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Thrre viciew of dosemieen:
| P ] Eawaktregg dovon Broad -
way  foward  Chulwode
around (8230, [ceater)
Loking wp Brosduway
tonrd Winter Park in the
oaprly 10w, and [ botioo |
ooking  deun  Central
foapard whal is wee FTIT
aboul 1¥8. The holel i
sbrmifing on whal ia e
the mite of the Moesoeic
Lodge. |ripght] Ovicde's
Biggend wagmoderd mslerg!
the Blowing up of the old
bamk arowpad the bime of
the Gronl Deprossio. Th
tupk was lopaled ou fhe
cormer  af Grobem aned
Broadie . To thisday, the
cubprid, O be's still afive
might bre walking the
stroote of Cheicsde glanting

%,
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Oviedo began as
Solaria’s Wharf

By DONNA NEELY
Ooiedn Historicol Bericly

Divieda's rools go back to
a Moy settlement on the
south shore of lLake
Jegaup, This littie  settle-
mient, known as Solaria's
Wharf, boasted two gemer-
al stores and & post offico
im 1865, White selilers had
jual bBagun o Gppear,
attractesf By ths warm
climate, the promise of a
long: growingg senson, and
the expectalbn of hore
slteading. The lnnd townrd
U interinr, mway from the
Inke's “mhores, wias - Stil
lergety unknhabibed exeept
tor Inidkains

A river pockel mads
weekly Lrips bebwesn
Jacksanville and Solaria's
Wharf to bring supplies,
mill--and  more  selllers.
Mot everyone setiled al
Solnria’s Wharf, however,
A few milea further up Lhe
lake was White's Whiarl
impw  known as  Hiley's
Fish Campl. Seme of the
peoplhe settled here, OUhars
produndly  movaed Rland,
planiling osrange groves
und clearing some of the
rich muck land between
Lake Jessup and a amall
villags that was later Io
pecome Oviedo, The sal-
tlers tried to grow other

arops s well, inohsding
potton and augar, Bul
clirus @anfd vegelablas
peoved toe be the mosi
sueceanil

Spme of Llhe seitlers
ware altracied o a vory
srnall lnke which was mil
fur from Lake Jessup. By
1508 several houses nnd a
hoted had bean baoill nlomge
it mhores. A New Yark

| phywician, Br. Heary Fos-

tor, ppened & convalascend
by tTre and onoourg-
il hila patients i om0
the nrea b requparnis
from ilinesses. One of
these  wialtors, belloving
thut thi benuty and charm
of the kake hod helpid Lo
tring her iovalid  father
hack o heslth, i sald to
hmve given Lake Charm its
R

Another of Lhe earllor
suftlers was Joseph Witts,
He left north Flarkds and
came o s area itn an
efforl (o heop his slawes,
By 1870 he replized that he
cotild not escape Lthe forbes

| of mbholition even here; &0

s L.

A third early satiler,
Bteen Nelson, is responsi-
ble for much of whal we
limoaw of the Lake Jesgup

continued om page §

Farming success came hard
for Andrew Duda and family

| rmise vegetables on Zell-

When Andrew Dods
came bo the Ovieds area,
there weren't any sophisti-
cated tFactors...no pre-
corers 0 probong shelflife
of vegetnbles. . o compu-
ters (o speed inventory.

The Chechoslovakian
immigrant carme to Slavia
te  form @  religious
community wilth friends
who moved South from
Cleveland. Hé brought
with him hia wile Kathe-

Jon,

‘Together they plowed
the difficull, sandy Florida
soll with strong  backs
wiille fighting the rigors of
winter wenther. Twilce,
their crops failed anmdd the
Dudes were foraed to
relurn North to factory
nnd truck [arm jobs, Bui
they =pved o come Soath
AERin,

Um o third try In 1937,
they succeeded with o
small eslary crop Lo feed
the family in Depression
years. And, there was stifl
produce Eft to sall at
mirhets nenrby.

