


AMERICA'S TROPICAL WONDERLAND . . .

first visited Florida, centuries oge Lypres:




FLORIDA CYPRESS GARDENS

This little bock is not a catalogue but is designed to serve as a souvenir
of, or an introduction to the Florida Cypress Gardens and its activities. MNo
attempt has been made to list all of the plants and flowers. We have tried
however to picture a kit of its beauty, answer a few of the questions most
commonly asked and describe briefly some of the outstanding plonts.  While
Florida has a twelve month flower peried, each flower has its own particular
season for blooming; and in Cypress Gardens one finds an ever-changing
array of beauty, no two months alike.

Here in the open are seen rare tropical plants amid surroundings which
reproduce their native jungle homes. The Pothos of the Solomon Islands, the
Monstera of Mexico, the Philodendrons of South America—all grow as rankly
on the cypress at the Gardens as they do on the jungle trees of their own
lends. The Tree Ferns of Australia, the Papyrus of Egypt and the Shell Flower
of the East Indies are perfectly at home in this maze of tropical verdure.

Native Holly trees with fiery red berries, Sweet Bays with silvery green
leaves and tall Gordonias with Magnolia-like bloom are just a few of the
Florida trees that form the living background for this fairyland of nature.

Passing over rustic bridges you come to islands of trees clothed in huge
jungle-creepers with fantastic leaves. Here and there, giant Elephant Ears
grow to heights of fifteen feet or more, taller perhaps than anywhere else in
America. These interest the visitor, as do the smaller varieties with brilliant
red and green, white or velvety black leaves.

NATIVE TREES

BALD CYPRESS (Taxedium distichum) iz o member of the pine family with
fine, fern-like leaves which are dropped in the winter. The trees become bare
in January, but in February renew their green foliage, a sure sign of spring
in Florida. Cypress bears small round cones which have a turpentine odor
and are faverite food for the squirrels.

Cypress trees grow in shallow water or marshy soil. To support them-
selves, they have broad buttressed bases and widely spreading herizontal
roots, from which, at intervals, anchor roots extend deep into the ground. On
the upper side of the horizontal roots grow the "knees.” These begin as a
small bump, or knob, growing upward and increasing in size with age. In
deep swamps they are found as large as six to eight feet in diameter, and
as they tend to become hollow with age, the early settlers found they could
saw them off, invert them and use them as watering troughs for stock.

DAHOON HOLLY (llex Daheon) is a smooth leaf helly whose berries
redden in August and last on through the winter. [t is protected by law.

WAX MYRTLES (Myrica cerifera) are small bushy evergreen trees with
tiny berries from which wax candles were made. They grow in wet soil and
make a good background.

LIVE OAK (Quercus virginiana)-Grows on higher land and is usually
hung with Spanish Moss. Has small crisp oval gray green leaves and spread-
ing branches.

WATER OAK (Quercus nigra)—softer foliage than the live cak.

LONG LEAF YELLOW PINE (Pinus palustris) — Tall with long needles.
Base of the great southern turpentine industry.

SOUTHERN MAGNOLIA (Magnolia grandiflera)—Larae glossy leaves and
ten inch fragrant white blossoms in spring.

SWEET BAY (Magnolia glauca)—Slender tree, light green leaves silvery
beneath. Small sweet white flowers in the spring.

GORDONIA—Tall swamp tree with dark green leaves, starry white flowers
all summer.
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PALMS

Palms are truly the badge of the tropics, the most tropical locking of all
plants. Geologically they are among the few surviving types ol ancient
olant lile. Natives of tropical countries secure from them the three great
necessities of life—food, shelter and clothing.

Palms may be divided into two groups, according to their leaves The
"palmate” have a palm or fan-shaped leaf and the "pinnate” have a long
feather-like leat.

S AW PALMETTO (Serenoa serrulata)Native dwarf fan palm. Intensely
sweet bloom in the spring.

CHINESE FAN PALM (Livistona chinesis) —Attractive large shining green
leaves. Grows in deep shade in the gardens

REED PALM (Rhapis humilis)—A dwarf palm from China which forms a
clump of reedy stems, each topped with an odd many fingered leaf

FISH-TAIL PALM (Caryota urens and Caryota mitis) —Leaflets are fishiail
shape. When mature these palms flower and die. Both are from Burma and
hletleryer.

