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SECTION 1

GENBRAL DISTRICT ACTIVITIES

The district program and oonservation mctivitiés progressed steadily
during 1987. Monthly reports of the WU comserwationist submitted to the
Board of Supervisors, plus obserwations of established comnserwvwation
practicss on the land, gives good indicaticme that the techuiecians of
the Soil Conservation Service did & ecredi‘able job of providing tschnical
assistance to the farmers and coocperatorn of this District.

mmnmmmﬁrd-hqmpmmw
Distriet. A few soattered showers began in March and continued through
April, Abowve normal rainfall wes recorded in May. June and July continued
% be raisy; howsver,the rainfall wp to this time wes pretty uniformily
#nﬂruﬁtﬂ.“:m“:ﬂw!ﬂﬂi“
gecured, The water levels im loeal pounds, lakes, and streams began
rhiq:lﬂlrhwm”'tnfh-hﬂhmm
December as considerable rainfall came m September, Uctober, and
Kovember.

The sovere fresse of December 12 and 15 did wntold damsge to
oltrus, pastures, and vegetables of the District. One ecoperstor
Hﬂr“llﬂﬂmmhﬁMhﬂlii‘lﬂmhﬂlﬂﬂlﬂ
soction of the District.

John: Winter was assigned to the Distriet om 14 February as an
engineering aid. Winter came to the district with nine years experience
with The U.S. Coagt and Geodetis Survey. His services skamid to the
lhmm;mthlwhﬂﬂlmwtpmmﬁ-
Programs

Other visitors and technioians who rendered some technieal assistance
to this distriot during 1957 ares Colin D. Gunn, State Conservetionist,



805, Gaineaville; Hemp Dasher, Assistant to State Gonservationist;
Howard Bissland, State Biologist, 503, Orlandoy f.8, Blickensderfer,
Plant Materials Speclalist, 505, Sarasota; and Al Swarts, 508, Area
Conservationist, Orlande; Elmo Dowling, Assigtant ftate ixtension Engineer,
Gainssvillesy and Jack Barraclough, V8. Geolgleal Survey, Tallahassee,
In addition to the VWork Unit Conservationist snd “ngineering Aid assigned
to the Distriot we received part~time a:sigtance from the So0il Soientists
and engineers assogned to the drea Headqwrters in Orlande, Ve are grateful
for the advice and services rendered %0 sur district cooperators by these men,
SECTION 2
FARN PLAVNING AND APVLIGATION

During 1657 Twenty-five new sosparators signed agreements with the
 Distriet, to carry out needed couservetion wesswres on their land. These
new agreemonts covered approximmtely 6,328 sores. Twemby-five besie
conservation plans were also worked out wilth distriot cooperators last

year, We now have a total of 310 sctiw Gangervation plans covering
approximately 52,208 meres bolny earried sut by local ecoporators. Over
196 of these cooperators recoived some form of techuical mgeistance from
the techuloisns assigned to the Distriey, Several non-eooperators algo
regeived sume tochuical assistence in rolving their 301l Bk Veter problems.
Some of the wajJor conserwmiion practices applied %o the land this
past yuwar arey Cover-eropplug-079 nores, Pasture “lantingy-1226 acres,
Kulech Tillage-8C0 eores, Conservatdon CGrop Rotation=86 mcres, Silage
harvested-3150 tons, Yire-breaks o®iwtructed-28480L.0%., Reforestation Natural-
462 aores, Flsh Fonds Improved- 4, Wildlife Improvement- 98acres, Diteh
constructed= §,00 miles, Draluege op removal of surplus wateré- 520 scres,
Irrigetion Tater Mgt.~ 354 acres, fpodl bk. leveling-10,000 Cu, Yards,



and Tile Draing-- fEpSk@kk 20,3560 Lin. Ft..

One of our major comserwation problems is Water Control, This
includes drainage, irrigation, and plugging of abandonded flowing
wells, Another serious problem in the distriet is the lack of a
good worlmble sod-based rotation for the veget=ble producing aress
in the distriet. The majority of the wegetable growere knows their
lend ie heavily infested with various types of ne-eatodes and also
lacks sufficient organic matter; however, they fmsix are fmeed with an
economie situstion of limited moreage amd high taxes and therefore feel
they crumot let their land be put to & grass sod for two or three years,
A few cooperators have recently started planting both a Suwér and a
Sinter Cover erop and followimg this with an early Spring truck crop.
The normml practice on the vegetable produbing areas around Sanford is
to plant two or three truck crops during the Winter months and then
a cover orop during the Sumaer. IIH'H'I‘-L'm:lmmml
soon straignten out to where at least sone of the larger cooperators
will begin practieing this bdadly needed ged-bsged rotstiomn. Other
conservation problems in the distriet spe wind and water erosion in
young oitrus groves and on vegetable flelds; howover, this prodlem cen
be readily seen by the landowners end is being adequately taken care of
by establishment and maintensuce of jover arops of hairy indigo and erota-
laria.

