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Thunderbirds FlnISh First Year of Battle

~45th Fought In
-Heat, Dust, Cold,
in Hills, On Beach

By Bilf Barrelt

the ner moved up out of the
Twot- holds -Ihla -Lhe durk confuaion
on B-deck and the cool zight air
brushed against thelr aweating fo-
cen. The huck. sergeant shifled the
weight of hié-pack snd looked dack
»t his men ‘who were feeling their
way- behind him seross -the ‘dark
deck di the rail. Many of these men
bad been with him for Two yeary,
Bt 1hey louked differenl now.

A saflor pader & helmel pushed
Ly wim = muoitered « Qula the way,
spldier’ » Well] this was the Navy's
party, this parl uf il There wus
“mulse-«the graan'hl cables gy he
smafl budlx were lwms,‘tbe am-
pliﬂcd vuice f{rom the ‘bridge:

nahmnhﬂnqmnb
| talped from fhe division his-
lon eoq:lld by Sgi. Paul

< Doat- team 11, take your slatipnay

Someyne - yelling, «Bobl Whese's’

b, <

The boriensd nop tom thought ;

of 'ait (e tuclical problems snd

mmennr: hehind him sioge 1940 - |

JHid wen - one’ of the' besi-drained
diyisious gaing over the slde-tw-

ight—or ruther- s moring—bit |

ks Somsch had 4 queer shriveled

fecHng thal whaan'l caused by the.

roligh waler fhey had plowed
hrough for pver 12 hpurs.

The Inén crawled down the -.

tadding nels (o ‘the derk, The

LCP's, loaded,” snsked through.
the rough waler 10 tho asseably |

ares, and there began the endless
vircling, the endiess walting The
men 'who hada’t been sick om

harl the tramspari were slck

! Flrsl Enemy Fire
Then suddenly the night gushed
fire and the roar of navil artillery
the ‘eardrums. Tracer
shells flogered their way through
ibe durk skies sod the rumblg of

thielr impuct was like ap echo. The -

barrage prew M.nvkr and now
fherg were fires on shore. To ihe
7ighl the besm of n lighthouse
swepl the waler agaio and rgaim,’
but there was ltlle counter-fire
from the beaches.

Soddénly tje endiess circling
of the LCP's stopped. They dis-
persed to a buge Y and aped
toward the shores of Sicily. It was
The mur- parly maw.

It was & few nuzulil past 3:45
em., July 10, 1943

The 45th Infantry Livision was

going inlo combat,

The' division lended, 'slong o

45 mile strelch: of beach defended
l\u\hly by s serics of pillboxes
aanned by Italisn  troops with
tierindn reipforcerments. These en-
Py pnr.l!lm wrere quickiy
-

. By lh- middle of the afternoun
we_bsd feken e only coaslal
tfown o our seclor, Scoglill,

which fell with .100 p’!meﬂ.
5. Croce Camerins, crumpled by
Thunderbird artillery, and Villos
vis. The enemy was dropping back
to defend ihe airfields of Onmlln
and Biscarl. -

Both fiejds were aluhbnrnl;
defended, Heavy forces of German
snd Haliao troops lay walting a%
Comiso; But Throligh the hot atish

bird batterfes nlnul shelia infe
ememy positions and at 4:30, Co-
miso airfleld- was ours, together
with 84 planea end huge. siores of
Jammo.

The terrain and installations
around Blsoeri made it ossier la
. ‘defend and -the entmy, largely

Germens fropy the Herman Goer-
ing divisian, slessd. this:
mity to hait the 45th. When Bis-
carl fell after a-jough baltle, the
Jerries mvli back to The mim
fleld.

‘Biscarl Is Taken
The fleld, locpted om- high

artillery resisted desperately wille
everything from small arms -
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slogging slong.