DATE PALM (Phoenix spp.)—Many kinds in this group. The edible date
does not fruit in Florida

CABBAGE PALMS Mo
tive fan leaved palms with
round heads. May grow

very tall

CYCADS Resemble
small palms but are the
oldest known form of plant
life, dating from early pre
historie times. Several
species may be seen in the
Gardens.

The Cocos plumosa palm
is hardier than its relative,
the Coconut and is much
used in Central Florida.
The bloom cluster resem
bles a sheal of ripe wheat
cnd the seeds lock like
inch-long coconuts with
the scme monkey laces at

one end




FLOWERING TREES AND PLANTS

JACARANDA or FERN TREE—From Brazil, locks like a blue-violet cloud

when in bloom in the spring. Individual flowers are sweet-pea shape.

ROYAL POINCIANA (Poinciana regia)—From Madagascar. Famous
flame tree or Flamboyant of the tropics. Bears immense clusters of flnme red
flowers in the spring followed by bean pods two feet long.

SILK OAK (Grevillea rebusta)—Large lacy leaves, odd vellow flowers in
spring. From Australia.

AUSTRALIAN PINE (Casuarina spp.)—Covered with long fine "needles”
resembling the fine drooping plumage of the cassowary. Used for windbreaks
aleng Coast and Everglades.

MOUNTAIN EBONY or ORCHID TREE (Bauhinia spp.) -Odd (olded
leaves like rounded butterfly wings. Orchid-like flowers of pink, white and
orchid shades bloom in the spring. There is a rare tomato red variety. From
India.

CAJEPUT or PUNK TREE (Melaleuca leucadendron)—Soft white punk-
like bark, white bottle-brush {lowers. From Australia.

BANANAS (Musa spp.)—A number of kinds may be seen in the Gardens.
LIPSTICK. BUTTER-COLORING TREE or ANNATTO (Bixa Orellana). Ccol-

oring for lipsticks, cheese, butter cand oranges is made from the seed pods
of this tree from the East and West Indies.

TRAVELERS' TREE (Ravenala madagascariensis). A member of the Ba-
nana family whose name means "leaf of the forest.” The leaf stalks store water.

CORKSCREW PLANT (Costus spp.)—Green stalks with large leaves in
spiral arrangement. Large red and green cone at top of stalk.

RED POWDER PUFF (Calliandra spp.)—Balls of brilliant red stamens.

ANGEL'S TRUMPET (Datura arborea)—Large leaved shrubs whose ten
inch fragrant white flowers bloom eight or nine times a year.

ORCHIDS—Native butterfly orchids and pineapple-like “air plants” grow
on many trees at Cypress Gardens.

FLAME of the WOODS (Ixora spp.)—Heads of brilliant red on dark green

bushes. Blooms until eold winter.

SKY FLOWER (Thunbergia grandiflora)—Tall vine with large blue flowers.
sometimes called Bengal Clock vine. There is a white variety.

PANDORA VINE (Pandorea Ricasoliana)—2A sun loving vine from South
Africa bearing large pink flowers most of the year.

SPANISH MOSS (Dendropogon usnoides) ot a parasite but gets food
and moisture from air. Has tiny green bloom in spring followed by inch long
seed pods. The wirey part of stems is used for stuifing of furniture and cushions







AZALEAS
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Restful comfort describes a trip thru Tropical folinge in seemingly endless
the Garders lagoons and camals in one

of the electric boats,

variety of shape and shade blends in
lovely wistas.

FILLAR OF FIRE AZALEAS AND MODELS

FLAME YINE (Pyrostegia venusta)— Loosely translated, the botanical name means
“beautiful roof of fire,”” and there could be no better description of Florida’s most spectacular
vine. In January when in full bloom, fences and trees appear to have been frosted with
flaming orange, poured from some giant kettle, At Cypress Gardens the pines look like
pillars of fire and long strands of flowers hang fram the highest branches, A member of
the Bignonia family, it is ¢ tender native of Brazil



CAMELLIA JAPONICAS

The lovely Camellias at Cypress Gardens are a
background of mess-hung live ocks. “hAristocrats of
dignified, yet as graciously beoatiful as the tradition
garly winter the tall dark green bushes are full of
pearing flowers and visitors enjoy “wrindow shoppl
favorites from among the wide range of eolors aond shapes.

