonlockhatchee River ! atersheds.

Proper treatment of these watersheds will insure adequate drainage,
alleviate the hazzards of flooding, pto%ide resivors and water storage
areas, improve wildiife and racreational facilities, and insure =n
adequate supply of good quality water for industrial and munioipal uses,

Severe damages to homes, roads, and famm lends by recent floods '

have caused ,the majority of the local people, to realize the needs

~for developing watersheds. The over-all interest is greater now than

ever .
k=x before in an overall or county-wide water control program, The

 loeal legislators have been instructed to enaect the nacessary measures

é;vat will enable this district to have a county-wide water control

f;_ D. Operation Precedures

The Board of Supervisors of this district will inform all
lénd;ij rs of the services available to them through the following
-“;eus értiqles and inforn stional reports, Talks to the various
!‘fvizatiens. Planned tours and demonstrations, Sponsoring

 # tests in loeél schools, Providing educational materials for

teaching conservation of resources, and by personal contacis

_ g
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with individuals and with groups of landowners.

Applications will be recaivéd by mail or by personal deliVary
tﬁom any landowner, or group of landowners io any one. of the supervisors
or to the loeal uork unit office., After receiving the applications
they will be reviewed, and when the work load indicate a need for satting
pioritées this ﬁill be accomplished by the board,

Technical assistance will be provided the landdwners in working

- out basic conservation farm plans for their farms, fhese plans will
be based on the soil surveys and the capability of the land and will
include the deciaions of the owner as to how the land will ge used and
what conservation practices will be applied on the land.

The distriet will provide the nooeaéary technical advice and
assistance in.the appléeation of consefvation practices to the district
aooperatérs. These technical assistances include; Advice on vegetative
practices and management, fngineering assistance with topographical
gurveys, design, lay-out, and supervision of installation of drainage
systems, irrigation systems, water control structures, and technical

aésistanoe with the development md proper management of woodland,

. wildlife, and recreaticnal areas.

Couperators will bte advised sbout the availability of coast sharing
é@g eredit for conservation practices, Watershed protection and flood
pgiftntion 3» projects by the district supervisors.

\

District owned aquipment'will be made avallable to all cooperators

owners in the distriet, This equipment presently consists of
type mower and one martin-type ditcher and is rented to any
landowngr who needs the eguipment and will pay a small fee to hélp off-set

the eost'\af repair and depreciation,
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The district has co-sponsored two watershed projacts-last yveay
and will either Sponsor or co-sponsor the‘remaining watershed,

The district will Gooperate and work closely with the Area.Re~
developient Administration and Rural Area Development Program. The
population in this distriot hes more than doubled in the past few
years, new industries and housing developments are rapidiy incr@asing
each year. And as these transformstions take place more 1and and water
problems are created. Proper development and treatment of these Rural
areas is a vital link in the over-all conservation progran in this
District,

The Board of supervisors of thja district will hold regularily
scheduled meetingg gach month,

Vi. Obtaining assistance
The local county commissioners and other eounty officials ccoperatea
years provided
with the district and for the past two/have/the distriet with # 495.00

\ in county funds to help with the operations of the district. No State

fior Federal funds are received by this district.
¥ o« Revision
'% This program will continue to be revised from time to time as the
neé§~-rises and ag additional inforsation becomes aveilable, The supervisors
will iulcoma any suggestions or comments ragarding the revisions of this
prOgra§ fron any individuals, groups, or agencies. Such revisions will
be incoﬂjarnted as a part of the district program when adapted by the

aupsrvis&ﬁn.
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V111, Adoption

Recognizing the Seminole Soil Conservation District as a
governmental subdivision of the State of florida, a body and politioc,
organized iﬁ accordance with the provisions of the Florida Soil
Congervation Distriets Law, chapter 582, Acts of 1937, as amended in
1979 and subsequent amendments, for the purpose, with the powers, and
subject to the restrictions set forth therein, the supervisors hereby
adopt this progrem which doseribes the general conditions existing in

the district.

Adopted: Board of Supervisors

3%; 7/&;} Seminole Soll Conservation District é
¥, ;
Sate /WW%MW
: héirman ;

. o T 50

Secretary - (
e M e, (
Witness ( - )
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