Fascist HQ Falls

Up one bHl, through » valley,
across the ‘Balso River, . through
town uffer town where the smell of
desth mingled with the fragrancs.
af the fiowers tossed Dy ibe liberat-
o Sheilinns. Heat and’ dust and
cudless marching.

Caltanlasetts hsd bedn a pros-
perous Fascist a!mihﬂd bigh e
Ithe mountsins before’ the Amerie
«can planes came over. It was taken
by one regimnent agalost little 6p~

locomotives and freight cars” i,

good condition. But the Thuader-

bird paddlefeet whe P

through will remember it fof the:

smell of death and the p«tplf

walking about with hudnroh!d{.
° over their noses.

The enerhy. was surprised o
the outskirts of Vallelunga and
the sccond battalion of & Thunder
bird regiment disabled or caplur
ed lawwge numberp of. fanks, dcoud
dars and arilllery pieces. Prisog-
ers here numbered 123 Germam
and Italisw soldiers, and the regi-
ment moved on nprthwesl sloAg
Highway 121, capturing the largest
DHdaﬂchunvlmwlmm
eacountered on the jshind.

The enem) was usiag .mimes

pasition dnd the rail center petted -



end demolitions to a gréater cx-
tent now, and the eagineers were
kept busy. But the advance con-
Haved with greater. rapidity. In
the aspproach to Cerds, Krant
sentries were sctually passed be-
fore |Im ensmy npemd fre.

Palcnnb Entered.

tire o force of Germam who had
barricaded themselves on the is-
fand of Ventotenc jn the Gulf of
Naples. The Thunderbird force
returned “successful with. 75 pri
gouers.

& Tha toliowing day, the 10th, the

i .djillioﬂ landed after a -day of

foating regerve In the 'gull. Bn-

At 3 pin, July 23, Thunderbird - emy gir activity was heavy. Gers

patrels entered Palermo and the
aftack swung east slong the Mes-
alna-Palermo cosstal road,

With Britlsh focces pushing up
1ha esst cosst’and the 7th Army
puthing along.the north coast, eo-
emy resistance stiffgped to pre’
pare an escape roule through Mes-
athn, Thuaderbird troops encoun-
tered heavy -fighting -hore in the

stretch.

Demolitions incrossed ond at
one (fme progress Was halied when
# lendslide covered the road. Pro-
gress was ogaln halted when un-
_ldentified ships were sighted oft
the e©opst. Troops riood fense
wclch  2lofng the besches thet
night yntll the ships were repost-
od friendly.

* "Crosilng of the Thsa River met
grim -oppasition and Bifl 235 was
counteraltacked by the desperafe
enemy. Olie reghtiént was ferted
fo mova tross coupicy hrceusn of
@ paar m:d net In their sector.
Tceon s.rwps and enginecrs help-
“ed In this pdvanco ind it was kere
ot the 450 flzgt vred mules, We
wers- to ciaploy  dhem ngain fn
&ven louth«r Afm!u Tater it the

Fear.

The Bemle of Dloody Pidge,
i =t pefore ‘tha rellet of
the A5 tofighest

;.and thi Thonderbird
s:n—.r A it were et
12 pnd grens
inlion of [Afentry
L artliiery bl
‘ 7 toyids
ol §.m I&w!h 2o dislodge then.
Bilter hafd-to-hsud” Nghting ovar
the crest . drove off tag Germans,
Bloody Ridge was c
_THen, efidr 22 diys of combat,
Hie division was b gt backi ‘o
Trabia. for rest and -re-organize-
Hion.#Twe wheks later = division
reslmcn! “lodded on landing cratt
ohd inedd an l{qphjblm Handing
L Falcons in an aftempl to cut
oft the flselng Germans. But fhe

.3rd Division had. already ndvanc- &

wd Beyond thls point.-No one Wk,
pt all disappointed.

* Part of the 1zi En. of this regl-
mient remained o enter Massina
wiih the 3rd Dlvision, and the
Sician cemipaign was over, The
€5th had been baptized by fire.