Asn their crops suecesded
in the coming years
Andrew Duds’s three sons
mpsumved manogemesnt of
the company and branch-
ed oul from Oviedo, They
bought screage near Lake

_Apopka and learned (o

woad’'s mugk soil

Crops were expandad...
carrobs, swesl oomm, lenf
vegrlables and other crops
hicnme e producis of
Oviedo's A, Dudes and
Song, Incorpornted.

Over the B0 years that
followed that firat sucoess-
ful erop, A. Duda and Sons
has continued to operats
from [ts Dviede headquar-
ters.

Diida has branched out
from Owieds to locations
across Florlda. Today,
there are farms al Belle
Glade, Naeples and La-
Bells, The company has
cattle ranches and sod
tarms in Cocon and in
South Florida, and two
cattle feed bols one ai
Ocala and anciher al
LaBalle.

There are clirus groved
in Central and South
Florkdn, and Doada  jolnt
ventures with another firm
in & bulk cltras conoemn-
trate plant ot LaBelle.
Another plant, mear e
Zellwood farm, makes Uk
most of Dhida celery crops
by processing celery ores-
cenle for lorge  wolume
imviiuzstrind food comprokes
in the Uinited Stales.

The company OWDE
Southiand Preduce. o
California  firm  which

omntinurd on page ¥
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Duda

continued from poge 2

markets fruits and wege-
tables for oiher Weslern
growers in  California,
Arizoma, Tdaho and Mis-
sourl.

And, In Australin, the
company owns or has
under leass nearly Uhresa
milllon meres for oaitle

frame office outzide Ol
wibo, Thoda has grown oo
position as & leader in the
U.8. food industry. Still
modest offices here are
headquuriers for a workd-
witde markelng operdtion
that provides a great deal

of Europe's vegsetables
Bupply.

Duda has become o
lender In many Hobds of
agrioulture. A recent trade
publication article noted
Duda ploneered in Apply-
Ing computer tachnlgees
to farming. Everything
from inventory eontrol Lo
cost analysis s program-
med on (1s Oviedo compu-
ters, and, led to aach
farming location glves
farmers an instant infor-
mation system.

wWith s prierity on
equipmaent and enginear-
ing dovelopment, Dudi

operiles an GNEGng pro--
gram In fta Oviedo shop.
Specinlized tractors, har-
vesting eguipment and
trangplanting devices
have greatly ineressad the
speed with which farmers
may work ithelr fOelds.
And, the environment of
the field worker has been
enhanced by Duda tech-
e,

The company has rontin-
ped to he iovolved In
research programs  thal
improve crops and prodect
the environment. Biologic
conirol regearch has led 1o
greater arop  yield and

]

I«{q.ﬁ. anel Fundinand " hoterng

HERITAGE 71 38
reduced unnecessAry ap-
plications of pesticides T
Crops.

Despite the modern
advances. . .computers, so-
p:l|.|.ﬁ.t1r.u.1=d. field equip-
ment, biologic ressarch
programs,.. Oviedo's A
Duoda and Sons hak hald to
basle farming bellefs,

1t was President Fecdi-
pand Duda who seid: “The
best fertilizer for a crop Ls
the farmer's shadow."" [Lis
still the respansibility of a
Duda farm manager W0
walk his [lelds every
iay.. ta keep the huran
atement in farming.

WE’VE DONE A LOT OF GROWING IN 50 YEARS.

Half a century ago
Florida, first to feed his family and then
inand and their eight sons have grown, so have the familys
farm operations. Today, Duda, a leader in America’s Agri-
business Community, is dedicated to producing quality fruits,
vegetables, citrus, beef cattle, and sod for the benefit of

millions of “neighbors” here and abroad.

