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A M A N D A ’S O U T T H E R E !
interviewed by Nan Schultz

Amanda Bearse is well known as the flighty, flaky Marcy
D ’Arcy on T V ’s Mar r i ed.
.
.With Children. Many also know
that she’s very comfortably out as a lesbian. In the past she that I did what I did by making such a public statement.
has stated, “I feel no shame about being a homosexual. I That support continues to this day.
live my life in the light. The more we stand up and be
counted, the harder it will be to discount our community. What about being out in your personal life?
I ’ve been out of the closet for many, many year s, and as
We need to put a face on gay America.” She was an active
people come to know me, they come to know that about me.
participant in this sum m er’s gay pride festivities in New
It’s not something that I wear as a badge or on my sleeve or
York, and she will host Comedy Central’s upcoming gay
anything. It’s definitely a part of who I am, [although] it’s
and lesbian comedy special.
not all of who I am. It’s more like a one-on-one relationship
Many don’t know, however, that Amanda grew up right that I have with people. As you make new friends, you get
here in Central Florida, attending Winter Park High School
and acting at the Central Florida Civic Theater. Her sister
still lives in Winter Park. In conversation, Amanda is funny,
upbeat, intelligent, articulate, and clearly committed to gay
equality. Her comedy special, “Out There II”, will begin
airing on Comedy Central on National Coming Out Day,
October 11.

You also participated at the Gay Games this summer.
How did that feel?
I was very busy with the work that I was doing for “Out
There II” so I didn’t get to go to any of the sporting events.
But I did get to participate in the closing ceremonies at Yan
kee Stadium. I got to walk out onto the field at Yankee Sta
dium all by myself. It was awesome to look up at the thou
sands and thousands of people, mostly gay, and have them
respond to me because of who I am and what I ’ve done.

What about Marcy?
My character is probably the most polar opposite from
the lead character A1 Bundy and that makes for a lot of good
conflict; we just have to find excuses for us to be in the
same room at the same time. I like Marcy very much [al
though] w e’re not really that much alike. We have the same
eye color (laughing)...and the same legs, which they make
fun of, usually on a weekly basis!

Since you came out publicly, what has been the response
o f other cast members?
We know each other very well...and the cast knew that I
was gay before I made that sort of “professional” political
statement last year. They were very supportive of the fact

So, is it important in some larger context?
Yes, I think it’s important first o f all to put more faces to
the gay community because the more of us who are visible
and out there, the harder it is to sort of pass us by. Gay people
are really good at being invisible and what our movement is
about is putting that visibility out there so that we cannot be
discriminated against. It’s easier to discriminate against
something you don’t Know. So, I think in that way, to show
that these are people who are talented, who are funny, who
are working professionally, and who are successful at what
they do, [and] who also happen to be gay, I think it’s an
important statement to make.
I understand you’re going to host the show.
Yes, we taped the show at the Stonewall celebration in
New York City this summer. It went very well; it was an
exciting week to be in New York and be a part of the Gay
Games, as well as the Stonewall event. They deliberately
chose that venue to tape this special. The first “Out There”
was taped on National Coming Out Day in San Francisco
and shown later, so it’s nice that this one will be aired for
the first time on Coming Out Day.

Would you talk a little about your role in the television
series Married...with
hildren?
C
We’re starting our ninth season. Doing a show for 8 years,
all of the characters have evolved in different directions. All
of the women on the show are portrayed as sort of overly
sexed, aggressive “types”. Our show isn’t something you
could call positive when it comes to female role models, but
then I don’t know that it’s positive about male role models
either (laughs). Everybody has their faults...[they are] very
visible to the audience at home...and that’s where we try to
get the comedy from.

What about the future of
ar?
M
I’ll be with the show as long as they’ll have me. I plan on
going down with the ship. [Not only] because it’s been a
great job, but also because of the group of people I’ve been
working with. It’s really sort of a family situation and I ’m
not quick to say goodbye to those folks. Although I do hope
there’s life after Married with Children.

“Out There”. Yes, it was a gay lineup o f talent, both men
and women, and a lot of their material is oriented toward
the fact that these are gay people, but they had great success
in crossing over into the heterosexual audience. Comedy
Central had great response to that show both from a gay and
a straight audience

AMANDA BEARSE HOSTS COMEDY CENTRAL’S SECOND ALL GAY AND
LESBIAN COMEDY SPECIAL, “OUT THERE II”, DEBUTING OCTOBER 11.

to know one another, and certainly that’s something to know
about me.
Do you feel that shows like “Out There II” are good pub
lic relations for gays and lesbians?
Well, most definitely, but it’s not limited to that. That’s
what was so wonderful about the success of the first one,

And the Stonewall activities?
I marched and I got to be onstage at the rally. I hosted an
hour at the grandstand in Central Park. Just to look out over
all those people...unified with one purpose. To say simply,
“Yes. We’re here. Don’t count us out.” It was a very power
ful experience.
You graduated from Winter Park High School. What
impressions do you still carry from there?
I had a wonderful childhood growing up in Winter Park.
It was a wonderful place to grow up...a very safe place for
me so I have a lot of good memories. The strongest one in
terms of high school is that I really got a lot of direction in
my life from one of my teachers there, a woman by the name

Continued Page 3
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FRAN PIGNONE TELLS US
WHAT IT’S ALL ABOUT
by Tom Dyer
Talking with Fran Pignone is like play
ing a good video game. Both are stimulat
ing, unpredictable, and difficult to quit. She
has intelligent, often unexpected opinions,
expressed with none of the conversational
reticence endemic to politicians.
F ran P ig n o n e w ants to be O range
County’s next Chairman; responsible for
8000 employees and a $2 billion budget. She
faces an uphill battle against incumbent
Linda Chapin, who has raised twice the
money and is spending it as the election
draws closer. But Pignone has adopted a bold
“take me as I am” approach to the election,
Preferring to lure voters with her candor
rather than tiptoeing through the campaign
mine field without setting off any voting
blocks.
Pignone is outspoken in her belief that
the present county administration has at
tended to growth and development while
neglecting quality of life issues. A longtime
Orange County resident, she asserts that,
“Since I ’ve been a child, two things have
always been left behind; the declining school
system and the lack of a rich cultural life.”
She’s quick to point out the paradox. “The

stellar landmarks for attracting new business
to a community are the quality of your edu
cation system and the quality of your cul
tural richness.”
Pignone is also outspoken about the loss
of our symphony. “It takes political leader
ship. I was one of the few who voted for that
last $50,000 to try and keep the symphony
alive because I knew intuitively that its easier
to try and keep something alive than to rec
reate it.” She also faults present local gov
ernment for not addressing the issue of a
performing arts center. “I’ve been in Bob
Carr when the sound was so distorted that it
was a worthless experience.”
She faults current leaders for not suffi
ciently tapping some conspicuous local rev
enue sources; Orlando’s mega-tourist desti
nations. “We’re like a third world country.
The conquerors have arrived to extract the
riches, then they go home. Disney, Univer
sal, A nheuser B u sch ...th ey make their
money here, but none of them have their
headquarters here. Each provides enormous
support for the arts in what they perceive as
their home community.”
Inevitably, Pignone has run into a few

mines during the course of her high energy
campaign. Pignone has been criticized by
many for her support of the gay and lesbian
community and participation in June’s Gay
Pride Parade. According to Pignone, some
of this criticism has come from her peers on
the county commission.
But Pignone firmly asserts that, “Politi
cal campaigns ought to be about what’s go
ing on in the community. And among other
things, government ought to be about access
and diversity.”
Pignone’s opinions are often punctuated
by personal experience. “I’ll tell you what I
found to be the most extraordinary thing.
Last summer my son and I were at a mu
seum in New York on a Sunday and we ran
into their Gay Pride Parade. We stayed there
on the sidewalk absolutely spellbound for
three full hours. I’ve never seen such an enor
mous diversity ©f people and such a tremen
dous feeling o f good w ill, am ong the
paraders, the police, the spectators. I was
absolutely transfixed.”
When asked whether politicians had been
present, Pignone nods. “Yes. Every candidate
and elected official was walking in the pa
rade, and probably would have been consid
ered somehow derelict in their duties if they
didn’t. Quite different from what people in
Orange County apparently expect.”
Refreshingly, few of Pignone’s opinions
are restricted to sound bytes. “Some in our
community try to preach a certain moral and
ethic, while at the same time the whole com
munity is changing. These people want to
keep their blinders on. We say out of one
side of our mouth, ‘Move here.. .come here
and have your vacation.. .all of you of every
culture, race and experience’...and these
people would say, ’Come here but only be a
certain kind of person.’”
It is rare that a politician and elected offi
cial in Central Florida openly accesses the
gay and lesbian community. But Pignone is
clearly not campaigning on this issue; she is
simply being true to her value system. “I
mean it sincerely. Regardless of how the
election turns out, I don’t want to look back
at my life and say, ‘G ee.. .these folks asked
me to do something and the first thing I
thought about was my political future, and
not what it felt like or whether it was con
gruent with who I am.’”
Note: Watermark requested an interview with all candi
dates for County Chairman prior to the September 8 pri
mary election. Linda Chapin declined, citing scheduling
difficulties. Tom Dorman did not respond to our request.

AMANDA BEARSE
Front Page 1
my life from one of my teachers there, a
woman by the name of Ann Derflinger. She
passed away in the early 8 0 ’s at far too
young an age...she was only 44. She was
the director of the theater department, and
she was one of the strongest mentors I had
in my life.
So you began your association with act
ing and theatre at Winter Park High?
I was immersed in the theatre depart
ment, which was a very safe place for some
one like me. You can be who you are. You
can be different and you can be creativeand
there doesn’t seem to be the judgement that
can accompany other cliques, other circles.
However, I did have friends outside of the
theater department. My brother was a “surf
rat”, so I knew a lot of the beach-types. Plus
I grew up, in W inter Park, so I went to el
ementary and junior high with all the same
people.
Did you identify yourself as gay while you
were there?
No, I w asn’t out of the closet. I mean
those terms w eren’t even defined then. As
far as I knew, I was the only gay woman
anywhere. At some point in time, I started
sleeping with other women. Even then you
still sort of feel like you’re very much alone
in it. I identified m yself in terms of what
was inside myself...my own feelings. It was
a part of me that I was already beginning to

explore. I also explored dating boys, and I
knew there was som ething else going
on...something beyond that for me.
So what effect did being gay have on your
personal life, your social life?
Well, I didn’t go to Winter Park’s Prom!
I didn’t do a lot of the, I guess “traditional”
things one might do. My time was occu
pied by doing theater. Not only did I do the
theaterat the high school, but also I worked
at the Central Florida Civic Theater, the
Edyth Bush Theater. I was very active in
that direction. I didn’t feel like I was miss
ing out on anything, my life was very full.
But I felt like I was doing something sub
versive, something that wasn’t going to be
generally accepted, so I was closeted.
But my first job out of acting school was
on ’’All My C hildren”. I played a high
school kid...a very straight high school kid,
so I got to go to the Prom in Pine Valley! I
got to date boys...that sort of thing so, I sort
of made up for it.
What about your current relationship to
Central Florida?
Well, I still have strong ties to that com
munity because my sister lives in Orlando.
I actually spent a couple of weeks down
there this summer with her and her family.
I brought my daughter and we just had a
nice, easy time. We did Park Avenue, and
hung out at Cocoa Beach .
In closing, could you tell us a little about
the recent adoption o f your child?
Zoe, my daughter, is now 16 months old.

