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FARN FLAYNING)
Comservation farm planning oentimued te pregress at a rather

vapid yote during 1965, The geals in basie plans wewe met and the
pumbers of new Distriot Cooperatérs excseded the plamned goals, A
total of 39 basle comgerwation plams and 44 new cecperaters plans

were werked out with District coopraters during the past year, As

of December 51, a tetal of 265 basis cemservatiem plans have bdeen
worked out with osoperaters since the leeal Distrist was orpanised

in 1949, These bsis plans cover over 41 theusand asres of agrioultwral
land,

The fact reomins that ewr lecal fimaneing agencies are mere
considerate of the farmers who practice and carry eut recemmended
conservation practices and cemsider thedir leams as geed finamsial
investronte.



EARN IRATNAGE & IRRIGATIONs

This District experiensed a mather dry year duwring 1966, Many of
sur snall lakes, pamds, and marghlands are either dry or lewer than
ever before. There wore alse mmay of our artesisn wells that ceased
to flow during our Spring truek crop seasen, The todal rainfall in
this aren was net too much belew nermal; hewewer, the intemsity of rainfall
wag lower and mest of the win wag sotually absorbed by the lend thus
allowing enly & smmll amount of run-off te the low areas,

The demands fer water im this Distriet are greater now than ever
before. These incressed demends wore breught about mainly hy ouwr rapidly
inereesing pepulatisn, new hewes, prefessiesal buildings & faotories, amd
improved methods ef farming. In erder teo fwet these demands and expected
future demands feor an ample supply of fresh water wo fesl that a county-
wide water conservatien distriet is necessary. Ve feel thet am adequate
water table oeuld be re-estadlighed and maintained better through a
county-wide program.

To~date 48 miles of smmll spom drainege ditohes have been sstablished
on cooporaters forms fer the purpese of remeving surplus surfuce water
frem appreximtely 7500 acres.

last year feur seepage irrigatiom systems were sstablished en lseal
ceoperators' farms, These irrigation systers &re preving more pepular apnd
2 re embling the ranchers te develep better improved pastures amd greater
boef and milk production,

There are several thousands of acres of prairie lamd in this Distriet
capable sf predusing very goed mstures; hewever, the salt cembent in
mopt of this land is o high that eur impreved grasses and clevers will
not grow preductively, It is our belief that with a goed draimage system



w-m--nuum-rmummnm
@t most of these salte will be lesched out and this acreage will
beosse preductive within & few years. Ome of sur ceopsraters, Mr.
lmthIpﬂmwmi—ﬂMkrpnlrh
1and about feuwr years age and is mow getting excellant results.

uummcnmﬁﬂmmm
land, M, Cammok now has abeut 200 seres of excellant pangela amd
white Duteh olever pagture which is being weed to preducd silage and
greging for his dairy herds e has twe mtal siles of appreximately
250 tons eash and prectices dfeeding silage both Sumwer and Winter,
*t.n—nm-mmmmmmmnﬁm
appreximately 8 tems por acre per cutting.

in increaged amount of lecal imterest sad comsern in water cem-
mﬂnmmmmuwuum“. Cur
mawmmnmuﬂuumm

a ceunty-wide water centrel program.



FORBSTRY & FILDLIFE

Through the efferts ef our Seminsle Consepwatisn Distrist Beard,
the County Commissiomers provided fmm funds for & part-tims farm
forester, The Board fosls tiat this apprepristion is justified and
will prove bemeficial to lecal land ewners. There are ever 70,000
acres in owr distriet that are clasgsified as woedland and are best
uged by leaving them permnently im this orep.

We have sbserved the fine work of the local Fire Cemtrel Unit of
the Flerida Ferest Service. These Rangers ars sssisting leoal weedland
and pasture ewners im plowing fire lames and helping te eentrel forest
fires,

As & result of large soale land clsaring and development in this
Distriet, the bird 1ife setivity has been retarded te a neticeable
extent. Our district realises the need fer preserwatisn of owr bird
1ife and is engaging in & pregrem with some of sur cecperaters te plant
partridge pess and & wow strain of biooler lespedesa.