Andrew Duda, Sr. brought three sons to America and began growing in
to feed his neighbors. As John, Andy, Jr, Ferd-
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Citizens Bank founded
in 1946

By LARRY NEELY

A prospering town of
wbout 1,100 at the end of
World War 1L leading
cltizens gnd businessmen
decided Owiedo nesded &
bank of ils own,

On March 1, 168 &
meeting was held al the
agriculturs building |loca-
tsd whare the adminisira-
tive offices af Lawloen
Elemontury School  now
stand ) and the bank was
chariered by Lhe Btale ind
opened  for business an
July 2, vide with deposits
of §T04.117, By the end of
fthe first salx months the
bank's assels exceoded 51
miltian,

The bank was [Irst
located on E. Broadway in
hatf of a bullding now
shamd by Pot Latch and
(i s Barber and Slyle
Shop. The wault gl
mersalng

When It was first
organized, BE. Wheeler
Sr. was the president of the
bank. Vice prezident was
C.R. Clonts, who now
serves a8 the bank's
prestdoml

Ta celobrate the opening
of Citizens BHank, a
barbecue woas held in the
vy af Owbedo High Schosl
inow Lawish Elementary
School and formerly a

e L

consolidated high schoal
with grades one through
twelve ). State and pocal
dignitaries joined the ool
ce® s, who lurned out
ut numbers to feasl on the
2,606 pounde of bael
danated for the eccpssion
by BF. Long,  Androw
Diida Je. and W0, Klilbee.
JLH, Lee eaded n crew of
the 6 which worked
thraugh the night to get
rendy for the fenst
Seminote School  Buper-
intendant T.W. Lawton
presided over the ceremo-
*rips. On hand  alse wers
Oviedo's Mayoer, D W, J

mMarting F.W. Talbott,
president of the Eown
council; and Fen Jones,

the town clerk and the
town. druggisis who later
servedl on the Board of
Directors of the bank.

Ini 1948, the bank moved
next door to whal = now
Oyiede Cily Hall.- Ten
vears lmter Ethe bank
axpantded by adding on to
the origlnal bullding, In
1M an adjicent bullding
was remodeled and incor-
perated mnto the complex.

The bank's new fERellity
that I presenily occuples
opened 1is doors an Mareh

a5, 1974

D, L. Moot ang fricds

Mead left his mark

By HANDY MNOLES

One of Oviedo's moal
refnownaed  eltizens, D
T L. Mead, famous hybrid-
lger of orehids and
entomologist, left his mark
in the selentific world, and
om gocial Hfe in Oviedo.

Mend, who died e 1836,
had in BS-acre esdale in the
Lake Charm area Whore
he conducted experiments
with plants and Rccumula-
ted one of the world's
lmrgesl  butterfly collec
thonz, His work and estate
uttracted many thousands
of wisitors and some of the
greal sclenlists of the
world to Owvisdo,

The noted ressarcher
was o native of Now York,
where he attonded sehool,
He first visited Florida In
1808 with his parents, and
meved to Owviedo  from

Eauslis In 1886, where his
work- I hybridization of
archids, amaryllis, and
caladlums  atlracted na-
tional attention.

Mead was alse active in
elvie affairs in (viedo, He
was maid to have had &
erlorful and jovial person-
ality, and aponsored
local Boy Aeout Troop. His
wife, Edith. who died in
1%26, was alse active in
ehvie work.

Until the early 10880'8,
however, there wag o
memorial o Mead o
Oviedo, although Orlanda
had dedicated n lnrge park
1o fhe scientist. Even
today, Lhe only loeal
remembrance of Mead 13
the subdivision thiat bears
ks name, Mead Manor.
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e fobiby foday

Some things never change.

Sure, we’ve moved to modern,
new facilities, and offer the most
up-to-date and efficient methods
available for handling your banking
needs. But, we still give the same
personalized, friendly service
you've enjoyed for the last thirty
years. And we alwaus will.