I have always been somewhat ambivalent
about carrying a child. Some women know
biologically, physiologically, that this is
something they want to do with their bod
ies in this lifetime. I ’ve gone back and forth
about it. The fact that I ’m the wage-earner
in my family also factored into this. You
never know how you’re going to feel with
a pregnancy. If I had to go to bed for three
months, it would certainly affect my job,
my income. Doing what I do for a living
it’s so very public. And being lesbian... it
was just too precious of an event to have it
exposed in that way.
And so you began looking into adoption?
The more I read, the more seminars I at
tended, the morespiritually “right” this de
cision became for me. I knew that if and
when I made a match with the birth parent,
this was going to be the child I was sup
posed to raise. I ’m very providential that
way. I did make a match with a young
woman who was in her sixth month of preg
nancy. We had the opportunity to make a
connection which we hold onto to this day.
Despite the fact that we live in different
states and her life is hers, there’s still a very
strong bond...one that I don’t think will ever
go away. I hope that my daughter has the
opportunity to know this woman and her
family because it’s a wonderful heritage.
That’s terrific!
Yeah! I think it’s important for a child
to know who they look like and where they
come from. It was a highly emotional ex

TONY CHILDRESS & ROCKY WARD SPEAK
WITH REPORTERS

M ARRIAGE
APPLICATION
REFUSED
On any given day, dozens of couples
apply fora marriage license, and hence,
a change in their legal status. They be
come presumed heirs and guardians.
They can file taxes as a unit. They gain
access to insurance coverage. And per
haps m ost im portantly, their love is
made legitimate.
On August 12,1994, Rocky Ward and
Tony Childress sought this status for
their committed relationship. Accompa
nied by TV and radio news crews, they
walked up to the county clerk’s office
and asked to apply for a marriage license.
A clerk directed them to another clerk,
this one with an office, who referred
them to Florida Statute 741.041. “No
clerk of the circuit court shall issue a li
cense for marriage unless.. .one party is
a male and the other party a female.”
Ward and Childress are the third same
sex couple to apply for a marriage li
cense in Orange County. Like one fe
male couple before them, they have de
cided to challenge this statute. The
American Civil Liberties Union is rep
resenting both couples.
Ward and his companion took this
step because, “every individual should
have access to the same benefits as citi
zens. Tony and I are as much a couple
as most men and women who get mar
ried.” After widespread news coverage,
Ward says, “W e’ve received all kinds of
cards and letters of support” One threat
ening caller also left this message: “You
fucking faggots deserve to die just like
the abortion doctor.” Ward and Childress
have notified law enforcement.

perience...I’m sure a very difficult decision
for this young woman...to place her child
[for adoption]. But she had the maturity to
know that she w asn’t ready to parent at this
time in her life. She said to me that she defi
nitely wants to be a parent some day. I think
she feels very good about the home, the
family, that Zoe has. Life is good; life is
really good. I feel very lucky.
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C EN TR A L F L O R ID A N E W S
ORLANDO LESBIAN REGAINS CUSTODY OF CHILDREN
An Alabama judge has ruled that three children would be better off in the stable
Orlando home of their lesbian mother than in the troubled and sometimes abusive home
of their heterosexual father. Family Court Judge Sandra Ross, citing the lack of expert
evidence on such cases, awarded custody of the children to Gretchen Chateau even though
she lost custody six years ago because she physically abused them.
Fred Chateau said he never expected a judge to put the children with his ex-wife since
she openly lives with another woman. “Judge Ross has sent a message to my children
that homosexuality is OK,” Chateau said. “Two young girls going into puberty and put
ting them with two lesbians in a gay neighborhood. Is that smart?”
Ms. Chateau admitted she thought her chances were “pretty slim.” “My main concern
was they are three very bright, intelligent kids who deserve to be cultivated for their adult
life and that’s not going to happen with my ex-husband,” she said. Ms. Chateau’s exhusband conceded that other than her lifestyle, which he disapproves of, she has overcome
her past problems and become a good and stable person.
He also admitted having used harsh discipline in the past, that the house had been
disheveled and had little furniture, and that two of the children slept on the floor. The
children - a 9-year-old boy and girls 12 and 14 - had been living in Chateau’s home near
Columbiana, 20 miles south of Birmingham, until the judge ruled in May. All three chil
dren testified they wanted to live with their mother.

DISNEY WINS AIDS CONFIDENTIALITY CASE
In m emoriam of our founder Cecil Ray deLoach 1952-1991
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An Orange County Judge has rejected a former Disney em ployee’s claim that his
supervisors violated Florida law by disclosing his AIDS status. The former Disney em 
ployee, listed as John Doe, alleged that he informed his supervisor of his medical status
to facilitate absences from work. Doe claimed that his supervisor then disclosed his medical
condition to others, worsening his medical condition and forcing him to quit his job.
Circuit Court Judge Gary L. Formet found that, if anything, D oe’s supervisor only
confirmed suspicions already held by fellow employees. “Because it is commonly known
that the plaintiff was a gay male, a number of witnesses speculated he had AIDS after he
took medical leave.” Formet ruled that Florida Statute 760.50, which requires confiden
tiality of employee medical records and information, is not applicable “when that
information is given to [the employer] by [the employee] for reasons other than adminis
tration of health and life insurance benefits.”
Doe’s attorney, Jonathan Holingshead, feels this construction of the statute is unfortu
nate. “The kind of disclosure alleged in this case is exactly what the legislature hoped to
prevent. Employees with AIDS should not be afraid to share this information with their
employer for fear that it will be gossiped about.”

You submit only one application.
We have seven exclusive benefactor groups.
We process any size policy.
Our plans allow you to keep your health insurance
and disability income.
We are the largest and oldest advocate for the insured.
You get personal attention. A principal of the company
is available 24 hours a day to discuss your needs.

HOPE & HELP OPENS NEW CENTER
The Hope & Help Center dedicated their new Winter Park facility on Sunday, August 14.
Winter Park Mayor Gary Brewer was among hundreds, including new neighbors, who wel
comed the AIDS resource center to its suburban location. Located off Lakemont Avenue near
Winter Park High School, the new center
doubles their available space.
A ccording to d evelopm ent d irecto r
Michael Fuchs, Hope & Help needed more
room. “We’ve grown from 7 employees when
we moved downtown, to 23 employees now.”
Hope & Help has an annual operating budget
of approximately $ l million.
Hope & Help’s major fund raising event,
the outrageous, elegant, and wildly popular
“Headdress Ball”, will be held Saturday, Sep
tember 17 at the Hilton Walt Disney World
Village. For tickets call (407) 645-2577.

T he M edical E scrow Society

The Board of Directors at Gay and Lesbian Community Services has created a new
administrative position, appointing Bart R. Zarcone as Center Director. Mr. Zarcone will
have overall responsibility for management of the GLCS Center. Lyle Miller will con
tinue as Office Manager.
GLCS is also reconvening a young adults group for gays, lesbians and bisexuals be
tween the ages of 18 and 25. Called the “Rainbow Connection”, this group will begin
Thursday meetings on September 8th at 7:30 PM.
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STATE N E W S

CANDIDATES IN PRIMARY ELECTION
SUPPORT GAY ISSUES

GOVERNOR
PLEDGES
NON-DISCRIMINATION

do not deserve die same civil rights as
everyone else and I will do whatever I
ban to stop them.” Florida House Dis
tric t 35 c a n d id a te B ob B rooks,
Republican, is also suspect.
In varying degrees, however, the fol
lowing candidates have expressed or
demonstrated support for lesbians and
gays: Lawton Chiles (D) - Governor (see
article at right); Art Simon (D) - Comp
troller; Karen Gievers (D) - Insurance
Commissioner; D oug Jamerson (D) Education Commissioner, Gary Siegel
(R) - S tate Senate D ist. 14; Susan

Governor Lawton Chiles has agreed, in
writing, to a Rainbow D em ocratic Club
C andidate’s Pledge reading:
sexual

The primary election will be held
on Thursday, September 8 this year to
avoid conflicts with a late Labor Day
weekend. Several candidates warrant
special attention by the gay and lesbian
community.
In the race for Governor, Republi
can candidates Jeb Bush, Ken Connor,
and m ost notably, Ander Crenshaw,
have each made statements suggesting
a lack of support for gay and lesbian
issues. One o f many “Family Values”
candidates in this election, Crenshaw
has specifically stated, “Homosexuals

Karen Gievers
Insurance Commissioner

Pickman (D) - State House Dist. 35;
Linda Chapin - County Chairman; Fran
Pigrione - County Chairman; Thomas
Tempia - Orange County Commission
Dist. 4; Mable Butler - Orange County
Commission Dist. 6; Roger McDonald
- C ircuit Judge G roup 28; D eborah
B lechman - County Judge Group 5.
Five of these candidates warrant reco g n itio n fo r th e ir c o n siste n t and
outspoken support of gay and lesbian
equality.

orientation o f an individual shall not be a
consideration in hiring, promoting, or ter
minating o f an employee in my elected
office, and shall be so stated in my person
nel policies and procedures. ”
All Candidates for public office in Or
ange County are being asked to sign the
pledge, regardless of the contested position.
To date, all Democratic candidates for the
Cabinet, U.S. Senate, U.S. House, State
Senate and House have signed, with the
exception o f State R epresentatives Bob
Sindler and Alzo R eddick, and Bill Nelson,
candidate for Insurance Commissioner.

Roger McDonald
Circuit Judge Group 28

Th in k in g
A bout R eal Estate?

Susan Pickman
State House Districe 35

Call the Realtor who
understands your
perspective and can
address your concerns.

Deborah Blechman
County Judge Group 5

DENISE LEHEUP, REALTOR
COLDWELL BANKER

170 W. Fairbanks Avenue
Winter Park, Florida 32789
407.628.3199 ♦ Business
407.896.5494 ♦ Residence

Fran Pignone
Orange County Chairman
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N A T IO N A L & IN T E R N A T IO N A L N E W S
MAINE ANTI-GAY INITIATIVE ADVANCES
AUGUSTA, Maine (AP) - Leaders of a referendum drive to ban protections for gays
under Maine human rights laws turned in petitions Monday which they said will ensure
their proposal will go to a statewide vote next year.
Leaders of the petition drive submitted 10 cartons containing nearly 66,502 voters’
signatures - nearly 62,000 of them already certified by municipal officials - to the Secre
tary of State’s office. At least 52,308 signatures must be certified in order to force a
statewide vote in November 1995.
“Shall a wealthy special interest group achieve the status and benefits equal to those
of legitimate, needy, civil rights classes?” Concerned Maine Families leader Carolyn H.
T. Cosby said. “Shall w e... literally rewrite the civil rights code in our nation to now
include self-proclaimed groups that can only be identified by their mere say-so?”
The proposal would restrict the classifications of people who can be protected by
state and local anti-discrimination laws. People could be protected on the basis of race,
color, sex, disabilities, religion, age, ancestry, national origin, family and marital status.
But no protections on the basis of sexual orientation would be permitted. Passage would
scuttle Portland’s gay rights ordinance.
The Legislature last year sent a gay rights bill to Gov. John R. McKernan, but he
vetoed it.

The Hope and Help Center’s 5th Annual

The Hilton at Walt Disney World® Village
Saturday, September 17, 1994
6:30 pm Cocktails 8:00 pm Dinner/Auction

CALIFORNIA SPOUSAL RIGHTS BILL PASSES SENATE

9:30 pm Show and Competition
*********

L lty

O^cfcJ-

$5,000

$2,500

P aX

$ 1 ,0 0 0

********

Individual Tickets - $7 5.0 0
Corporate tables from $7 50 .00

SACRAMENTO (AP) - A bill to give unmarried couples some of the same rights as
spouses is one step from the governor’s desk after conservative lawmakers failed to bottle
it up in the Senate. Final approval by the Assembly, which passed an earlier version of
the legislation in May, will send the bill to Gov. Pete Wilson.
The bill would give unmarried “domestic partners” who registered with the state the
right to visit their partners in the hospital and would make it easier for them to be selected
as a conservator for an incapacitated partner. To register with the state, domestic partners
would have to maintain a common primary residence, agree to share basic living ex
penses, not be married or related by blood in a way that would prevent them from marrying
and be over age 18. Also, they could not have been a member of another domestic part
nership in the previous six months unless that relationship ended with the death of the
other member.

YALE OFFERS HEALTH CARE TO SAME SEX PARTNERS
c o b a lt

^

For Tickets call 645-2577

NEW HAVEN, Conn. (AP) - Yale University is offering health care coverage to samesex domestic partners of graduate and professional students. Yale extended full spousal
health benefits to partners of gay and lesbian faculty members, administrators and mana
gerial staff in October. Those interested must show evidence of joint residence and
economic interdependence.
Other universities offering health coverage to same-sex partners of graduate students
include Stanford University, the University of Chicago, the University of Iowa and the
University of Oregon. More companies are offering benefits to gay employees and their
partners because fear of high costs have proved largely unfounded, and it gives some
companies another edge in the recruiting game.