Our Beard has recemtly received and sigmed & memerendum of under-
standing with the Flerida Game and Fresh Mater Fish Cemmission. ¥e
fesl that tiwir sssistance will e of great bemefit in helping us te
develop & seund wild 1ife pregram. The Distriot bas already received
gone plawting mmterials frem the Comalssien whioh have beem distributed

to losal ceopesraters,



PASTURS & RANOR:

Pasture establishment slowed dewn semowhat during the past
yeay; however, there were appreximtely 1633 acres of improved
gresges planted last year, Pormanent pestures established since
the Disteiot was ergenised in 1049 will awerege appreximately 2000
sores per year, As of thia date appreximately 11,360 acres have been
oleared and plante) te irpreved pugtures, Ooed comserwtien practices
have beem earried out en most of this pasture noreape and as & result
more tomwmge of beef at legs expanse has been reilized by the farmes
embling him ¢o expand his eperatiem,

Inoluded in this acreage in the interesting reclamatiem project
oarried en by sne of owr cesperuters. Vith the guldamce of eut techs
nical staff, Mr, Elbert Camstek has transformed appreximately 200
aores of werthless preirie lamd inte excsllant pasture.

Several sheck plots are being checksd perisddenlly em this
farm to determine the redustiem of salt comtent which was extra
high befere & poed drainage system was imstalled, Seil samples are
sbtained periedically frem the test plote and sent to the Cemtral
Florida Experimemt Statiem where the tetal seluble plamt feod amd the
salt comtent is dotermimed, GSines an Approved drinage system was
iustalled about feur years age the chloride ommtent hna gradually lewered
fyem apprexizately 1500 parts por milliem to around 300 parts per
willien, Soms of these plets were origimlly tee stlty e produce
mative grasses; howovey, thore is now an sxcollant stand of white Duteh
elever and Pangela gress om all of these plets, There are several
thousand sores of similar prairie land in this Distriet which my be
peoleimed by instsllatienm of approved draimage systeme,




GIIRUS & COVER GROPY

Only a small acreage of good citrus land remains undeveleped
in this Distriot; therefere, many citrus grewsrs are beginrning te
use marginal and sub-marginal land in an effert te grew citrus, It
is doubtful that theee m rgimel lamds are capable of predueing oitrus
esosnomioally under swr pressat ccememic cenditiens, Vush of this lamd
mey be more profitable to the owmeys by establishing it o pastures and
timbar,

The Distriot advecates the planting of a gesd lsguminous cover
eérep such as hairy indige em all young groves, Nest of our citeus
sodls ave wery imfertils and lack suffisient srgamic mtter, We feel
that ir dddition to adding nitregen & erganic matter ¢ the sell tw
sover apep pives the seil o heelthier cenditiem by allowing better
aiy and water novwement threugh the seil,

Sines there is only a limited ampunt of remaining geed citrus
land undeveloped in ihiy iselated aress of this Digtrict we feel that
a detalled soll survey an all land befere planting to eitrus is of vital
impertance, This survey could result im better land use and alse e
nore prefitable ¢o all grewers,



Balawce at Beginning of Avaly 220,88

Add receipts
From rent of eguipment 1589 4,00
Tota 1 Receipts - 599,00
Less Expenditures
:hh- noe and repair § 166,46
Supervisers’ W18
Christans 8,06
0ffieoe supplies 16.07
Postage 5.66
Stats Dues 36,00
Inguranoe 15.50
JOTAL EXPENDITURES - § 346,04
BALANGE DECENBER 51, 1968 - _$ 568,00
fAocsunts veceiwable 5 64,00
o o 6.5

service 7.80

and remir 16.76

Tetal 25,00

This certifies that the abew statement is carrect and inm acoerdance
with recerds submitted fer audit.
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SWMART)
The Seminele Distriot held its re-erganisational meeting in

Augugt 1966, Mr. W.W. Ling wag elected te the lecal board replaoing
¥r, Coorge Herden and Mr. Relph Harmend was re-electsd on the Beard,
A greater interest in owr seil & wmter semssrwtisn progrum was
evidenced by the participatisa of lecal land ewners and furmers

in cur recent electi:n for distriot supervisors. Ve understand
that this distriot lad the State in musbers of votes cast during
the past eleoction.

The Deard did not receiw any finmaneial assistance from other
sources fer use on distrist werk during the yesr, Our euly sewoe
of income wag deriwed frem a remtal fee charged fer the use of our
rotertype mower, This mower is rented te cceperntors fear mowi:g
their erep residus, cover crops, and pagtures on a nemial per day
basise The cost of repairs & mintenance about eguals the amsunt
recsived for its use,

The mower has proved te be & very useful piesce of equipment
muumm-hem“. The initial
cost of maching lile this makes imprectiocabls fer s ammll land

Chairmm, Seminsle SCD
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