The CITIZENS BANK
of Oviedo

OVIEDD

168 GENEVA DRIVE.

PHONE 365-88T
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Railroad came in 1886;
-

celery, citrus top crops

conlinueg] from page £ taken iis place with cl1.|.'!.-lﬂ
community of that perind, | as one of Lhe area’s mosi
Nelzon was born here in important arops. The naw
the 1880'=s. His fathor's rallroads--there wers fwo-
nomesteand was not far from| made possible the shipping

thi southwesl corner of | of Owledo's crops to
Central  Avenue and | Jasksonville and  the

Broadway, Bafore he disd, nartharn markets. Within
Besn MNelson set  dowm @ very shorl Hme Oviedo
some of his early recotlec. hecame ope of the Blate’s

tlons in o booklel cafled Inrgesl, busiest shipping
Old Time Histery of By | points for clirs,
Gone Daye of Lake Jeasup Religlon was an integral
Sattlement part of the town's life. The
By 1876 mall was belng townspeople held rellgious
brought to Solarkn’s Whord | sorvices from  The wvery
twice a wesk by rowboat beginning. AL frst  the
from Sanford, Efforis to | services were inter-deno-
gecure o rallpoad into the | minatonal, bul by ihe
tarttory hnd nol met with | middle 1880's there were
success. Bul the post office | both Baptis? and Mathodist
ftself had been  moved churches, By 1800 Oviedo
inland not far from Lake | had grawn io four church-
Charm:® and in 148 the | es, n school, two drig
gettlement which had stores, fve general stores,

sprung up around il was and a number of spacial - .m‘ ; ¥ Gl
named Ovieda by Andrew | lzed businesses, including e
Aulin, “ 8¢, the Hrst A NeEwWspLper. . . proprictor, and i shows
: The store that had every B Jomew, whose sm i0as F ; "
mmaﬂﬂt' PE::'T]E_ !"_Jm ;il:_l nnir'llih thing: the old Jomes Oviedo's postmaster for Behind r'"' connter;.. This
In 1888 the long-soughl | were eRCOUTARe sottle Grooery on Broadway, many years, won [Ee photo was teken arowad
raliroad finally came Into. | here, The Les and Todd . 1.

Oviedo. Celery had by now corfinyed on poge §

Early photo of Nelson and  Company Packing House

We've been doing business pretty much the same way for years.
That’s why Oviedo is now synonymous all over North America

with quality citrus. And that’s why Nelson and Company

has remained Oviedo's industrial leader ...

geason after season.

NELSON AND COMPANY

Do, Flo J
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1894: Disaster freeze hit

continued from page §

Real Estate Company
distributed & brochure
which clatmied that ““there
i= no more healthy place in
the slale than the platean
south of Lake Jeasup.™ -
The area was claimed 1o
have “intelligent, lospiia-
ble, law-and-order loving
people, good premching
every Hunday and plenty”
of young and old bexring
Eroves "

In i504 disaster siruck, &
nard freeze hit the orange
groves lale in Decemiber,
followed by another In
February of the following
yeAr. Many grove wnars
wrn rulned. Steen Nelson
wrole that *'some of them
nearky Josl thelr minds.
Muony of them left, pever (o
relurm

The more determined
siayed. They replanied
groves, cul trees back to
e sturnp, plowed emder
frozen vegetables, and
bepnn to piece their llves
Eopellwes opmin. New =i
thers shwly replaced L
whn had left. Bul it wae to
b M wears before the
eifects of the frocoe ware
b be  completely
Clpe

I 1910 land was selling
for iess than ton doflars an
o, The lvan had grown
spmewhal, bul hod the
regrulntion of being *sieep
U=that =, i o0 dldn't
e In Oviado-and 1F woa
Wnew whirre IL was, avien,
Oiten, when asked how o
gel o Oviedo, people
would reply Chal they
it b,