YOUR ROAD FROM HERE TO INFINITE..
BEGINS WITH RE/MAX METRO PROPERTIES
AND SOUTHERN STATES FUNDING
Dreams really CAN come true —
Call Lew Brooks with RE/MAX METRO PROPERTIES
at

1-800-USR-EMAX
Doug Butler with SOUTHERN STATES FUNDING
at

407-645-4848

P u ttin g it all to g eth er for Y O U !
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LAND TITLE INSURANCE
of

C itrus C ounty , I nc . • W inter S prings O ffice

Land Title Insurance is proud to announce the opening of
our beautiful new Winter Springs office.
We are proud to offer:
□ The most com petitive rates in the area
□ Closings in your office or ours
□ 24 to 48 hour turnaround on most searches
□ After hour and/or weekend closings for
your convenience

We are excited about our new central Florida location
and look forward to working with you.
207 Moss Road North * Suite 105 • Winter Springs, Florida 32708

(4 0 7 ) 3 9 7 -9 9 9 0 • Fax (4 0 7 ) 3 9 7 -7 3 3 8

C eleb rate Florida Living in this new ly renovated bungalow w ith pool
in desirable C o lo n ialto w n . Features hard w o o d floors, fireplace,
cabana, sprinkler system, central air and heat w ith heat pum p, lush
landscaping and m o re situated on brick street. O ffe re d at $ 1 0 5 ,9 0 0 .
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TANNER& SHEA
“Specializing in Distinctive Properties of

Call John K. Tanner and David W . Shea, REALTORS®
ERA AIR PO RT REALTY
OPPORTUNITY

407-677-1177
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HEALTH & H IV N EW S
LOCAL PHYSICIANS
REPORT ON
INTERNATIONAL
AIDS CONFERENCE
b; Laurence Sheldon
Contrary to reports of doom and gloom
coming from the Tenth International Con
ference on AIDS, there are some promising
therapies now in place, and others being
presently pursued are worth noting. Dr. Jeff
Goodgame attended the conference in Ja
pan and presented news and findings to an
enthusiastic audience at the Radisson Plaza
Hotel Orlando on Thursday, August 25.
At the conference, noted French re 
searcher, Dr. Luc M ontagnier, advanced a
global th e ra p e u tic a p p ro ach in w hich
antivirals, antibiotics, antioxidants, and
vaccines involving Interluken 2 are all app lie d sim u lta n e o u s ly to c u rb H IV
replication. Along with Dr. Lynn Hopkins,
Dr. Goodgame also reported that new anti
viral drug strategies are being created to
overcome the problems of drug resistance.
One of these strategies is a class of drugs
called Protease Inhibitors, which attempt to
stop viral replication within cells.
Dr. Hopkins described some of the new
therapies that are constantly being studied
and examined. The most promising include
gene therapy, which seeks to create a gene
that would interrupt viral replication, and
immune based therapy using Interluken 2
(and potentially 12).
Dr. Eileen Wright presented an expla
nation of psycho-neuro-immunology. She
gave numerous exam ples of case studies
involving mind-body interactions. This par
tic u la r fie ld o f m e d ic in e o rig in a te d
thousands of years ago, and is based on the
theory that thoughts, emotions, and the cen
tral nervous system are intrinsically linked.

Looking to the future, Dr. Goodgame de
scribed three major challenges: 1) curb the
alarming spread of AIDS in the third world;
2) prioritize and expand research; and 3)
provide the best possible care and treatment
fo r H IV p a tie n ts. A cco rd in g to Dr.
Goodgame, about 4 million people world
wide have developed full blown AIDS in
the last 10 years. 3000 women are infected
each day by HIV; tragic proof that AIDS
has never been confined to specific popu
lations.
Drs. Goodgame and Hopkins are cur
rently involved with 11 clinical studies and
have 4 more pending necessary approvals.
Any HIV infected man or woman interested
in participating in one of these clinical tri
als is urged to contact their Maitland office
at (407) 647-6000.

HALF WITH HIV GET
NO TREATMENT
SAN JOSE, Calif. (AP) - A study believed
to be the first of its kind in California found
that more than half the people in Santa Clara
County with the AIDS virus don’t receive
any treatm ent. “They d o n ’t necessarily
know th ey ’re infected,” said Dr. Marty
Fenstersheib, the county’s acting health of
ficer. “They may be spreading the illness
and not know it.”
The study by the county public health de
partm ent estim ated that 4,100 residents
have the human immunodeficiency virus
but that as many as 2,500 aren ’t being
treated. Health officials, who released the
survey results on Thursday, called for an
education program to fight the spread of
AIDS.
The survey also found that HIV infections
are increasing the fastest among blacks and
that the percentage of women with the vi
rus also has increased. The department’s
survey was conducted at 29 hospitals and

clinics that reported AIDS cases over the
past two years.

MINERAL MAY
PLAY ROLE IN
DEVELOPMENT
OF AIDS
ATLANTA (AP) - University of Georgia re
searchers published a theory in Friday’s
Journal of Medicinal Chemistry suggesting
that HIV produces proteins that consume the
body’s supply of selenium. Although the pro
teins have yet to be found, scientists are trying
to prove their existence.
According to the researchers’ theory, HIV
needs selenium, which preserves the elastic
ity of body tissue and slows the aging process,
to trigger its growth. Once the virus exhausts

the selenium in an infected cell, it breaks out
in search of more, spreading the infection to
new cells. Many AIDS patients lack selenium
and have taken supplements on their own. For
several years, a number of researchers and
doctors have encouraged selenium as part of
the patients’ dietary supplement.
It was thought that AIDS patients had
trouble absorbing the nutrient from food, but
the new work suggests the disease actually
depletes the mineral from the body. “If this is
true, then selenium biochemistry may be the
key to understanding the control of the life
cycle of HIV and perhaps some of the pa
thology of AIDS,” said Will Taylor, who
headed the research team at Georgia College
of Pharmacy. He said the length of time it
takes to deplete the body’s stores of selenium
could help account for HIV’s latency period,
which can last for years. “This suggests that
nutritional status may be a factor in some HIV
positive long-term survivors,” Taylor said.

S U N D A Y : CHURCH SE R V IC E 10:30 AM
W E D N E S D A Y : A LL-M ESSA G E SE R V IC E 7:30 PM ($5.00)

Healing Services H2 hour before all Church services

PUBLIC WELCOME TO ATTEND ALL ACTIVITIES

V IS IT O U R B O O K S T O R E
Area’s largest Book and Tape inventory, plus many interesting
gifts from Nature and around the world.
H O U R S : Monday thru Saturday 9:30-5:00, Sunday Noon-5:00
1112 Stevens St. • P.O. Box 319 • Cassadaga, FL 32706 • (904) 228-2880

b the financial strains
I illness... me can give
pur life insurance policy.
There are many reasons why people sell their life insurance p o lic ie s .b u t your
reason is the most important one!
Dealing with a life-threatening illness is difficult enough without worrying
about financial matters. When these concerns overtake your lifestyle and your
life, turn to Life Care Resources. We provide quick, completely confidential
service, with instant payment after approval, at no cost to you.
Before selling your policy to just anyone - contact Life Care Resources. We are
committed to paying you the highest price fo r your policy.
Life Care Resources donates a portion o f all proceeds to charities and research
dedicated to providing support to the terminally ill, including AIDS, cancer,
and hospices.
I f you have needs... Life Care Resources is there.

1-800-563-0018
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B U S IN E S S
TRACKS DERAILS — BOXCARS OPENS
If it seems like gay bars in Orlando open
and close like railroad crossing bars, Au
gust was no exception. In early August,
Tracks on Lee Road in Winter Park ceased
operations. The venerable Tampa bar hoped
to reproduce their success in what was per
ceived as a similar market. That was not
the case, according to Operations Manager,
Barry Barlow. “In Tampa, the bars network
and work together to benefit each other and
the community, too,” said Barlow. “Orlando
was a completely different world.” Barlow
has alleged that competing bars such as The
Club, The Edge and Southern Nights autho
rized removal of Tracks’ advertising from
publications distributed at their locations.
Barlow also thinks Orlando has a more
conservative climate than Tampa. He cited
difficulties using the words “gay and les
bian” in advertising, and speculated that
gays in Orlando were unused to going to a
bar not “hidden away or in some sleazy part
of town.”
Barlow stated that, “No one in Orlando
wanted to work with me, but I learned some

things while I was there. I thought your
Pride Parade was great, even though almost
none of your local politicians participated.”
Meanwhile, Boxcars opened on August
12 in Fern Park, across from the Jai Alai
fronton. The grand opening is scheduled for
Labor Day weekend. Boxcars is located in

Not As Long As It Is
Properly presented.

the unique railroad car building that housed
two gay bars in the 70s and 80s, Old Plan
tation and then Central Station.
Owner Chris Dahn, who is gay, stated
that it has long been his dream to open a
gay bar in greater Orlando, particularly on
the north side of town. Dahn is from Indi
ana, but he was stationed at the Naval
Training Center in the early 80s and has
wanted to relocate here ever since.
Dahn hopes to fill a void with Boxcars.
“I think people in Orlando want to dance
and be entertained, but they also want to
sit, relax, talk and hear each other,” he Says.
For that reason, Boxcars sound and light
system will be focused primarily on the
dance floor. Dahn states that Boxcars wel
comes both lesbians and gay men.

PRUDENTIAL
CHAIRM AN
TAKES STAND
AGAINST
DISCRIMINATION
Robert C. Winters, Chairman and Chief
Executive Officer of The Prudential, has
taken a bold stand against discrimination
based on sexual orientation. In a letter to
all Prudential associates, dated June 30,
1994, Winters stated:
“The Prudential’s policy of nondiscrimi

nation has included sexual orientation for
some time, but recent letters to the Leader
(Prudential’s in-house newsletter) suggest
that a reiteration of this policy is necessary.
The Prudential is committed to foster
ing an environment which encourages all
individuals to contribute and grow to their
fullest potential. It is therefore of utmost
importance to show respect toward all as
sociates and to treat them fairly.
Please read our policy statem ent.. .care
fully. All associates have the right to a work
environment that is free of any kind of dis
crim in atio n . D iscrim in atio n based on
sexual orientation will not be tolerated at
The Prudential in any form or at any rank.”

M BA PLANS FUTURE GROW TH.
ERIN SOM ERS SPEAKS.
At their annual retreat in August, board
mem bers for the M etropolitan Business
Association made plans for more activities
and increased membership. According to
President Debbie Simmons, MBA has 172
members and hopes to break the 200 bar
rier during 1995. Plans also call for MBA
to expand their annual business expo in
February, to be held this year at the Bahia
Shrine Auditorium in Maitland.
Following the success of their Flirtations
concert and Rob Eichberg program, MBA
will also feature more nationally known
speakers and special events in the coming

year. Speaking September 1 at 6:30 PM at
the Radisson will be Erin Somers, host of
“Passion Phones” on 104.1 FM. Dr. Mel
White, former religious right ghostwriter
and author of Stranger At The Gate: To be
Gay and Christian In America, has been
contacted for an upcoming speaking appear
ance. P resid en t D ebbie Sim m ons and
Program Director Tom Dyer recently met
with Mayor Glenda Hood, and she has also
promised to address MBA in the future. A
concert and lawn party have been proposed
for the Spring.

cKigsimmoo cf{o/ti8t
Kissimmee 846-4113
Orlando 828-8005
Buena Ventura Lakes 348-4033

9

WATERMARK / August 31,1994

10

V IE W P O IN T

W INNING:
THE GREAT
AM ERICAN PASTIME
iB l

* •w

byMichael L Kilgore

Chicago cubs fans are walking by the
open window where I write. From the roars
I ’d heard over the past few hours and now
from the animated cadence of their conver
sations, I gather it was one of those rare
events in W rigleyville — a Cubs win. W in
ning is an American passion. Almost all of
us grow up believing that if we don’t over
come someone or something that somehow
w e’re the less for it. As the fans pass by
reliving the d ay’s victory, my thoughts drift
back to last night’s speeches and other con
versations about winning.
I ’d attended the Human Rights C am 
paign Fund dinner the evening before. The
front cover of the program read,
the
People: A promise not yet fulfilled. ” while
the back cover announced in graphic red,
white and blue, “Because fighting for the
rights of all people is a battle, we can, will,
and must W IN.’’ In addition to the hundreds
of thousands already raised in ticket sales,
there is a special appeal to raise extra funds.
We m ust defeat the anti-gay initiatives on
the ballots this year in Oregon and Idaho.
Everyone at my table takes out his or her
checkbook. The smallest check I see passed
to the table captain is for $100. An addi
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tional $1,500 is raised at our table alone.
There are ninety-six tables. We know our
fundamental rights as American citizens,
perhaps even our lives, are threatened be
cause of who we are. We’ve got to win.
The words of Dr. Mel White, author of

Stranger at the Gate: To be Gay and Chris
tian in America and former ghostwriter for
Radical Right heavyweights Jerry Falwell
and Pat Robertson, punctuate the evening.
H e’s telling us about standing outside a
convention hall in Texas just a few weeks
before. I t’s a gathering of the so-called
Christian Coalition, the American Family
Association, and other assorted hatemongers
who are also intent on winning. Their ag
enda is one which explicitly rejects gays and
lesbians, “There will be much rejoicing in
heaven when America no longer tolerates
the presence of gay men and women.”
The convention hall setting he describes
is a place where only a few years ago Dr.
White would have been a welcome partici
pant. Now out as an openly gay man, not
only is he not welcome, but he’s physically
threatened. A man shoved his finger in
W hite’s face and screamed, “Where are you
going to live, when we win?” The words