There were pesses to Palermo.
£:¢n, end the soldiers loarned just -
how swiftly good wine can dis-
appear. There were showe jn sl
e arcas—ilisyTs atill tq‘&lnn
abont Pobe Hope and Frances,

- Langford—and there were nalive
fritfts and vegetzbles thal fasted
gacd after weeks of C-ratlona

Fifty Go Ahaad

Belore the convoy-even resched
e Gulf of Salerno, enemy planes
atlacked. There wes one bad mo-
ment when s hézvy bomd leniling
emoke croshed inlo the cdnvoy
afen, but no demegs wus done, 4t
4 pu. of tae dry the 45t noyed
from Siclly, the_pazodncement uf
dhe surrender of\Italy was niade,
There was cheering. bul the men
kaew fitere wws hard fighliag
waltidg for them.

Actusily. the @!/lion wias Rght-
Jng Ih fiely Befure. or pegimedits
favaded at Persthf.. 'A force of
aoproxbinately 0 mén {frotm one
of (b [njaniry oullls was dis
pi'cl .l whidard a destreyer fa caps

man foreex had been prepared for
the landings and the dirision that
landed here on D-day had sustain-
-ed l:en-rv casualties.
* Two regiments atlacked up Hig-
way (8. Enemy chservelion from
.high groond covered every move
we-made whiie our arliilery, dap~
ended moiply on Plper Cobs for
direction. Troops met enemy fire
from prepared stromg poists on
the way to Baitipaglia and fema-
clous Gefmens who hurg on In
Persan even after pu¥ froops had:
passed through machised-gunned.
infantry. He.!vy eoncentra-
«tions of tanks pounterattacked.

Warehouse- Smashed

Our Artlilery smashed the Jerry
strongpolnt et the "Tobscco Wezs-
house. Firing more rounds than
they had ever fired before, Eiese
guus' of the 45th lterally saved
the day here in the Plaln of
Persdno, Firing direct, oflsh with
no iofantry in front of them the
Botviizers drove the ememy. buck.
They still speak ia ome-batlery of
the night the gunnsrs, armed with -
rifics, took ‘positions in fromt of
Aheir blg guns while ¢hovonets
were-fized on [ke atiliery plesesy

It was-& week after ihe Initia)
landings before the German forces
bagan - wilhdrawing eloag our
s front.to the Korth. Mines and de
violitions lay in- thelr trail.

Nztural defensive -tertain sided
‘g strony Gertgan reslstonce =t Olf-
velo and Quag‘}cﬂi and wa con-
tiaued sotth caly after tEs full
welght of var sigierlor
- Was. brqugbt to.
péints, The rdvafica oi the £5th
comtinusd against {{fle opposition
teward the end of So:(zmbtr bui
alvu\:" theve weré mines and
Hlown Bridges mid the dresded
rains of Ialy that made by-passes
-shck. and dnngnwh

Bgnsvanto Reduced
These was more rain in .fhe
days fpat followed, much more
-Fain, The Krauls mllnned 3
harrads our. movements with artil-
lery five doross roads apd exign.
lve mineloying snd demtoiitions.
Our’ grealest encmy during these
early days of Octoher, hawever,
was the cold rain fhat slowed
traffic 4o a erawl and made misers
able the life of the llac soldier.
ere wore mines along fthe

: road lo Bunovento, and the road

" was shelted by :nu.an,y gung fo-the
‘Noith, Bul the luize mountain
Town, capital cily of ' » province,
fell. What was left of il, that s,
Alied planes had reduced [he rall
ef-nler ‘tn #-pile ol’ rblle, and
:bnmlerh'nh gaw ore 1he great-
eal devastation since Batlipazlia.
Ph)dﬂsu waa impeded” u.nlﬂ our
»engingers ‘conid .clear the ilreels™