Pagture planting in this distlet slowed down considerably during
1957, We bolieve this was broughtabout by high prices being paid fpr
land, higher taxes, and & somewhatlower price for beef,



SECTION 3
INFORMATION AWD EDUCATION

TPIRTEEN timely mews artlicles were prepared and published in
loeal news papers. Six films on conserwation were showed to approximately
140 audults and 170 sohool students,

Copiss of our 1966 ammual report were giwen to leading oitisens,
Cooperators, and Civie organizations. Twelve talks on conservation
wére given to schools and eivie clubs. Tem Supervisors meetings were
held during the year and was advertised ms being open to all interested
landowners,

Conserwmtion teaching guides and materials were presented to
every olass in the publie sehocl system of Seminvie Gounty. Partioular
interest wes shown in the South Side primery school in Senford by one
olags teaching conservation. The Pinecrest Blementary sehool also
gshowed cousiderable interest by beginnimg a forest project en their
own schoocl prounds. The local teohniclanas a:sisted iu this project.

2 Ome of the high lighte of our information and sdusation program
lndt year wae our public spesking cémtest which g participated in

by five contestants from eounty high schools. This event was held in
eonjunetion with & regular Ferm Buresmu mewtingr monmbership meeting which
wag attendsd by approximately 100 Farm Buresu members, The district
awarded $50 in cagh pris-s to the combestants,

Our loeal bankers award wag presented to Elbsrt Cawmmok by R.J.
Bauman, President of the Sanford Atlantic Bank., Thig presentation was
mde during the smmual Christeas party of The Seminole County Farm Bureau.
The attendance at this meeting wee o of the largest in the history of



the loeal Farm Bureau,

The Supervisors of this District attended the public hearing
oalled by the U.S. Army Engineers on the proposed Sanford-Titusville
oanal, At this weeting a list of questions, received from various
distriet cooper»tors, eomcerning the possible effects of the proposed
camal was prescnted to the Engineers.

The loeal technielan and supervisors attended all ealled workshop
meetings during the year.

Soil Stewardship Sunday materials were obtained by the Distriet
and presented itim to the loeal ¥inisterial Assoeciation to be distributed
to loeal ehwrohes, One church and one Sunday School clasa are knowm
%o have used the meterials.

i fewl thet considerable Jrogress wes mde in owr Information
and Fdueation program last year. We alse feel that this impertast
portion of the conservation program should eontimuwe to be kept constantly
before the publie,

SECTION 4
SCS COOPERATION WITH OTFER AGENCIES

Supervisors of this district feel fortunate in having ag their
seoretary and trensurer Cecil Tuoker, looel County Ferm Agent, We feel
that the cooperation snd relatioms with this apgeney hae improved the
distriet program and has been adwafrbagecus to both ageneies, Rlmo
Dowling, Assistant Agriculturel Euginmeer with the Axtension Service in
Galvesville, visited the distriet on at least onme cecasion to render
advios and assistance to the Distriet.

Pr-RB¥ Fordes
Dr. Phil Iuiphw other persomnsl at the Central Florida



TOEIOURIRN R AL Vi
Expermental Station were very cooperative in making soil analysis.

The Distriet is very thankful for their advice asd services rendered
to the eooperators of the District.

Our district has woried closely with the local ACP edministrator
and county committee in formulating the looal county program. Our Work
Unit econservetionist provided technieal mssistance in servieing ACP
Referrels on specifisd practices.

Close ocooperation has been observed between our loeal 5C8
teciniolans and the loeal farm forester.

The following ageneies have been very bemefisial in rendering
ssaistanes to the distriety The U.5 Geologioal Survey, The Florida
Sume and Fress Teter Tich Cammiseion. and the Farmers How Adoiuteteadlies

¥e believe that the eooperative efforts of these agenciss hag enabled
its
The distriot to further mue over-all comeervetion program,

SECTION §
Ll .

¥e are proud of the fact that omr District led the State in total
mumber of wvotes oagt for supervisors during the peet two eleotions.
%o feel that this scocomplishment was dus ohiafly to the mpproval of the
merits of our conservetlion program. Robert B, Lee, loesl ransher, was
elected to the Board of Supervisors %0 replace superviser Hemry Wight,

John 5. Winter was added #0 $he Vork Unit staff as a part time
enginsering aid, Ve appreociate this sdditional help; however, Mr. Winter
serves as & part time engineering 8id and we feel that a permanent

conservation aid is needed to efinetively carry on the distriet program,
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SECTION @

ANWUAL PLAN OF VORK AND ACTIVITIES FOR 1968

Spomser local partisipation in State Seil & Water Publie speaking
sontest, More interest is being shown this year than ever before.
See that ench elass room in the publies schools is equipped with a

set of guides and teaghing materials for teashing conssrvation in

the schools. This job is prectically eompleted siuece over 200 sets
were prezented to the Sehppl Superintendent's offfee last year for
distribution to the wvarious classés.

Sponsor and promote the Soil Stesardship Sunday program,

Cuvmarate with the local Bankers' Assoeiation in the seleotiom of
Distriet cooperators for the Baukers Avard,

Publigize the Distriet with timly news articles, and by presentation
of talks, and showing of films to leesl sivie elubs, nchools, and eto.,
Continue to hold regular monthly Boar leetines.

Plan on holding at least one Bourd meeting in & different ares of the
Distriet and invite all cooperators and land owners to attend.

¥ake one Board meeting a dinver merting and have Jupervisors' wives
a8 puvsts.

Initiate and promote & constructive program %o close or plug the

wild flowing wells in this Digtedet. This is becomming a serious problem
in ouwr district. There are an setimated several hundred such wells
that discharges from 50 to owey 1000 gallous per minute from each well.
This is a tremendous waste of water and is also detrimental to many
sores of surrounding farm land,
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