In recent years, it is a rare event indeed
for an American politician — of either ma
jor party — to take a stand based solely on
principle and conviction rather than on
whatever expedience is required to keep or
win a well-paying government job with all
the power and perks of office. Such a rare
event occurred not long ago at a Human
Rights Campaign Fund leadership confer
ence in Washington, when U. S. Sen. Charles
Robb (D-Va.) appeared to express his ap
preciation for a contribution of $ 10,000.
But he went far beyond just saying thanks.
Robb, running a tough and close race for
reelection against radical extremists, “gave
his strongest endorsement ever to homo
sexual rights, saying he will speak out on
the issues even if it jeopardizes his reelec
tion campaign,” reported The Washington
Post in a story on the conference. “He con
demned the ‘fundamental unfairness’ of
anti-gay discrimination and called efforts
to end it ‘the last front of the true civil rights
struggle.’ He promised that ‘w e’re going
to get it right in the very near future.’”
There was no reason for Chuck Robb to
stick out his political neck other than deep
personal conviction. Ten thousand dollars
is a lot of money but relatively insignificant
in a campaign that will cost millions. His
major opponent is the Republican nominee,
Oliver L. North — public liar, hypocritical
opportunist and a proud bigot whose targets
include gays, lesbians and most likely ev
ery other minority group different from
his white-bread, phony Norman Rockwell
hero image, bought and paid for by directmail professionals who raise millions of
hard-earned dollars from all too many im
poverished and frightened Americans.
Is there a choice for those in the Virginia
electorate who still value honor and decen
cy? Is there even a question in the minds of
gay men and lesbians? For me, there is none
and only one choice: Charles Robb (who is
every bit the Vietnam veteran that North is).
I have worked on the campaigns of, and
voted for, Republicans most of my profes
sional life, with only one exception in 1992
— Bill Clinton. I voted for him because I
was repelled by the moral weakness and
hypocrisy of the Republican Party and its
candidate, as epitomized by the loathsome
GOP national convention in Houston. In

are chilling. They have their effect. We write
more checks, and get out our charge cards.
The silent auction is a huge success. Many
items are going for significantly more than
their retail value. An Art Modeme vase list
ed for $350 closes at $525. There are over two
hundred silent auction items. The m ath
ematics of this evening are staggering; but
w e’ve got to win.
Since I ’d moved from Chicago to Or
lando only two years before, I keep running
into old friends as I wander through the
maze of silent auction items. Despite the
gravity of the cause the mood is upbeat.
“Hey, how are you? Florida now?” “The
chocolate torte was fabulous.” “Outstand
ing event; the speeches were short. They
finally got that part right.” “Great to see
you, you look great.” The dance music is
now at fever pitch. The evening is a suc
cess — hundreds of thousands raised for
the HRCF cause. People are feeling like
th ey ’ve done their part. Yet as I move
through the crush of bodies, I feel out of
step with the mood of the evening. I don’t
know why.
One of the people I run into is an old
acquaintance, Dan. We’d attended the same
church and had had a cocktail party “friends
of friends” type of relationship. H e’s even
better looking and funnier than I remember.
H e’s done well for himself and is now work
ing in the G overnor’s office in a m ajor
policy-making role. As we chat, he shares
with me that he wants to start getting more
active with human rights issues, especially
after the election. But as he talks about his

job, I begin to realize that he hasn’t come
out at work. He rationalizes by saying that
it wouldn’t help anyone to know. I hear all
the practical reasons and understand why. We
exchange cards and promise to stay in touch.
D an’s story is a gift. It makes me realize
why I feel out of touch with the evening,
and more importantly, what the real chal
lenge is. I understand that the sum of all
the checks written this evening will not
defeat the Radical Right. Their power is

The power o f the Radical
Right isn't so much in their
hatred o f us, but in their keen
understanding about how to
manipulate the self-hatred o f
gay men and
neither in their well financed political cam
paigns, their numbers nor their passionate
positions. The power of the Radical Right
isn’t so much in their hatred of us, but in
their keen understanding about how to ma
nipulate the self-hatred of gay men and
lesbians. They know that they’ll win if we
don’t say who we are.
The voices outside my window are grow
ing quieter as the baseball crowd thins. A
child’s high pitched voice knifes through my
thoughts, “It was a great game, Dad. Who
won? I’m tired. When do we go home?”

CONSERVATIVELY SPEAKING
by Marvin Liebman
retrospect, I would still have voted against
the Republicans, even though Bill Clinton
has reneged on too many campaign prom
ises to the gay and lesbian community and
to the nation.
I find myself in the same position once
again. I am a conservative Republican who
finds him self supporting Senator Chuck
Robb, a liberal Democrat. Why this con
tradiction? It is because I am a gay man.
Any politician — Republican or Democrat
— who speaks out for us, who stands against
bigotry and hatred, is my candidate. Even
though we may differ on economic and
other issues, we stand together in support
of common humanity and the constitutional
civil rights of all Americans. Our country
can survive Democrats in the Senate and
even Clinton in the White House. It cannot
survive the bigotry, fear and hatred that have
become the prime weapons of the radical
extremists of the right, w hether they be
Democrat or Republican.
To the radical right, gay men and lesbi
ans have replaced the Jews and Negroes of
the past as prime targets. We have become
the Reds of the ‘90’s, objects of fear and
loathing. We are now the corrupters — of
the media, the schools, the family, every
“value” the professional extrem ists can
think up on which they can raise money.
Gay men and lesbians are stereotyped fuel
for their fund-raising machines, all in the
name of God.
Any friend of these radical extremists is
our enemy. Anyone opposed to their ugly
cam paigns of hatred and bigotry is our
friend. It has become that simple. The dan
ger posed to our community is that critical.
They promote raw hatred of each and ev
ery one of us. They proclaim their fund
amentalist beliefs as religious gospel. The
penalty for sodomy is death, they say. Do
they really want us dead? Probably. We
need all the real friends we can get. Those
who stand with us against hate deserve all
the support we can give them. Chuck Robb
is one of those courageous few.
An additional note: In the past, I ’ve criti-

cized the Human Rights Campaign Fund
as being too “establishment”; too fearful of
change. However, like it or not, HRCF is
our establishment organization — the larg
est, the best-financed and the most widely
recognized. It is because of this that it can
provide the most comfortable platform for
the Chuck Robbs to speak out for us. For
this, all gay men and lesbians must be grate
ful. If it did nothing else but provide such a
platform , H RCF would have sufficient
value. For providing Chuck Robb that ven
ue, I salute my HRCF friends and comrades.
I urge all who read this to provide what
ever support you are able to keep Sen.
Charles S. Robb in Washington. If you live
in Virginia, offer your services as volun
teers. But no matter where you live, send
this man a check.

Marvin Liebman, author o f Coming Out
Conservative (1992, Chronical Books), lives
and works in Washington, D. C.
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“W ho are we? W here have we come
from? What are we here for?” The Mattachine
Society, a pioneering gay organization, re
portedly set itself to the task of exploring
these questions. Formed at a time when the
dearth o f available inform ation and the
secrecy and sham e surrounding ho m o 
sexual activities caused m any to doubt
their sanity, or to believe themselves “the
only ones”, the Society provided a vehicle
for self-discovery and self-definition apart
from prevailing social attitudes; attitudes
which yielded such labels as “pervert” ,
“deviant”, and “crim inal”.
A lthough the M attachine quickly be
came a pragmatic and thus conservative
organization providing mostly social op
portunities and legal protection for its
m em bers, the questions they posed are
still debated within gay and lesbian organi
zations. Since the results o f this query are
almost always divisive, I am prompted to
add a fourth question: “W hat difference
does it m ake?” Is self-definition a worthy
goal, or is it a trap creating a group identity
which confines us to our own stereotypes?
What positive purpose might be served by
exploring th 2 ways being gay means more
than simply being homosexual?
Who are we? Are we just doctors and
lawyers and shop keepers whose primary
sexual interest is in members of our own
sex? Are we, as many among us would
argue, “just like everybody else” except
for who we sleep with? Or do we possess a
sensibility which is the result of our unique
experience in American society? Could we
be possessed of an “outsider” conscious
ness which alters the perspective of our
cultural observations? And might not our

tendency to stretch the limits of gender
identity give us an insight into wholeness
that may be hard to come by if one ac
cepts the constraints of socially imposed
sex roles?
M ight we also have w hat Advocate
senior editor Mark Thompson calls “a dif
ferentness that accentuates the gifts of com
passion, empathy, healing, interpretation,
and enabling?” Is it possible that, as one
drag queen said, “when a man is feminine
and a woman m asculine...that person is
m ore in touch w ith the total range of
human experience?” I wouldn’t presume

.. .we are reaching a point in

our social evolution where
breakthrough change is not
only possible, but critical to
our survival...
to give you a definitive answer, but I sus
pect that we have at least the potential to
add something unique and valuable to the
American social/political fabric.
What are we here for? Good question!
What is anybody here for? Can’t we just
be here? Yes and no, for, as Judy Grahn,
feminist poet and lesbian activist notes, her
mere presence has an impact on society. Her
clothes and bearing model a “certain free
dom for women.” As she and her partner
parent a child, they “present an obvious
example of alternate family structure.” With
very little effort she has become a one-

WATERMARK:
LET THE SUN
SHINE THROUGH
bj G.K. Fowler
Not too long ago the best advice for
O rlando’s gay and lesbian residents was to
leave town. If you wanted to be out, you
had to get out. Those of us who stayed, or
improbably arrived, joked about putting up
a sign: WELCOME TO ORLANDO. SET
YOUR CLOCKS BACK TEN YEARS.
Those days are over now. This is no
longer the land that time and cranial devel
opment forgot. O rlando’s large gay and
lesbian population is developing into a vi
brant community. Like other minorities we
celebrate our distinctiveness and choose
empowerment. More and more we do busi
ness together, vote together, and work

together to defend our freedom and values.
With Watermark, we have a twice-monthly
newspaper to read together.
We named our paper Watermark be
cause that word reminds us of what we love
about Florida: the ocean, the gulf, our lakes
and rivers, and the diversity of life they
support. It’s classy too, like our commu
nity. It’s a myth we all have good taste, but
no one can deny us, as a group, a certain
flair.
Even better, it connotes honesty and ex
cellence. On foreign currency, a watermark
certifies that what you hold is genuine, the
real thing. The watermark on fine bond

Watermark was conceived during a visit
to Atlanta; sperm met egg in the south’s most
inviting gay ghetto, Virginia Highlands. At
lunch one day, I noticed almost everyone,
alone and in groups, perusing the same
newspaper. Southern Voice had been distrib
uted that day, and I was witness to the way
this excellent weekly informs, energizes and
unifies Atlanta’s gay and lesbian community.
Watermark's admittedly ambitious goal
is to do the same for Orlando and the rest of
Central Florida. Every other week we hope
you’ll tuck us into your beach bag, spill eggs
on us at Brian’s, and sneak looks at us dur
ing Reverend B rock’s sermon. We hope
you’ll be aroused by our editorials, amused
by our gossip and cartoons, and inspired by
our “Transitions” section. Most importantly,
we hope you’ll participate and take pride in
our newspaper.
At present, we’re a full-time staff of three:
myself, layout gal April Gustetter, and ad
guy Keith Peterson. But the paper is clearly
a collaborative effort, and there are many

FROMTHEEDITOR’S DESK:

A USER’S
GUIDE TO
WATERMARK
talented writers and photographers working
with us. We’ve been overwhelmed by their
shared
en th u siasm
Tor this paper. Most will be featured regu
larly, and we hope you’ll come to know them
and look forward to their contributions.
We also have four bright and energetic
student interns who will cut their journalis
tic teeth with us. Importantly, to those friends
in the gay and lesbian community who
helped us get off the ground with their fi