for traff
through  shorilved
cenemy r<slstdnce at Ponie, the
4bth  miet stibbiorw’ defenses in
‘Cathpeleltero” whark! the Jerzies
toitnjeratiackad
liy and ferihs 1
hald conirof of Higwuy 87 ltad-
.ffu 1o the North. But sgais the ens
etily’s cfforis were fraffies, angd
sgain Ge fled horflevandsTeaviag
the poslomarys trail of fizes and

biown bridges, _ L
At Guardii the :uaa'v -miide hix
strongret  slund t'nte -Eatetno,
Theez wss rotn to slow oir mo-

vements. The nalural defynsee snd
the excellent “shaervation of the
Germans aided the slow-down {n
our pdvante. A singls machine.
gun or moriar concealed bigh in
the rocky face of a mountan could
pin down great mumbers of our
men end H was dark befoto the
battalion asseult whick began at
daylight finaly sorrounded the
town,

River ls Crossed -

We: maved on Correlo and To-
168¢, and here, 1go, the enemy re-
sisted with small eonntérattacks
that were broken up by our artil-
lery. Smgll delermined “growps
were Ieft fo the.waké of the Ger-
maz  withdrawal towsrd Pied-
monte and with machine guns,
mortars and arfillery they bam-
pered the Thunderbird advanée,

Contact with the enemy contin.

ued, There was increased use of
automstic .weapops along (he do-
fenelve Hue on the Titerno River,

the escreaming -cemien.-
il v

our observation was further He
mited.
mmu!mnmnm“
ectuslly knew nothiag of mountetn
warfare déspite {he- helghls we
bad aplured f Sicily and south.
ern Italy, Huge boulders, rock
ledges, caves, reverse slopes, to-
wering  peaks—ajl these fattors
contributed 1o the enemy's delense
and he had made the most of them.
Proj was nocessarily slaw.
There wore no routes ofher than
lhose imterdicted by German
ouns. i wes necessary. for cur
troops o go in under fire, Terret
out the opposition and cffen this
opposition holding up an advance
consisted of only a few well plac-
men. .
" Sdldiers were digging deeper
here then at any time since com-
. fog overseas. Bnemy artillery hud
Increased, With deadly sceurscy
it dropped daily irto Venafro and
Popzilli: for the first time the dic
vislon CP,was shellsd snd our
2upply mnd: lay -under the ‘ob-

whined
nambers. When' this !.lne collaps-
ed, the. Krauts moved back to 1lie
high ground atound Feicchio in
2o sttempt to slop our crossing
Under ‘n heavy artillery barrage.
Thonderbird dogiaces croased the
river and egnin fhe encmy fell
back.

Piedmonfe fell with Ssn Pollto
and Castello d’Alifd.

Then, on October 21, the divi-
slon went into corps recervl the
first opportunity it hed for reat
sinca the starl of dhe Tallan cam-
Pmsn. A total of 40 days had pass-
@ e the division had landed.
fighting.

“This marked the longest poriod
that an entira American division
bad been o the line withont
relief,

‘nna_n:l'wes & short one, but ft
enabled the men to put on cleam
clof for @ chapge snd llm-o
wag vino to drink,

Thers were show-downi, shor-
Uago - reports, ordnanee inspoc-
tions. On the last day of October,

“fhe Thunderbird had Teked hiv

wonnds nnd was ready fo move

agslp.
- This time we moved across thl

Volturfio. On November 2,- under .

eover -of, Garkacss, patrols crossed
Ahe river near Presensauo. Come
plete companies followed acrose
d the drive up the Valufm vat-
was on,
€b. K enlered the HiHs mouns
1517 fown at ubout §2:45 nam. on
Nevewher 410, meefing liltle op-
position s the enémy fled fo
Brepsred pazltions high lo the
~Appenines. Early 1n the morth,
Poxzilli and Sante Lempano fall to
45th dogfaces and mow the aitack
Seqd fnfo ihe monntaing whure the

German  positionsy wefe Ja!‘qméd-

months in edvance, The papers
called thi§ Hitler's ¢Winter Linea
The Infonirymsn used a ferm
more descriplive but * leas prin-
tabie.