Camellia joponica. o native of Ching and

tury and in the early eighiesn hundred
1

&, It 15 o member of
dorless.  Its petals

native

Tex fomily as is alse our to
gasily browned and blighted by handling.
inations,

8.

The colors range from deepest red to soft blush pink, ¢
Seame forms are fully double, some are psony flowered and
Camellic Sasanqua is o less formal species, with sm 1 lecwves, epen bushes, and single ond
double flowers much like o wild rose. It b

Througheout the early 19th century other
Camellias ware brought from the East, and
nursery men in Englend, Italy, France and
Belgium developed mony new varieties,
Among the oldest are Lody Hume's Blush
brought from Ching;  Chandlerii =lageans,
originated by Alfred Chondler; and the
rarer Doncklaerli, alse from Ching.  Among
ihe American warieties are found the naomes
aof Wilder, Chalmers and Harrison.

Fink Perfection is probably the favorite
of delicate pinks. Among the whites Alba
plena is usually granted first ploce, while
Candidissima is o bit softer in form and
Elizabeth sometimes shows a touch of
pink, Jarvis Red, the huge Mathotiana
rubra and
well known reds. Sorah Frost ond Dixie
are well liked among the pinks
gated camellios are levely: [
Fanny Bollis, Monarch—all are nomes wrell
rnown to Comellio lovers.

Profassor Sargent are among the

7y Camellias are again enjoying a
well deserved popularity and "Camellia
Lane” is one of the most enjoyable portions
of a trip threugh Cypress Gardens,

The next two poges in color afe repro-
duced through the kindness of the authoar
of Palmsz and Flowers of Florida, Frances
wyley Hall of Jacksonville.
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Hibracus
HIBISCUS '

as typical of the romances of the troples as palms

ame flower of the troplcs”—is

and coconuts are of desert islands and adventure,
Il is fectured proudly al the Gardens in a rep-
resentalive collection of the newest kinds, There
are also to be seen the old varieties, long loved
by Floridians—the single scarlet, tiny pink La

France and the bright Flerida salmon.

Hibiscus is a member of the mallow family,
which includes not only a beautiful array of flow-
ers (Hollyhecks, Althea, Hose Mallow and the
tropical Hikbiscus) but also the cotton plant and

two southern food plants, ckra and reselle, lo-
cally known as the Florida cranberry.

The ornamental hibiscus, now widely grown in
deal countries, originated in China and
h it

all  trg
came to America by way of Hawaii, of wh

is now the official Hower, The cultivation and

development of new varisties became one of the
most popular hobbies of Hawaiion gardenars, and
thousands of new iypes were produced. Today,

stil]l more varieties are being grown in the United

States.
A1l colors but blue may be seen in thess blossoms and the combinations are endless, TFlower
forms include singles, semi-doubles and deubles with petals of varicus shapes and sizes.

schizopetalus), known as “iringed hikiscus”

Crossings with the Alriean species ibiscus
from ihe intricately cut petals or “fuschio hibiscus” because of its small pendant blossoms, have
preduced cut, sealloped and ruffled edges in some of the present popular kinds.
ms usually last but cne day, but in spile of that, they are popular for flower

muse the flower's life is short and they do net need to be pul in waler. Foar

Hibiscus

arrangemesnts, b

re picked very early and kept in the refrigarator uniil time for use.

use in the evening, they a

Other close relatives of the hibiscus to be seen al the Gardens include the iollowing:
TURES CAP [Malvaviscus aboreus) is much used in hedges. ls flaming red flowers lock

like hibiscus buds, hence the popular name, “Sleeping Hibiscus” tho soms call it

Purse" becauss it never opens. There is also a pink variety.

THE CONFEDERATE OR COTTON ROSE (Hibiscus mutabilis) is o large shrub o small tree

with hibiscus-like flowers which cpen white in the morning, turn pink by noon and red by nightiall,

MOUNTAIN MAHOE (Hibiscus elalus) grows lo thirty fsel or more, It is an aftractive tree

with shiny heart-shaped leaves and typical hibiscus flowers which cpen crange and turn dark red.