JUST LIKE
EVERYBODY
ELSE
by Nan Schultz
woman “alternative thought structure.”
Without conscious thought or effort, and
just as likely without our permission, we
may be, as Ms. Grahn points out, “inextri
cably bound, historically and politically
w ith ideas o f p lu ra lism , to le ra n c e ,
multiculturality, sexual expression and free
choice.” Not bad for people who are just
like everybody else.
Buy this “w e’re different” argum ent
or don’t. Whether this makes any difference
is far more relevant to our political and
social choices, because what you aspire to
is far more critical than what you really
are. And because right now, right here, we
face the political choice to either “break
through or break even.” We can continue
to work for our piece of the same old pie,
or we can get in the kitchen and bake up
something new and better.
There is almost no way to deny that we
are reaching a point in our social evolu
tion where breakthrough change is not
only possible, but critical to our survival
and future chances for happiness and selfactualization. The new science of chaos
and the study of change dynamics teaches
us that systems are characterized by long
periods of equilibrium punctuated by evo
lutionary branchings called bifurcations.
According to Riane Eisler, historian and

futurist, the current rapid rate of technologi
cal change has precipitated the instability that
makes such a branching likely. And while
such branchings in chemical or biological
systems are largely the product of chance,
humans have the ability to act conscious
ly and collectively to choose their own
evolutionary path.
We can stay focused on the civil rights
aspects of our struggle, reforming laws and
securing our legal rights. We can recreate
governm ent and business-as-usual with
tolerance for same sex pronouns. But as
journalist Michael Bronski notes, “the leg
islative approach to gay liberation runs the
risk of giving social power only to those
homosexuals deemed ‘acceptable’, i.e. straight
looking and acting.” Not to mention that
such change is limited by existing social
standards and the rigidity of legal and gov
ernmental systems.
O r we can seek to effect more farreaching social change. We can seize the
prerogative of being different. We can call
on those unique experiences and insights
gained through both the pain and joy of
our “otherness” to imagine and create new
social relationships based on the ideas of
equality, partnership and connectedness to
one another, to the environment, and to the
world at large.

guarantees quality. Such marks, made by
pressing wire patterns on new paper, are so
pale they seem drawn in water. They are
nearly invisible, like we’ve been for so long.
But once brought to light, a watermark
shines with an unmistakable quality, just
like we do.
It’s been some time now since honest
misconceptions about homosexuality con
gealed into hard, cold lies. But truth can’t
hurt us. We know that it is human, not crim
inal, to value beauty and love. “Our kind”
has always been defined by others, too
often the fate and doom of powerless m i
norities. We w on’t play that way anymore.
Hence one of our major goals at Water
mark will be to help our community know
itself and define for itself what it means to
be gay in Central Florida, and in America,
today. We’ll hold our community up to the
light to see what shines through. W e’ll
search for the watermarks of what is true
and essential in gay life. What we learn
w e’ll share with you, and with our hetero

sexual neighbors. Too many of them are
misguided by fear, the prey de luxe of cyni
cal politicians and so-called religious lead
ers who peddle hate for power but settle for
cash.
We’re writing for savvy, self-assertive
gay people determined to live full lives
despite the madness. We’ve got news you
can use: w hat’s hot, w hat’s not, what hurts,
what heals, w hat’s fun, and what requires
serious voter turnout. News, sports, letters,
com ics...hey, it’s a gay world out there!
There’s too much joy and laughter, ex
citement, achievement, beauty and love in
us for any of it to remain in restraints. Al
though bom into every race and creed we
are a people of our own, a people in the
making, and like all peoples, wonderful in
our way. So here we are, God bless us. We
hope we do us right. Maybe someday the
best advice a local lesbian or gay man in
Central Florida can get will be to pick up a
copy of Watermark.

nancial support, my sincere thanks. You
know who you are, so take a bow.
The paper has three sections. At the
outset you’ll find news, including health,
HIV, and business news. In the middle of
the paper you’ll encounter “Artful Living”,
containing entertainment news, reviews,
personal announcements, astrology, gossip,
cartoons, and a calender of events. The last
few pages are devoted to the “Marketplace”
directory, real estate and classified ads, and
the sports page. These last pages will also
soon contain “Voiceboard” telepersonal list
ings. In all sections, w e’re committed to
balanced content for lesbians and gay men.
Reading is passive; Watermark is intended
to be an interactive process. We need you
to share a little of your life with us. We need
to know what you do at work and away from
work. We need your ideas and opinions. We
also hope you’ll be ambitious with your
advertising. L et’s replace those business
card ads with attractive, state-of-the-art
advertising concepts that reflect the vital

ity of the gay patrons you seek.
W e’re excited about Watermark and
the whole process of creating each issue.
Call us with news tips. Send us letters. Show
off photos in the “Gallery”. Place a classi
fied ad. Tell us where y o u ’d like to see
Watermark distributed. And by all means,
read our paper, pass it around, and as we
change and grow with our first issues, let
us know what you think.

Watermark welcomes
letters to the editor. All
letters are subject to
editing for content and
length. Letters should be
sent to:
P. O. Box 533655
Orlando, FL 32853-3655
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MICHAEL E. DUNN, M.D.

HIV+?
THINKING OF
SELLING A
POLICY?
READ ON!

Infectious Diseases
Internal Medicine
Specializing in the
CARE of People
with
HIV Disease & AIDS
1355 Orange Avenue • Suite 5 • Winter Park, Florida 32789

Phone: (407) 645-2661

HIAWASSEE
VETERINARY CLINIC

“ Thanks
toyou Vm driving the car o f my dreams. was
thrilled with how quickly you were able to sell my group
policy and it
isn9teven affecting my benefits. You always
took my
cals day or night. felt you really bless
you.
99
-CC
Whether you want to realize a dream or just take care of
your health or finances, you owe it to yourself to call
today for no obligation information and application.
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Dentistry
Boarding
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Nutrition
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$ Flea Control
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4 Dog Training

(407)299-3969
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GAY COM EDY
W ITHOUT A NET
The Im provabilities are
“F lorida’s Freshest Fruit”

by R. A. Bach
The man and woman are center stage,
acting out a horrific and hilarious free asso
ciation about robots and exploding internal
organs. Offstage, someone yells “Freeze!
Tennessee W illiams.” Instantaneously the
actors begin fanning themselves and talk
ing about m endacity in drippy southern
voices filled with pent-up sexual frustration.
The scenario continues on its new course un
til we hear “Freeze! Stephen Sondheim.” The
actors become urban sophisticates as they
begin singing about their neurotic, selfimportant lives...on the mansion...in outer
space. This madcap display of inventiveness con
tinues as a Greek tragedy with chorus, a Rogers
and Hammerstein musical, an Oscar Wilde
comedy of manners, and finally Shakespeare.
Improvisation is comedy without a net;
part of the entertainment lies in the poten
tial for disaster. Can they pull it off? Can
they invent something funny without ben
efit of prior thought? Like a trapeze act,
when the Improvabilities do pull it off you
don’t know whether to laugh, applaud or
gasp in amazement. And they pull it off
time after time, often brilliantly, sometimes

just barely, and that’s fun too.
For almost a year, the Improvabilities
have been providing Central Florida with
hilarious, intelligent, insightful sketch com
edy that assumes a gay sensibility. They are
also one of the best entertainment values in
town. On weekends, its no longer necessary
to go to a bar after dinner to stay gay. Go to
the Eola Theater, wave at friends, have a
seat and prepare to be wildly entertained.
These are funny, funny people, and it’s a
privilege to catch them at this stage of their
promising collective career.
Troy Tinker founded the Improvabili
ties after four years of improv work in
Cleveland. His dream was “to form a com
edy troupe that would make people laugh
while shedding light on gay experience.”
Several members were recruited from the
Comedy W arehouse at Pleasure Island,
and others were mined from Universal
Studios, the Hat Box Revue, and local chil
dren’s theater.
Along with Troy, Dave Almeida is the
group’s most versatile performer, comfort
able and funny as daddy or diva. Catherine
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Goodison has the wry wit and deadpan de sive ease. She’s Lucy, Bette, Roseanne and
livery of
Roseanne’sSara Gilbert John Connon,
more. With his expressive face, a real art
his handsome face topped by a shock of ist’s tool, the hilarious Martin Kunz can
peroxide blonde hair, could be the twisted draw laughter with little more than an arched
anchorman for the John Waters Network. eyebrow. At a recent show, he created a boyTalented Rae L’Heureaux can be petite in-the-bubble cruising the Parliament house
then brassy, stem then bawdy as she calls by rolling his big orb up and down the bal
on a broad range of characters with impres- conies (“Look but don’t touch, baby”). It
was com edic inven tiv en ess w orthy of
Jonathan Winters.
One of the great pleasures of watching
this versatile group is sharing their delight
in each other’s courage and wit. It’s easy to
tell when a peer has been impressed. Ac
tors uninvolved in a partic-ular sketch will
often jum p in when an inspired comedic
idea sparks their imagination. The hilarity
builds exponentially as troupe members
bounce off each other like speeding pinballs.
Perform ances last approxim ately two
hours, with one fifteen minute intermission.
The audience is in volved th ro u g h o u t,
calling out suggestions and often parti
cipating onstage. Catch these wonderful
performers often and while you still can.
After opening for the Fabulous Flirtations
in May at The Club, The Improvabilities
will be performing with them at selected up
coming concerts. The Improvabilities are
also pursuing regional bookings.
Don’t miss The Improvabilities, “Florida’s
Freshest Fruit”, at one of their upcoming
Friday shows at the Eola Theatre on Wall
Street Plaza. Showtimes are at 10:30 PM on
THE IMPROVABILITIES: (clockwise from top left)
Friday,
September 2nd, 9th, 16th and 30th.
Dave Almeida, John Connon, Rae LHeureaux,
Call (407) 521-7499.
Martin Kunz, Troy Tinker. Not pictured: Catherine
Goodison

ONE OF BROADWAY’S ORIGINAL “CAGELLES”
REMEMBERS FIVE YEARS IN HEELS
by TomDyer
LaCage Aux Folles is landmark gay entertainment.
Based on a play by Jean Poiret, the French movie about
ZaZa, a tightly wound female impersonator, and his long
time com panion Georges, was funny, touching, and a
surprise hit in the 70s. The transformation to Broadway
musical several years later was an overwhelming creative
and financial success.
La Cage Aux Folles will be performed at the M ark Two
D inner T h eater through October 2nd; the perfect excuse
to visit with Orlando’s Sam Singhaus, one of the original
“Cagelles” in the Broadway production. Sam is known to
many as the charismatic co-owner and driving force be
hind the fondly remembered downtown club “Big Bang”,
and through his association with the popular Club At
Firestone.
Musical by nature, Sam developed his interest in dance
while attending Boone High School. After graduating, he
took dance classes with Kip Watson and worked with what
eventually became the Southern Ballet Theater.
Encouraged by his teachers, he went to New York to
study dance and within weeks was awarded a scholarship

with the Richard Thomas Ballet Company. “The whole
thing was really unbelievable,” said Sam. “I went to New
York for three months and ended up staying ten years.”

SAM REVIEWS
M A R K T W O ’S

LA CAGE A U X FOLLES

is
Sam was drawn to musical comedy, and he eventually
left the ballet to train and take a job at Radio City. He did
skit work on Saturday Night Live, and in time started audi
tioning for Broadway shows. His first big show was a
national tour of Seven Brides fo r Seven Brothers with
Debbie Boone. “It was a great show and a lot of fun,” said
Singhaus. “Debbie was great in it, but the New York crit
ics couldn’t get over themselves enough to give her a good
review.” After a successful tour, the show closed soon af
ter reaching Broadway.