Toughest Morsithy

The wonths of Novethher and
December were fhs “tnngheit o
dite in the combat Risttry ‘o dlic
Thres weeks of intenntiiont
all beeame o Novefubef 8, a
cnatinous durmpqur. From Now
saber 20 ilers wWaFd. just fhree
days thei werd . dry-and fhese
days wore spdled By -raia. during

R

.tha nighl. Molor mdvenent bogged

down of by.pussis that berame
snator popls aud biy-
tarned Jats mud holrs
virying in depth of from four o
14 fnches, Sudden wind cud rald
ctormy j‘:n down jenis anll weil
€d equipment..in December thls
Tain turhedto anow and tlest and

on of the Krauts high in the
mountaing,

Mula Co, Serves

Enemy alr actien increased and

%0 did patrolling on both sides.
But.lhc months of November and
Deceicber were mainly marked by
one prolonged ortillery duel.
" The padidiefuut got combat sulls
for the bad weatter, Thunderbird
siorale remefned-high, but i soar
ed st the clightest improvemerit in
living couditions, Juktes about the
‘newly forizzd mule company were
the chief gags of tite day, bot the
meleleers agd the snlmals ‘were
doing a fing. brasc ]oh nod ‘ever-
yone kuzw it.

The men. in rest lalked of «Bloo-
‘dy Basiny sad the sfrange, wierd
things that “Bappened- up {bere
when the sun was dowh and both
sides had patrols out. The rest
area was ueually the muddy- alope
of zoms hill, but some of the men
went to the rest.camp in Naples.

Christmus Passes

For most of the 45th, it was 2.
whils Christmos, but thet's aboof
.all ghat con be sald for the ‘day.
The division paused for a moment
in fts endless ‘masaulé on «lhe next
mouttzine to pray in’the snow,
Abpost everyone, bad furkey and
almoat ‘everyone assured his besl
buddy thet ihey'd both be home
for Christmas snext yests

On-New Year's Eve 4 paddlefoot
stopped th.nlv:ng ct his wite end
¢Auld Lang §:
and reelized that hn end’ tha rest
of fhe 45th had been In Haly for -
118 days with 105 days on -the
liis: The other zeven dnys, he
rememberced, were “Enent in corp
reserve, bul during thel week a
~Thundarbird reglment and half of
unother were In the hse, homlﬁ:
and nntrcilf:-g,
L Itwas g Happr New Yeer, affer
afl, because on the Oth of January
ihe 450k was relleved and sent
back fo 7ot-d~cas below Fled-
monje. There was the pnprece

© dented fuxury -hefe of pyramida

tents to°)ict in, and there were llu
"usuzl rest aren clitres of cleaning
snd lrapecilon .and re-ejuiping
There viss fralning, 100, and the
awsual gripest «And; they cxll !hl.!l
HEST preals

Late I January fhe d5th divi-
zion mgain boarded ships, On Jag-
uery 2916 forward elements land:
26 tn ibe Anzio.arza. .q movg Hat
wis compleled Jonuary 31,

Gppoziticn’ to besthhead gfen
ations waa so small on cffisi
claf o Akilo hazgrded the gomss
that iHd wer was over sad’ we
Uan't know sbonf i Aclusly,

“ricine united.

the Germang, who had been cadght

eoipletely off balzace hers, were
busy orgenizing thelr defenses
and on leruary 7, their stlitude
changed fo one of offense.

They attacked: each day sftor
that, fought stubboroly sgalnst our
operatfons in the factory area and
finaily, on February 16 lounched o
_ drive that was «to clear the Anzio
area of all Allied troops by Febn
roary 183 That the enemy missed
is due chlefly to the heroic stand
of the Thunderbird divislon,

Bottalion ks Cited .