Princess Jree
In full bleom the PRINCESS TREE (Tebouchina granulesa) is o magnificent sighl The long

narrow leaves are o rich clear green. The clematis-liks flowers are aboui two inches across,

le with age. They are produced several limes

opening a deep purple and shading to red
bush with masses of hloom.

a yedor in large clusters which cover the

This is a very recent introduction, HReporis from Brozil say it grows 1o 40 feet or more, but the

1allest in the Gardens are so far only half that height. Hewever, these frees are outstanding and

Visiting bolanists say they are the largest in North America.
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1. ALOE—FRemember the bitter stuff (Bit-
ter Aloes) your mother used, 1o make you
thumb? The spikes of

stop sucking your

gre becuiiful in the [=l

2. ANGEL'S TRUMPET (Datura}—A strong

nareotic is obigined from these plants. The

rs are six to nine inches long. There
re pingle and double as well as white,

vellow and purple forms growing in Cy

ress (ardens.

3. PURPLE ALLAMANDA (Allamanda

violaceal—Fesembles the Golden Yellow,

except for the sual purple color, From

Brazil.

4, MONSTERA DELICIOSA-—Have your
picture snapped in front of one of these

strange vines and prove you've bean to

Mexico, Fruit tastes like a ready-mized

fruit salad.

5. MARANTAS — Tender foliage planfs,
merked, spotted ond striped in greens,
reds, yellows and white. Arrowroot is

mode from one species.

6. BRAZILIAN PLUME (Jacobinia spp.)-
The rosy pink flowers bloom many times

during the year.

7. PINEAPPLES (Ananaos salivus) — The
plant itself resembles a large air plant, the
fruit being bome on a sialk rising from the
center of the plant, From the American

tropics.

g, PANDORA VINE (Pondorea Riscasoli-
ana)l—The large soft pink (lowers bloom

in the sunshine most of the year.

9. SENSITIVE PLANT (Mimosa pudical-
When touched, the leaves of this plant
close tightly, reopening within a few min-
utes. It is one of the most popular in the
CGarden, and so far has never refused o

work overtime,

10. BUTTERFLY LILY (Hedychium coron-
arium)}—White Ginger of Hawail These
anowy whits flowers whose frogrance ri-
vals the gordenia bloom in the summer.
Other gingers, red, yellow and orange,

50 grow heara,
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PAPYRUS

PAPYRUS or MOSES BULRUSH {(Cyperus papyrus! From the s

: s found
it was am

oh's daughter.




MONSTERA
MONSTERA DELICIOSAThis vine from Mexico

four fo le
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LIFE Magazine Called It . . .
‘A Photographers Paradise "
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The Photographers’ Bleachers for Action Pictures
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| GIRLS" SKIING ROUTINE

Forward Swan Heel Trick

Pyramid “BACKWARD SWAN" Pretty Girl Having Fun
Willa Worthington McGuire, wom-
an’'s world champion, is shown
doing one of the many tricks which
won her ftitle.

The splendid photography in this
book is largely due fto the fine
efforts of Trammel Pickett
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npside Tandem -—-dTlnm Moare Three High
of “Florida Caolling,” Mutual Metwork “Timber”!! The Totem Pole Jump
BAREFOOT SKIING
1 1 1 near miracle was shown to the world in newsreels and magazines

Takeotf One Foot on the Water Barefoot




running for three ve

. Cooper,

he film

Lovely Esther Williams, in a scene fram “EASY TO
LOVE,” typifies the Old South with her hoop-skirted
dress in the loveliness of Hower-filled Cypress Gardens.

wonderland.
the Goardens
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“OM AM ISLAND WITH YOU* “MEPTUNE'S DAUGHTERS"”
Metro Goldwyn Mayer Twentieth Century Fox

“WATER BABIES"” “EASY TO LOVE"
|; Warner Brothers Starring Esther Williams

ey

T e

- - : Tﬂgb;hﬁ:i%‘i:‘fl;f‘tﬁ ‘— - - —
“MOON OVER MIAMI" “EASY TO LOVE"

Twentieth Century Fox Metro Goldwyn Mayer
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