Continued Page 14
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A R T F U L L IV IN G
“CAGELLE”
From Page 13
Then auditions for La Cage Aux Folles
began. “For some reason I just had the feel
ing that this was the right show for me,” he
remembered. “I didn’t know that much
about it, just that it was Jerry Herman, Arthur
Laurents and Harvey Fierstein and it was
going to be a six million dollar musical and
it was going to be a hit.” Apparently others
felt the same way. Along with 1000 other
dancers, Sam sought a role as one of the en
ergetic “cagelles”. Auditions lasted for three
full months as dancers were pared to the fi
nal ten.
According to Sam, “We weren’t told we
would be in drag half the show until the
very end. We were told to bring high heels
to the final auditions.” So Sam went shop
ping. “I lived on the upper west side at the
time, so I walked up to Harlem figuring I’d
find larger sizes there. I went into this
women’s shoe store and started looking, and
after watching me for a while this saleslady
asked if she could help me. Fortunately,
Tootsie had just come out, so I asked her if
she’d seen the movie. She said she had, so
I told her it was a Tootsie thing. She sold
me a great pair of shoes.”
In fact, Sam had never appeared in drag
before La Cage, and it took weeks to get
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♦ W edding & G ift R egistry ♦
♦ O riginal Art ♦ Lim ited Editions ♦
Art G lass ♦ Jew elry ♦ Sculpture ♦
♦ D ecorative A ccessories ♦ Framing ♦
♦ Judaic Art & G ifts ♦
♦ In-H om e Art C onsultation ♦
♦ Fund R aising Programs ♦
348 Park A venue North
W inter Park, Florida 32789
(407) 629-1488
(In the Hidden Gardens - across from Jacobsons)

used to the specially braced high heel shoes.
“We tried out in Boston and changed the
show every day. It was tough. I definitely
hit my ‘Butterfield 8 ’ weight.” But he says
it was clear that the show would be a hit from
the start, and he ended up staying with La
Cage until it closed almost five years later.
During the show’s run, Sam worked with
the likes of George Hearn, Keene Curtis,
Gene Barry, Peter Marshall, and his favor
ite, Van Johnson. “A real old Hollywood
star. H e’s sure nice and real, real fun. He
always wore red socks, so when he came
back to see the show after he’d left it, I
snuck out and bought red socks for the cast.
When the curtain came up for ovations, we
lifted our pant legs and you could hear his
boisterous laugh everyw here. He was
great.”
Sam notes that there was initial criticism
of the show from some gay quarters because,
like the recent movie Philadelphia, there was
almost no affection displayed between the
principal gay couple. Sam thinks this criti
cism is misplaced. “First of all, Georges and
ZaZa had been together for decades, so let’s
be real. Also, much of the audience would
have been turned off by them kissing and
stuff. Instead, everyone who saw the play
left thinking that the love between two men
can be beautiful. After all, love is what the
play is really about.”
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Florida Republicanshave
• GOVERNOR CLAUDE KIRK, who actively opposed
school desegregation; whose outrageous self-pro
motion led him to fight with lawmakers of both
parties; and who was viewed as a buffoon by both
j Republican and Democratic voters.

GOV.
CLAUDE
KIRK

SEN.
PAULA
HAWKINS

:

THEATER’S

r'

In this world of ordinary people
we can do extraordinary
together.
Comjoin us.

• SENATOR PAULA HAWKINS, who insulted Florida’s
Cuban community by saying, "you know how they
are"; who repeatedly trashed Florida in public fo
rums around the U.S.; who was criticized in both
Florida and Washington for playing fast and loose
with the truth; who was described as a “ lightweight”
by the W all S tree t
Journat,and who was chosen
one of the ten worst senators by W ashing to n
Monthly.
• GOVERNOR BOB MARTINEZ, who tried to defy
Florida’s constitution by taking away women’s right
to choose and who left behind federal lawsuits that
turned prisoners back out on the streets after serv
ing only 32% of their sentences; prisons that
couldn’t open because there was no money to run
them; and a welfare computer that crashed.

WE’VE SEEN FIRST-HAND
WHAT THE REPUBLICANS
HAVE TO OFFER.

DO WE REALLY W ANT TO
GAMBLE ON THEM AGAIN?
Paid political advertisement. Paid for by The Rainbow Democratic Club

Sunday Services: 10:30 a.in. 6c 7:15 p.m.
Prayer Breakfast: 7:15 a.m.. Wednesday
Service or Group: 7:30 p.m.. Wednesday
Aids Ministry: Monday thru Friday . 8:30-4:30
Friday - 7:30 p.m.
AA - Friday. 8:00 p.m.

A place for a loving Cod,

an open do

Pastor [arnes Brock - Assistant Pastor Carol Male

Toy Metropolitan Community Church
2351 S. Fernereek Ave. - 894-1081
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The buzz on O liver S tone’s Natural Born Killers has
been good...good and violent. I ’ve never been a particu
lar fan o f S to n e ’s, and I was prepared for his usual
overboard style. Overboard does not begin to describe
the buttons and barriers this film pushes. And by the way,
I loved this movie.
Visually, Natural Born Killers is exciting. Trippy in
fact. The actors, with one exception, are m em orable.
Standouts include the ubiquitous Tommy Lee Jones as a
fiendish prison warden, and Juliette Lewis, who has per
fected the role of mentally-unstable-wom an-confined-ina-hospital-room -or-jail-cell. Robert Downey, Jr.’s insipid
Robin Leach im personation was distracting, however.
Why couldn’t Stone get Hugh Grant or Rupert Everett to
play the smarmy British tabloid journalist?
Natural Born Killers presents a scathing portrait of
our sick obsession with tabloid press and TV. And if you
think it’s over-the-top, check out the “real-life” clips of
those darling orphaned M enendez boys, our national hero
O. J. Simpson the pitiful victim Lorena Bobbit, and the
list goes on and on. Is this movie realistic? Yes and more.
I left the theatre amazed at what I had just viewed, and
feeling the same calm experienced after serious “anger
work” with my therapist. This movie is cathartic.
I refuse to com m ent on how “violence begets vio
lence”, and how teenagers will imitate the anti-heroes
Micky and Mallory, played so magnificently by Woody
Harrelson and Juliette Lewis. Take a look at this movie
and see it for what it is; a stunning, chilling portrait of
our society and our sick obsession with gore, violence
and scandal.
• Barcelona is pretentious, boring, and yes, obnoxious.
The actors are m iscast, the dialogue is stilted, the charac
ters unappealing and im plausible. I d id n ’t like W hitt
Stillm an’s last film, Metropolitan (1990); Barcelona an
noyed the hell out of me. I left Enzian in a bad mood and
had to cancel my plans to meet a friend at The Club for a
nightcap.
• On video, check out Six Degrees o f Separation, a so
phisticated movie with outstanding perform ances, and
w itty, in telleg en t dialo g u e (are you listening W hitt
Stillman?). Better than the Broadway play on which it was
based. Also, take a look at Robert A ltm an’s Short Cuts.
Despite its epic length, it was without doubt one of last
year’s best films. The ensemble cast is unforgettable.
• My sister took me to my very first rock concert over
twenty years ago (can that be real ???). I ’ve loved Steely
Dan ever since. And I might have loved them at their
recent St. Petersburg concert if I had heard them. The
Thunderdome is acoustics HELL. Its no excuse that the
arena w asn’t designed for concerts, but for the baseball
team that never was.
• I can’t believe I ’m recommending a restaurant on IDrive, but if you’re looking for a truly unique night out
with friends or a date, visit Cafe Tu Tu Tango. Food, drink,
artwork, artists and dancers all blend to make for one of
the coolest, most original places to hang out in O-Town.
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MARK TWO DINNER THEATER

“I am what l am, and what I am needs no ex Edwards plays his lover George; the solid support
cuses,..” is just one of the lines in what has become that ZaZa needs to keep at least one foot on the
the anthem of modern gay culture. It is part of the ground. Mr. Edwards gives a likeable performance,
score to La
CageAux Folks, a wonderful old-fash
creating a very complimentary, believable character
ioned musical guaranteed to reach in and tug at those with the wisdom to sustain a twenty-year marriage
rusty old heart strings that we all hide so well. I’m to a true diva. As Jean-Michel (the “traitor” son),
sure I wasn’t the only one misty-eyed in the audience Todd Lee Piorier is a pleasure to listen to and look at,
- the opening night onlookers seemed to adore the acting the role with integrity. He and Mr. Edwards
show. The audience consisted mainly of “main make a convincing father-son casting choice.
stream” Americans - the kinds of mothers, fathers,
Other performances worth kudos are Colleen
relatives, and neighbors that we all might find our Ashton as the bubbly and delicious Jacqueline, Ann
selves “coming out” to, perhaps borrowing some of Hurst as the “bridled-gone-giddy” Mme. Dindon, and
the above-mentioned score to plea our case. This Bob Perry’s “second-fiddle” Mercedes. Mary Rose
show, as poignant as it is campy, was the winner of 6 Gray’s Mme. Renaud Ls the quintessential French
Tony awards on Broadway in 1984. With the collabo country barmaid.
ration of Arthur Laurents (West Side
Gypsy.
It’s difficult for me to criticize any theatrical en
The Way We Were) Jerry Herman C
, Dolly!, deavor, but since the Mark Two is a legitimate Equity
Mame), and Harvey Fierstein (Torch Song Trilogy), (union) theatre, the few disappointing aspects of the
an incredible treasure of musical theater was cre performance I attended bear mentioning. The
ated.
Cagelles were a bit too rough around the edges and
The show revolves around two gay male charac their costumes far from flattering. But what they
ters whose son is engaged to the daughter of a lacked in grace they certainly made up for with en
right-wing morals crusader. The story is one of “for thusiasm and shenanigans. Mr. Dindon was played
bidden love” vs. family traditions (sound familiar?). a little too “Lower East Side” for an uptight French
It’s a bit Romeo And Juliet, a bit
Side Story, moralist, and Jacob was pleasant but lacked the fire
and a bit of Thanksgiving dinner with your parents o f a drag-diva wannabe (just go for it, girl!).
and your new “significant other”.
Mark Howard’s direction and Bob Perry’s cho
In this production, Biyce Ward stars as ZaZa, the reography (much of the original Broadway steps were
headline female impersonator/entertainer in his recreated) kept the production swiftly on course. As
lover’s night club. It’s hard to find enough good things we left the theatre singing “The Best ofTImes is Now”,
to say about Mr. Ward. His performance k; filled with Mark Two’s La Cage Aux Folles movingly reminded
warmth, humor, showmanship, and professional art us to be proud of who we really are.
istry. He leaves you wanting more (and he looks so
Thank you cast and crew for an inspirational and
glamorous in those beaded dresses!). Michael enjoyable evening o f theatre.
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AbsolutelyFabulous
Reviewed by Dimitri Toscas

Okay. Who are those two women who are creeping into
our culture? You know, the heavy one whose outrageous
clothes don’t fit her anymore, and the blonde one who hasn’t
changed her hair style since the sixties?
They’re popping up everywhere. On postcards. In our
clubs. Hosting “drag races”. On our televisions. They are
becoming a cultural landmark for the 9 0 s...right up there
with Ru Paul and Hillary Clinton.
Of course, Sweetie, darling.. .they’re Edina and Patsy of
Absolutely Fabulous, the hit series that just arrived from
England on Comedy Central. It’s been a craze on the BBC
since 1992, so why has it taken so long to reach us?
“I think you’ll find, America, that Patsy and Edina have
no redeeming qualities whatsoever,” the show’s producer,

Continued Page 16
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T h e V a " £ A Y ”t io n e r s C lu b

A "Cay Friendly Weekend
Nov. 12 - IS, 1994
Round-trip Air form Orlando,
Transfers Sr 3 nights at the Radisson
Caribbean Resort & Casino.
All for only,

$557 •pp/do*

A Full Service Travel Agency offering the
finest in travel programs to the gay &
lesbian traveler.

- 4 ----------------------------------►-

Phoenix Cay Rodeo
Jan 13 - I d 1995
Air from Orlando, 3 nights hotel
Rodeo tickets and party passes.
All for as low a s ,i $ ! 5 3 & p p / d o *
* Space is limited. Restrictions apply.

i

407 SSI 5635

Aruba - Costa Rica - San Juan - Mexico - N ew Orleans - Key W est - Orlando
| RJ3.V.P. Cruises - Cay Rodeos - Cay Mardi Cras - Mr Leather and so much more

Sydney's Cay
Mardi Cras '95
Round-trip air from Olando, transfers,
7 nights hotel accom m odations 5 day
Sydney transit pass, Cocktail party,
Harbor Cruise, parade view ing and the
Mardi Cras Ball.
all for only,
<

$1,997. p p /do*

------------------------------------------------------------- ----»

Spring Break Orlando
April 1 - 7,199S
Thats right Spring Break right here in
Orlando.
For more information call,
Mark at 2 4 0 3 6 0 0 .
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Jon Plowman, proudly spouts. “It’s been one
of the reasons that America’s been reluctant.”
But if you ask me, that’s the very reason
Edina and Patsy are so attractive to this ster
ile, politically correct generation.
Before you clamor to your tele, America,
there are a few things you need to know to
assimilate yourselves to AbFab, as it is af
fectionately known. Here are some tips to
help you.
1) Edina (Jennifer Saunders) and Patsy
(Joanna Lumley) are fortysomething fash
ion gals. Their major addictions: smokes,
alcohol, and drugs (every kind you can find),
their obsessive issues: slaves to fashion,
wealth, and other current trends, from psy
chic friends to Buddhist chant, from fad diets
to isolation tanks (which Edina can only use
if Patsy’s with her).
Edina’s hard up and heavy. Patsy’s coked
up and homy (a confirmed nymphomaniac).
Basically, they’re everyday people.
2) “Fags” are cigarettes, so don’t get of
fended.
3) Saffron is Edina’s daughter. She’s a
smart, young, science student; the only stable
thing in the house, but watch her tongue.. .it’s
sharp.
4) D on’t be surprised if you recognize
some odd characters. Since the show’s in
stant fam e, stars like G erm aine Greer,
Miranda Richardson, and Helena Bonham
Carter pop up in unexpected cameos.
5) “Colonic irrigation” is merely an ad