The Krauls altacked out of tha
heavily bombed and shelied «Fao-
forys and came down the Albano-
Anzio -roed fu sn attemat to split
the bmhhurl forces. -Coveriag &
front of about 4 kilometers, the
45th withstcod an altack of o
less' than elght baHalions, support:
ed by 80 Mark VI -and 20 Mark 1V
tauks and reinforced by elements
of seven divisions. The sriffery
that preceeded (he drivc was the
most inlense German Barrags of
e Nallan' campaign, with 14
medfum, 12 light and four heavy
arfillery battalions at the disposal
of the’ German commender.

In the face of all this, the divi-
sion gave way about seven squars.
miles. Our casuallies were heavy,
but the ememy’s loss was tervifie,

The nscond battalion of ene
‘regiment hex bosm cited by Fifth
Atmy for ils stand -here In «The
Batile of the Cavéss

The securing, and holding of
ths Anzio bzachhead will be ree
corded as one of -thy moat dra-
watle episortes of this war, No-
wifere before had Jhers been base-
ball games under the endmy's very
mose, horseraces and [front-line

* entertainment so-close that the en-

emy could hear the apphiuss.
There wers crystil ssts {o help
while away the endless nights pl
|hei§fng, and the only surc-fire
wonversationsl “foplc wos. lha
<dnzio Expresss

On May 23 ot 6:30 a.m. deform-
ined paddlefeet siood up in thelr
fioles and started boldly across the
Il.ht-lop tersain they Kad beea star-
ing wt for over four “moniha " A
beavy b bad preceeded itis
biggest of Wi Jump-offs, and o
a8 they advaficed, gomla on baaks,
some efoot, th= enethy wag ens-
wering uﬂlb mortars I.bd maching

- guns-agd -rtllcr:

- Sl they can® on. Ous lafans
trymion commonted Iater ibat it
was Cefust like -in the ragvise,»
while a Gerinep caplin caplured
in the Iaitisl phazes of the kiiack
pasured one sad all {hat he'd nev-
& seen -anything like it—and this
maen Bad been in Russias,

Up, the Anslo"Atbage rouad the
attack rolled, Dr May 28, the bal-
fered periméler of tha Nlerman.ring
wilted on the ng!lt l.':&qﬂﬂh

Abmy mm;
ineer unit aid {he placu the world
Tealled Afzla vn-n " beachhicad ‘no
Tonger,
Hnd Roms-ls Unrs
Adier \'il.ll"l fell,” the m:m}
dolenses cruinbled ripidty. From
hérs on’to Rorse it waa just & walk
{6 the st part, = long ‘walk, The
Aect Gt the infentry*hddl grawn soft
and tender through four mouths
g ‘trench warlars, and whia the

A5V o" r‘dwqmsm! ares
dnipide’ B, There ‘wire mang,
“ntny-achipy dogk

R fle ;jn.rm of fhe:db
mmn‘;r 't«s-:arr will baid 15 @
auq {(nsnstrared now! Bub thir

bfnl -Brave and noble.
mm wrd sternal Tise great
.sforlin xﬁw L
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he‘en A Peculiar Year--

An Ugly Signorina
Pounds Messman,
Salesman on Job
- 8y Frad Sheshan -

U Hias not been the proverblal

4sweat, blond snd fearss for
the division io ita yesr-long march:
frum the southern Up of Sicjly lq‘
ihe Elernal City, Here..and thers,”
undd sometimes at the height of
lun:le, incidents have faken placa-
thst caused baitle weary danuu
to it dnr,p and have a good belly-
lan,

n!y 1D wa; the bealums nl it

2, . A wind
litew up the night before, churp-
kig up the waler and making
mazy ¢ Thunderbird "ill at ense
wkile lossing. about In an open
nssiylt boot. One, in periiculsr,
wai very iil at epss, Pyl Johm
Webb. He'd no soungr lended
whea E lay. right there -in the
umi compdsing his violent slo-
mzch, Vue next thing he knew he
wag bexax berated by a threeslar
seneral, who was telling him of
nix charices of remaining fheee.

