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For 30 years, many of the babies bom in Sanford got
their fust glimpse of the world in Marie ]. Francis' house.

For more ttnn ttree decades starting in L943, Francis
wasond of Sanford's prominentmidwives. [r a two'story
house, still located at the comer of Sixth Street and Hickory
Avenue, she built a maternity ward to serve the area's
women.

"Some wanted a natural child birth, so they came to the
|ones/Francis Matemity Hall," said Francis' daughter
Daphne F. Humphrey. "She was the one that they trusted."

\Ay'hen Francis decided to become a midwife, she was fol-
lowing in her rno*rer's footsteps.

"My grandmother was a veryistrong woman "
Humphrey said. "She was a practical nurse, who wanted to
help people. And, that was instilled in my mother."

Originaly from Sarasota, Francis moved her family to
Sanlord, where her mother lived, in the 1940s. The state of
Florida sent her to school to become a midwife, and she
opened the maternityward in 1943.

The ward had five beds. and once a soon-to-be mother
was a'dmitted, she stayed for at least nine days. The
patient received threshome cooked meals a iay
(Francis'sister did the cooking), and after delivery
was taught the basics of caring for a baby.

[r the 1950s, the cost of the nine-day stay in the
]ones/Francis Matemity Hall was about $70.
However, a womarl wasn't tumed away from the
door if she didn't have the money to pay for her
stay.

"My mother wouldn'tturn anybody away,"
Humphtey said. "It'didn't intittei whether people
could palr of nCf, phe tqok.care.of lhe{& Ihat's ittst
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Marie Francis is photographed with nurses who came to visit
the maternity ward to leam from the Santcrd midwife.
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Sanford's birth place
Marie J. Francis Celivered more than 40,000 babies in her Sixth Street home

breakfast on the table and that her childrcn realized the
importance of a good education.

"That was always instilled in us," Humphrey said. 'nVe

knew we had to go and be a success. That's just the way it
was."

And Humphrey did become a success. After completing
college, she retumed to Seminole as an educator. She taught
at several schools before she retired a few yeArs ago. She is
also making su-re her mother's legary will not beforgotten.

From the certificates that recorded everv birthht the
Jones/Francis Matemity Hall, flumphrey"created a book
that contains ttle name - in alphabetical order * of each
babv and his oi her farther. There are 41,820 names in the
book.

"The book contains people of all nationalities - of all
colors," Humphrey said. "My mother would help anybody.
She was just try!$g to aqsist and
that's what she ll , : l
f f i ;*hutt t te '  ,  , ra' t
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Marie Francis inspects a bassinet in her maternity ward-
Pictured far right, Francis' daughter, Daphne Humphrey,
holds the book that contains the names of every baby born at
tl're ..lones/Francis Maternity Hall.

upstairs, r.r'hile thc medical facility was located down-
sta irs.

"Wc cor.tlcl l-rcar the babies, brrt it never botherr-'d
me," [  {rrrrrphrcv said.

Altl-rough Francis was ar wttrkirtg, single moihet she
alw.rys nlaLic sLrre there lr.'as
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