I

vanced enema.
6) “LaCroix” is the name of a fashion
line.
7) A television season at the BBC is only
SIX episodes. So don’t be alarmed when you
begin to see reruns of the twelve existing epi
sodes. The third season is due in Spring of
1995, and then, according to Saunders, who
is also writer and co-creator, the girls may
be hitting the big screen.
8) You’ll find Comedy Central’s Abso
lutely Fabulous on Mondays at 8:30 PM,
Saturdays at 4:30 PM, and Sundays at 11:00
PM, but before you set your VCR, be aware
that the show is an odd 40 minutes or so.
Check the listings.
E xtra Bonus: Keep an ear out for the Pet
Shop Boys’ dance track devoted to Patsy and
Edie. It’s a groove.
Our suggestion for beginners: Tape the
show and watch it a few times, until you can
understand what the girls are saying.
And while trying to keep up with Patsy
and Edina for you, we’ve discovered a ma
jor plot line for next season. Get this: Patsy
and Edina are coming to New York!
“I just hope people think it’s funny,”
Lumley states, no doubt maneuvering the
words between her fag and her crooked
smile. “I hope they will. And if it doesn’t
work, it’s not my fault. I’m simply an ac
tress.”
D on’t worry, Pats, as always, your ad
ventures around Manhattan promise to be
exhilarating, exhausting, and absolutely
fabulous.
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G A Y POLITICAL POTBOILER

Flashpoint

by Katherine V. Forrest

Reviewed by Harmony Brenner

Armani, Polo, Calvin Klein
In September, 1991, a California radio
station broadcasts the governor’s plan to veto
a crucial gay-rights bill. This news causes
Donnelly, Flashpoint's central figure, to
mobilize her diverse gay and lesbian cohorts
in a rustic cabin retreat, thus setting the stage
for K atherine V. F o rre st’s latest novel.
Flashpoint spins a provoking fictional web
of reference around real political struggle.
Forrest animates and humanizes these
characters by showing them simultaneously
at their best and worst, as they challenge
and comfort each other through loss and dis
covery. Donnelly is a multi-faceted activist
with impressive connections, and she leads
the group body and soul. Pat Decker owns
the cabin, and thus serves as the group’s
reluctant hostess. Averill Calder Harmon,
a professional golfer with a dislike for ac
tivism, lives in self-hating fear with her
secretary and lover, Angela. Rounding out
the female characters is Querida Quemada,
a su c c e ssfu l L a tin a p ro fe s s io n a l and
D onnelly’s current lover. D onnelly’s exhusband and his male lover complete the
cast.
Throughout the book’s uncharacteristi
cally terse chapters, each character shares
common pain, common shame, and uncom
mon healing. They process their own unique
experiences as homosexuals while Donnelly
prepares to test their commitment. Chal
lenges created by homophobic employers,
families, schools and peers unite Forrest’s
characters despite clear differences in gen
der, class and ethnicity.
Like many cohesive cliques, intriguing
yet painful love triangles once existed within
the group. As their shared bond, Donnelly
helps each of them cope, passing from Bra
dley to Averill to Pat like an Olympic torch
of optimism and activism.
As usual, Forrest spices the entire story
with wonderful snippets of dialogue and
detail. The tranquility and provincial charm
of the woodsy cabin pleasantly contrast the
cosmopolitan lifestyles and concerns of its
inhabitants. Her characters banter naturally,
observe unobtrusively, and soliloquize elo

quently. Each offers insight into the gay and
lesbian experience rarely found in contem
po rary fictio n . F o rre s t’s p olished yet
believable style of characterization remains
the trademark of her bestselling fiction.
At times Flashpoint may seem ponder
ous, but when the governor finally issues his
veto, crisis dynamics reverberate within the
secluded cabin’s walls. Donnelly confronts
her friends with a mission, testing the bounds
of their delicately woven friendships. Each
character must weigh the consequences of
solidarity and true political commitment.
The choices made range from startling to
satisfying, but each is ultimately credible.
For the ardent Forrest reader, Flashpoint
breaks new and significant ground .Forrest
is not typically political, thus excluding most
reference to current events. This story is a
well-timed exception. I highly recommend
it to Forrest fans and to anyone who enjoys
the struggles of determined underdogs. If for
no other reason, read Flashpoint to ignite
your own sense of pride, energy, and activ
ism.
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Actress D anitra Vance 35, died on Sunday, August 21st. An inno
vative and outrageous performance artist, Ms. Vance was once
described as a cross between Laurie Anderson and Little Richard. In
1985 she became the first black woman to join the cast of Saturday Night Live. Ms. Vance
lived in Brooklyn with her companion, Jones Miller. According to Ms. Miller, the cause of
death was breast cancer.

Trcansitions

Greg
Wasson

I n L o v in g M e m o ry
T IM E helps the hurting.
LOVE keeps the memory.
JU ST like the song you sang to me.
“I W ILL ALWAYS
LOVE YOU.”
-Jim

July 1963August 1993

1-4-3

m

Lesbian Pioneer, Rikki Streicher, 68, died on Sunday, August 21st. Ms. Streicher was
a pioneer in San Francisco’s gay civil rights movement and owner of two of the city’s most
famous lesbian bars, M aud’s and A m anda’s. Following Ms. Streicher’s death, San Fran
cisco Mayor Frank Jordan ordered flags flown at half-staff in her honor. Ms. Streicher is
survived by her partner of many years, Mary Sager.

“Transitions" may include memorials, remembrances, weddings, anniversaries, promotions, and other announcements. Please send submissions with black and white photo to WATERMARK • P.O. Box 533655 • Orlando, F L 32853-3655. Announcements an; free of charge.
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MARK MATTHEWS PLACES IN MR. HOTLANTA. Orlando’s own Mark Matthews
was the second runner-up in the 1994 Mr. Hotlanta International contest. Those w ho’ve
done the Atlanta river expo know that the bodybuilding competition is a major production,
theatrically and pectorally. Word is that many thought Mark should have w o n ...it’s all so
political. Congratulations, Mark. Readers, w e’ll try and get hold of some pictures.
ENZIAN’S GAY FILM SERIES ENDS. According to Manager Peg O ’Keef, Enzian’s
Summer Gay and Lesbian Film series was a moderate disappointment. “We were very
pleased with the films presented,” said O ’Keef, “ but disappointed that more people didn’t
get to see them.” She reports that Go Fish, a seriocomic lesbian slice-of-life, was well
attended, “probably because it got lots of national publicity and the Orlando Sentinel did
a story on it.” Other films, however, did less well. The last film in the series, Coming Out
Under Fire, an award-winning documentary about gays in the military, is presently play
ing. O ’Keef states that despite the mixed response, Enzian will continue to present lesbian
and gay films in Central Florida. The highly anticipated The Adventures o f Priscilla, Queen
o f the Desert begins playing in late September.
SOUTHERN COUNTRY HOSTS “O’TOWN HOEDOWN” . Southern Country Or
lando will hold their second annual “O ’Town Hoedown” on September 9th, 1Oth, and 11 th.
All events will be held at the Harley Hotel’s Eola Ballroom and at the Full Moon Saloon.
According to Jerry Murtha, Souther Country President, anywhere from 300 to 500 people
are expected. Proceeds from this year’s hoedown will benefit CENTAUR and the Hope &
Help Center. Southern Country Orlando is one of 41 gay country/westem dancing clubs
nationwide.
DESTINY OF ME OPENS AT ACTING STUDIO. The Acting Studio continues to offer
innovative gay theatre with its upcoming production of The Destiny o f Me. Destiny is Larry
Kramer’s 1993 Obie Award-winning sequel to his
earlier AIDS play, The Normal Heart. Destiny is
directed by Ron Schneider, and will run from Fri
day, September 9th, through Sunday, October 16th.
Tickets are $ 12; seniors and students $ 10.
LOOKING AHEAD. Me and My Girl, called “the
freshest and funniest musical to hit Broadway in
ages” by Newsweek, opens the Civic Theatre of
Central Florida’s MainStage season on Thursday,
September 15th. Call (407) 896-7365 ▼ The Fri
day, September 23rd performance of La CageAux
Folles will be a “FamilyNight Out” to benefit the
Rainbow Democratic Club. Tickets are $45, in
cluding dinner and show. Call (407) 649-7875 for
tickets.▼ Tampa’s 5th Annual International
Pride Film Festival will take place at the mag
nificent Tampa Theatre from Friday, September jq Y MCC RAISED OVER $1500 AT THEIR AN30th to Sunday, October 9th. Call (8 13) 837-4485 NUAL a r t AUCTION ON AUGUST 12TH &
for more information.
13TH.PICTURED; JOE CLANTON (AS EASEL).

Mostly UNFAbUL®us S ocial scjfe s e th a n g r e e n . . .

My .

fAjNA ALTHOUGH You T/»iNK T o AA IS AN ASS, ANA HAVE ( 7 ] o u R. HERETOFORE TiAv CLOSET NoW REAuc EA. T o
I s l o i T ’S ^P/A G N A S A T U R D A Y N i g h t . Y o u r B E S T
Ho m e s t e a A a f t e r th e hurr ; c a n e , y o u ’ v e
A NAGGING rrbug” OFS o ME SoRT or ANOTHER,
w F R IE N D BUCKY JuST C A LLE D 7 REPoRT(HoWHE
SETTl EA on an OUTFiT. A n NoY iNGlY, YoUR BRAHA NEW
KNOW S THESE TfriN O J Y o u ’ ll NEVER F IG U R E )T H A T T H A T T ou ’RENoT G o in g TsSPENA HAPP il YEVER AFTER With
C L A R IN E T (PLAYER You T ft iN k iS S E X Y -T iiE ONEW iTHtfiE ^ THE CLARiNET (PLAYER (<n AnYo NE ELSE) BY STAYING IN AIRE AAY-NEARLY-oUT-oF-STYLE ENGINEER Bools Go bEST
TA TeeS - WiLL p R o b A b L Y BE AT ToDP'S PARTY T o N lG H T ..: w rrA Your KLEENe# watching m u r d er she w r o t e . WiTH THE L°oSE FfTTiNG fl-EANST H A T HAPPEN T o BE SOPPING WET & DRip DRYin G oVeRTHETuB.
You St a r t THiNKiNG ABouT W.flAT To WEAR..

*PoVO 'S

shampoo;

P©Y ou TMRoW IT
O U T ? S E H P t T T 00
H I rA ? P U T IT AW AY ?
L E T IT S IT TH E R E ?,

rT lffu R HAi(R HAS SENT WORD THAT iT, ALS©, iiAS
“TjftE C
kf^T
QC CONOCO
KTi*aJ/1«
FTIL H
U_
,AJktJjQ
N A UfiV
W iLLI N
o t BE
C°oPERATiNG
Tfc fS E V E N IN G .

>IHATTwFH°SEpvT$
UPVOTK-” , .
TSK T S K T S K -.

JV

Fo r c in g YtfUR ” STRAIGHT LeGS” o v e r the
NEW BooTS , AoSE YouR b^lANcE ANA (PRODUCE
A GREENISH WELT ON YoUR F©RE,fiEAP... ToAA’S A A '
A ress was last seen ©n a T i’n y s c r a p o F paper AbVrA
M IF Hour AGo, & is NoW iRRETRiEVAbLY LOST U n AER
ALL T^»E CloT.fr ES YOU HATE.

I s JuAAENLY (A/vuS. NoTToTfrE PlSpLEASuRE oFACERT A iN MEMbER OF th iS HoUSE^oLA WHS, AS IT
T u r n s cruT, J iAA NO PLANS To iNviTtr JiER (pokER bu<A"
AiES 0VE(R7HiS EVENING Fo R ( p i l l A ANAbEER>T)iE
KLEENeX ANATHE VCR PoN’TLOoKSo UNApREALiNG.

WATERMARK / August 31, 1994

O U R C U LTU R E

1
MBA MEETING.
With guest speaker,
Erin Somers of “Pas
sion Phones”.
Downtown Radisson.
6:30 PM. 420-2182.

THE IMPROB
ABILITIES.
“Florida’s Freshest
Fruit”. Performing at
the Eola Theatre.
10:30 PM. 521-7499.

COMING OUT
UNDER FIRE.
Award-winning
documentary about
gays in the military.
5:30 PM. Enzian.
644-4662.