4Sir» said Webb, «fhe way 1
feel now, I don't pariicularly give
a daninls The three-star {urned
away 1o bawl out a mecond liew-
felant,

P ¥l. John Crawlped, paddiefoat,
slastil off on the wrong foat

most immediately whea the di-
vision sturted in aclion, Crawlord
had a .ot of fraining, but his bhard
earned knowledio ieft him wien
things started “to pop. He wasn’
tuking ery chances on passing sn
apparently deserted hut along the
rargh shose of Sieily, and decided
10 1088 in a grenade. Bul Crawlord
was valy a few feet behind the
hissing plece Into the "housd.

Thege wax  terrific gxplosion thal -

bulged thy sides of the shack, and
Crawford’s buddies hung ‘their
heada for the passing of one of the
boys, Presently, however, the io-
vulnerable Crawlord emerged from
the hut, covered with dust' and
wuttering, «Shucks, lhenc “wasa't
anyone in thers »

tirawlord's sergeanl teok him
aside afler ihis lillle demonatrr
‘tion. end explainéd to him the vae
of the hand grensie. 1t wouldn't
happer  again Crswford mgsuret
the sergeant. And it didn't.

A little later the grodp sp-
proached another hut slopg the
roadl. The same Privale Crawlord,
intent upon gdpoionstrating bis
grensde throwing prowess, pdised
Liitself and let fly another missel
gt the shack. Crawford dida’t
foilow the grenade inlo the homse
Ihis time, He just ran up fo ihe
window and looked i, The

. clused their eyes and lilened” to

the heilish exploslon and the
tinkic of glass. And Crawford
velled back, combing glass it of
his haif, «Two men.deed 1 herea

P fc. Stanley Jorost distinguish

ed himsell fn the Sicillan cam-

paign by being lhe only man {oting
around a frying pan and a nut
cracker in his pack. And Cpl. Fred
Peterson, 0ld Orchard Besch, Me.,
lugged around,a Boy Scout's Hand-.
book aud & copy of Better Homes
ani Gerdems. .

Advenciog oo a small town Just
pbove ths Sslerno secior wei an
intent Thunderbird, Plc. Edward
Freedman. Brookiyn. He and oth:

er members of his squad had been
senl in t6 scapt ou! any enemy in

" the town, A machine gan openéd

up down the street, and Freedman
ataried on-the doubls loward the
zound. As the group pund n door-
way, Freediiian motited an Nalisn
mervously  beckoning do  hiia

. Thinkipg tlie pizan might have

somé Informaticn on the Krauls'
‘wheseahouts, ron over io the '
doomay and peked flie nalive
what h. wanted

«Watina buy some good. vinots

he franl was- g ruu-h‘g hell

one nighty when' the division
had resched the mounlains morth
of fhe Yolturno. The Krsuls were
lossing in simeat everything they
had: So much nolse was being
créaled that Cpl. Bernard Conrad,
Boston, almos! didn't hear ths
phooe when if whistled.

On {bie other end was e very
excited Sgt, Elmer ‘Huys, Greeley,
"Colu., who wis bubbling aver With
Inrp_ruulmn

«Boy, have I got something hot
for you, The diviilon ia going fo
be pulled ot of action ead seat
back io the Sialci:.Hollywood is
making " movie. “The Fighling
Forty-Piflh.'s

lung about tie torn of the year,

Fvi. Dozald Hicka wound vp
In a Irontline foxhels 25 & Thund-
erbird replacement Duridg the
night there wis a constant ex-
change ©f grenades end potato
mashers ali alogg the line, Howev-
er, most of the Veterana were foss-
ing out the lefbal weapons ad soon
as they Janded In their holes Rui
a0l Hicks,

The odd-locking coniraption
lunded gotack in hiz foxhole, right
between ‘his legs. Someaune yelled,
sGrenadels. Hicks sat there dumb-
touaded, gulped a few limes. Then
he covered his eard.