LUAU ‘94. Annual
Labor Day Weekend
party begins at the
Parliament House thru
Sept. 5. 425-7571.

THU

BOXCARS GRAND
OPENING. At the
railroad car building in
Fern Park. Thru Sept.
4. 831-7559.
WHORES OF
BABYLON. A return
to Sodom & Gomorrah
at The Club. Togas
optional. 426-0005.

GAY DAY AT
BUSCH GARDENS.
Gay & Lesbian day in
the Busch (Gardens,
that is), in Tampa.
Sponsored by GLCS.
425-4527.

SAT

FRI

SUN

6
DELTA YOUTH
ALLIANCE. Support
group for gay, lesbian
and bisexual youth
under 22. 6:00 PM.
236-9415.

OUT & ABOUT
BOOKS. Chill after
Labor Day. Let owner
Bruce Ground give
you attitude.
896-0204.
G.L.C.S. While
you’re downtown,
check out The Center;
Gay Activity Central.
425-4527.

MON

TUE

Free Tours and
Wine Tasting

FAMILY VALUES.
Gay & Lesbian radio
on 91.5 FM. Talk,
music, news, inter
views, entertainment,
community events.
646-2398.

Mon-Sat 10-5 PM
Sun Noon-5 PM

ORLANDO
FRONTRUNNERS.
Meet at the red pagoda
at Lake Eola. 7:30
PM. 857-1777.

WED

JUST 30 MINUTES FROM ORLANDO
6 MILES NORTH OF CLERMONT O N U.S. 27 • 1-8 0 0 -7 6 8 -W IN E

11

10

8
PRIMARY ELEC
TION. Vote.

THE
IMPROVABILITIES.
See Sept. 2.
THE DESTINY OF
ME. Opening at The
Acting Studio. 8:00
PM. 425-2281.
O’TOWN
HOEDOWN. South
ern Country dancefest
at the Harley Hotel
and Full Moon Saloon.
1-800-859-0518 x.518.

FRI

THU

BOWLING. GLBL
begins fall league at
Fair Lanes Indian
Hills. 831-717L

12

OBTA. Gay and
lesbian round robin
tennis. 10:30 AM.
292-8582.

BOWLING. OBBA
begins fall league at
BowlAmerica Winter
Park. 8:00 PM. 6442244.

DELTA YOUTH
ALLIANCE. See
Sept. 5.

THE DESTINY OF
ME. Continues at the
Acting Studio. Thru
Oct. 16.

SUN

MON

TUE

OPEN FORI
RIi ^

14

FAMILY VALUES.
See Sept. 7.
ORLANDO
FRONTRUNNERS.
See Sept. 7.

ORLANDO
FRONTRUNNERS.
See Sept. 5.

O ’TOWN
HOEDOWN. Contin
ues at the Harley Hotel
and Full Moon Saloon.
Thru Sept. 11.

SAT

GAYSKATE.
Semoran Skate way in
Fern Park. 9:15 PM.
425-4527.

13

WED

GOURMET SALADS
SANDWICHES
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ill!! M
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LATTE
BEER & WINE
ICE CREAM

O R A N G E A V E N U E A N T IQ U E S M A R K E T
AND
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DELIVERY AVAILABLE
T H E W H IT E W O L F C A F E
1829 NORTH ORANGE AVENUE-ORLANDO-8 9 5 -9 9 1 1
* R e d e e m this a d fo r a fr e e cappu ccin o #
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backlot bungalow here at Paramount Pic
tures, I ’
m faced with an all too familiar
dilemma. The script to “
Meet Me in
Gomorrah” (the studio’
s last-ditch ef
fort to save my Hindenburg-like career)
has just been delivered and tossed onto
my desk like some cheap dress off the
clearance rack at Bergdorf’
s. Do I read
it or torch it?! The stench from the
typewriter ink still lingers like
Crawford’
s signature cologne, "Depres
sion. ”
How could this have happened? I was
once the QUEEN of Hollywood - now I ’
m
reduced to fighting for tabloid head
lines with Charlene Tilton and Leigh
Shannon. Whatever happened to great
pictures like “
Love On a Pogo Stick”,
“
Dial S For Suicide”, and “
Shut Up Sweet
Lurlene”? We didn’
t have talent then,
we had pussies! If you needed a hit
picture, all it took was some "fancy
footwork”on the ceiling. But like ev
erything else in life, what goes up
must come down. It seems to be hardknocks time again - better stock up on
the bulletproof Aqua Net. Oh, I ’
m not
too worried - there’
s always Aaron
Spelling. Look what he did for Joan
Collins! (Once a C-cup, always a Bgirl!) And of course there are the
wonderful product-endorsement opportu

nities for television stars. I can see
it now - “
This is Lola O ’
Lay for Gold
Bond Medicated Feminine Hygiene TimeReleased Laxative Squares (in the
“
temper-resistant”packaging).”Perhaps
Cher has the right idea - stand next to
a fat lady and you can’
t help but look
good!
As bitter as a pot of day-old cof
fee? You bet! Wouldn’
t you be if every
career vehicle that came along had a
dead battery?. This new writing as
signment for Watermark will be just
the ticket I need to get back in touch
with my fans - the little people. Each
issue, I ’
ll be bringing you juicy bits
from the front lines and all the local
watering holes of “
Hollywood East”. So,
mind your P ’
s and Q ’
s - information is
pouring in by the thimbleful, and I
want to share every morsel with you.
Here’
s one that’
s hot off the press.
Hang on to your wigs, Girls! Rumor has
it that a certain once-infamous down
town hot spot is currently about to
"explode”again...I hope my booth is still
available!
Oh, and about that new script - you’
re
all invited to a barbecue in Bungalow
B! Who knows, the next dish served up
could be YOU!
Life’
s a bitch, and so am I!

DEB

BLECHMAN
FORCOUNTY COURTJUDGE • ORANGE COUNTY• GROUP 5

Confidential to P.R.: If you want to
keep that arm, you’
d better keep it off
my "novio”!

STREAM OF CONSCIOUSNESS
• If you’re out and about on Sunday, or any
time over the weekend for that matter, make
it a point to check out the east shore of Lake
Ivanhoe, across from Antique Row. Wild
lesbians with jet skis. Shirtless and sweaty
gay volleyballers. When did this happen?
Why w eren’t we told immediately?
• Speaking of out and about, our hero Bruce
Ground is converting the back room at his
w o n d e rfu l book sto re in to a c o ffe e
shop...the “Stage Door Canteen.” Only a
perfect idea. Bruce should be serving you
his own special blend by Thanksgiving. We
pray every night that w e’ll be stuck at Out
and About Books if there’s a nuclear ho
locaust and nobody can go outside for three
months. “Is it time to go already?”
• Do you well up with pride every time one
of our gay superstars makes a public ap
pearance? Elton, Martina, k.d., Melissa...
each tim e I ’ve seen them interview ed,
they’ve been articulate, interesting, confi
dent, comfortable, humble, witty and just

plain nice. So much more well-adjusted
than those other celebrities.
• Around 8:30 PM, dial up 106.7 FM and
listen to “Just Plain Mark” play Guess
The Lesbian. Mark gets two women on the
phone, one gay and one straight, and asks
them some loaded questions: “Who are the
Indigo Girls?” “How many times have you
seen Fried Green Tomatoes?” “Do you have
a tattoo?” A guy contestant is then asked to
Guess The Lesbian based on their answers.
By all accounts, it’s done in good fun and
can be a real hoot (lesbian for “funny”).
• Richard Simmons has replaced Terri
Garr as David Letterman’s favorite foil.
Personally, we c a n ’t decide if Richard
Sim mons sitting on his feet in exercise
shorts with greasy thighs mooning at David
Letterman is a positive development in gay
evolution or not. But we think it is.
• T C T B T ...th e kinda short but incredibly
hunky mail guy at the front counter of the
downtown post office.

■ BRINGING
COMMON SENSE & DIGNITY
TO THE COURTROOM

■ WORKING TOW ARDS
A SAFE COMMUNITY

BY MARK LAWH0N

ASTROLOGY

TRANSITS & LUNATIONS
ARIES (March 21-April 19): You must give and take, stubborn
one. Communications with significant others, particularly chil
dren, may touch your last nerve. Be flexible and focus on mutual
values, not pesky details. Career matters are murky, but swallow
hard and let others shine. Your eighth house is active, so watch
yourself regarding sex and finances. The full moon on the 9th
will shake up your unconscious. Attend to it.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): You’re a fixed earth sign, but its
time for a personal tectonic shift. We’re not talking a change in
hair color. Take a trip and make that big decision you’ve been
pondering. You’re ripe (rotting?) for a relationship of substance.
Look for inner beauty...really. But by all means hide y p tif^n trolling nature. Let her pick the movie. Let him choose the
restaurant. Then keep your mouth shut.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): We’ve all had times like Si&se.
They suck. Get through it and move on. Focus on monetary:|||J
sues and avoid confronting past, present or potential playtSJfe.
If you can muster the energy, you may want to considef|vlethe£ |
professional dissatisfaction is the source of your angst* Coming
attractions...the return of your sex drive.
|
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Mars is passing ovei the Sum1
Hide your credit cards. Avoid Park Avenue. Instead, use tbit en
ergy in a flurry of dating activity. If you’re already “involved,”
make sure you’re getting what you want. On all levels, corilfhiinicate clearly and rationally. Parents may disagree with ypn,
particularly about matters related to children. But if you’ve been
pondering a visit to the sperm bank, you go girl.
Mark Lawhon

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): There’s upheaval on the
home front ‘cause you’re way overdue for some changes. Cour
age. Look inside.. .and you know exactly what I mean. Like Jim
and Tammy Faye, it may be time for a “values and priorities”
makeover. But don’t get down, get creative. On the lighter side,
you’ll have recreational opportunities and the energy to enjoy them.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): Your personal austerity is fi
VIRGO (A(||l2|*Sept. 22): So many details! .li© w ;o^jou d f lially pushing you over the edge. Step back, step aside, it’s time
it all?
you can’t. No one can* so loosen up cm family, tb dance. Life is like the Tower of Terror; scary but fun. Worry
friends::® neighbors. MeahwhilB liil'
• about counting calories later. If you meet someone special, and
very well may, take the chance. Friends and family are bes w ^ M ^ B M lfrfesultin^fire^&ikS; Sex, romancl
times m i t your fingertips, s o . ^ ^ ^ r d
ber t t ® |p u . A small caution...avoid signing anything binding for
’
now, ,
swept away. If you
help from a flieSd, ybuilget
U
LIBRA (Sept 2 M lc i 22): Spell for me, please. 8-A-L-A-N- M Q ftitlU S (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Think Auntie Marne, Aquar;|>E. You rpakej® |rs h a p p y * s a m e for"' :ishs,bcb|use a little grandiosity is appropriate. Don’t stifle it.
yourselLY^uhajllthe knowhow. |§fu. have the%chh<|tigy|Brace| Draw Qgiiyour unconscious (it’s particularly accessible to you
and don’t feel constrained to make sense to the rest of
I i ^ 9 l i i i l » v i h g ,; d o it. You have aboit as much c&aner of b i l l ’s time to begin converting those utopian dreams to reality.
God knows you’ll have the energy, and we less astrologically
sparking a romance right now as t t
:;tq:|^q|M ftrreer fulfillment issues. :
fall into line.
j||QpRPIi6 (Oct 23-Nov. 21): You’re in a very rewardmg-^® !* PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): With this month’s lunation in Pi
transformation, and beauty are indicated. Ypu’te " sces* it’s an excellent time to look in the mirror and ask yourself
more:chi|ged up than the Energizer bunny, so don’t fight t|a|:p. w ® this person really needs other than an eyebrow pluck. No
impulse tb redecorate. And if you’ve ever thought about “cos-: jbaiterbow nervous it makes you, seek nothing short of inner
metic enhancement”, now’s the time.. ;a good excuse to tmf|l|l ® fte ; lYithout major doses of self-discipline, your life will alWatch ter an unexpected invitation. Also watch vour w aisItelL :^M ® rtain ly suck for a while. Friends may seem a little fickle,
dear, ‘nuff said.
' 1l but Biat’s them and not you, dear.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Time and money are on your side, so
go ahead and take that muebrdispussed trip with a special friend.
But don’t venturejpo far; a Bice guest hoiise in the Keys, dear,
not Monte C a p b ^ a ^ c ^ ib PlrticuIar should not ignore health
concerns. Those achy joints may reflect nutritional def
iciencies. . .or i g ||t f anyone wants to tell you how to spend your
money, tell thefn to kips off.
£* ~V, V;
. s, ^
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