It was a dudl

ight, in the middle of a war
15 & heckoya lime' lo be gelting
® traffic ticket, hut Cpk Al Freed.
Denver, got one through flre mails,
Fouz years ago he'd taced through
the cili’s sireets alighily above the

\ _

i
nu&“mp, and: the stale was jusi
afching wp. with him, Freed paid
fng ok, be said, he wanted
hidg 1o laterfere wilth bis
scoming.

Up on ‘the Antio beachhead

n

when the division was offthe line _

and, running (hrough target prace
tles close to the water's edge, Sgt.
Alya Osborae, Columbus, Ohio,
wat runtlng the pit delsil. Besides
GPs séroing in their rifles sod
doing their best to plunk them In
the bladk, the Krauts were tossing
in & fow lsng-rhngs shelis to try

handy at scoripg a fve.
Shupn-l anid’ bulfets were flylng
gll ovér the cinge that day, but
“the dogfaced did a darped sight
better thap the Krauts did. Os-
borne waved Maggie’s Drawers
-fob tho shrapacl loles that ida't
fijek the black clrcle.

,Funny Things Happened to Gl's

rdinarily. Mess Sﬂsunl Law-

rence Klelaen, Stiliwater, Okla..
didn'{ m'ind"'hrndlns oyt the lefl-
overs from his pvening ‘mesls (o
the local genfry. It was practically,
50P, and mort -humane than tos#
ing it in a garbage pit. But Kieisen
had Other things lo say about it
when one signora slarted helping
herself even before the rompapy
had heen served.

«Hey,» yelped Kleisen at ‘the
eiderly belle. Then, he began start-
fug her dp her way, When Kieisen

bgcame more insistant, she tuck
‘oll' her shoe and beat hell out of

. Sgt. Lloyd Hoar, Abllene,
exas, was escorting a six-
by-six full of replaccments down
one of the beachhead's roads
when some nssty Kraul Ip a Foc-
ke-Wulf decided upon strafing it

Hoar cllmbed up front, manned
the .50 caliber MG, and swung
into actlon. After his second shot,
the ‘gun jemmed. But, at the same
time, the. Focke-Wulf carcened
edrthward-in flames,

Completely compased, ths fall
sergoant turned toward the newr
men =nd casuvally remarked,
«wShucks. 1 uswallf get ‘em with
the first oue.s

‘The Signal Company's Pvt. fum-
es Springelt got o Ihinking that
mboul ‘the best thing be could pos-
3ibly receive from hume ‘would be
four boltles of beer, and he sat
down o write for them, Several
weeks latbr, his wislies were ans-
wered, Four boltle of iced cold-”
beer  prrived from Haorrisburg,
Pa., by mail—¥ picture of them.

0 the durk. a Jerry came saeak

ing up a draw toward Tech,
SgL- Chagles Gearharl, Dunviile,
P, with his burp gun drawn.
Genrharl had the drop on him,
Though,

aDon’t shoot, don’t shooty cried
the Ermr.. «I've got & [riead In
Oklakvma,

c‘leah.; duwled a nearby dog-
Iace, sand you goi  fol of enemies
there, oo
- Sanltary ‘ Smith scquired his
bandle bscavse of his nalliness.
He's never without a shce shine,
a clesn shavé end his pande

One afternoon back in Ihe Ven-
afro seclor, Sahilary was perfarm:
ing hiz abluffons in a GI fub’
Stripped to the skif, Smith was

battery of 88's apeied up'in' wad
around his bathing spal

Sanitary was al a losd. EHter,he
\Bet oul of his lab ‘and lic In.the
dirty dirt, or he'd be a gone fash-
ion plate. Then he Al upon Yhe
best idea

Smith sat daown tnh the tnb end
put hls helmet on
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