Froeges were not the
mnly  hardaships that She
peophe endured, In 904
fire wipnd out much of Lhe
doswnitiown  area.  Fillesn
veors laler the only bank
wias homibsed, To (his day
he bormbingr hes remained
an  wnsolymd  erime,  al-
though some sources offer
thearies. One of Lhese
inclmdes wijrue pefafences
o Chicape boye™ The
hank folded  soon after:
ward in the crash of 185,

In thal =nime year the
frufl oS weid declvib-
fesh By sim infestntion of
frull fies. AL one painl the
siinnlin beciame &0 Dkl
thnl prrowers dug huge plis
in which o ‘bory the
Imfested fruwll,

in apite of their harg
work and  worries, Lhe
lownspeople st found
time Lo relnx. Owviedo at
ong fime had a bowling
alley and a movie thealre,
where “live™ pignn miusic
was featurod while the
reels were changed., The
gircus come o town
repularly, and pienics and
fishing were favorile puos-

over

When the country sufl-
fered in the depression of
the thirties, Owviedo sul-
fered too, Prowd but needy
citlzens tried to avoid
resorting o \"‘Gl-l:ll-'[‘ﬂ‘. The
povarnmant sponsored the
construction of 4 swim-
ming pood and employed
local labor to bulld i, But
thiz was only a partinl
solution, Food stamps
became o well-known
meedtinm of exchange in the
slores.

Bul the communlty
survived, 1t was Incorpar-
ated In 1930, By 1827 there
wore 10 miles of paved
sireals, Mir yeard later M4
mieel Hghts wore Instalied
at mn opersting cost of
EBO.00 a month,

Owvisdn had another
rather famoous resident
during those years, The-
odore Meade, an Intermm
thonally famois botanisl,
spurned  several huge
offors of monoy i He would
pevenl his  banical se-
erels. He devoled many
yoears to the devebopment
of new strains of orchids
il Fladiotl, He in credited
with prodocing e [rst
wiile orchid, bul wad ieas
successful In devoleping o
black amaryllls

Eighty-Iwo  young men
served in the armed foroes
uring World War I1. Four
of them gave thelr Hves
(oA rathoning was lEken
sertou=ly i Oviedo. Cne
man  drove his cor WO
chureh on  Sundny,
lator discoversd that
someone had painted m
vellow streak along the

crmlinued on pogs T

and’

\

Church Hfe it early Cuiedo
centerad fargely arowsd
the Baptist and Methodist
Churches [righi and boi-
tome ). The oarliesl church
wars an inferderomination:
al ome, bul by the mid
Ay, the Raptists omd
Maothodizty had eniobliah-
ed separgle oomgTe
Hors, The wooden sl
turrs have long siece bren
replaced, and  the  First
Baptist Church of Chucdo
and ke  First  Dwiled
Mothodist Church of Dui-
oy are still by for Che
lergrend im foner,

Thursday; June J6, 1977

Typioal community gath-
ering, probably o July
Fourth barbegue, held in
Fweeluater Pork in [Ae

times. There was a touch
f melropolitan  culture,
when traveling metors
from New York presented
plays in the long summer
evenings.

g, If wew ook close,
HOM MO TEODIELSE SOme of
the toun’s leading citisens
aof the day.
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iy L]
fertilizer plant
conlimeed from page &
meddle of the érr on either

mbibe

With the close of tha
war, the sconemy improy:
e bul the population
ramalned relatlvely sta-
bie. In 1644 the original
Wheeler Fertizer plant
wad destroved by fire. IL
wil rplaced by A new,
mobtrn plant, A yoar later
Lhie roaids o Genevae amsd
Clhaluots were paved, In
1848 the Citizens Bank first
apened ibs doors. Until that
Ll I v wasibed o by
o el vou had o go o n
hatel, MNow thars were
il

Swynon's Cafe was bocas
Led an the spulheast cormer
of Brogdway and Centrzl
11 gained statewlds fame
for 115 mince and banana
cream ples.  Truckars
coming from Jacksanvilie
would time thelr ool
plope =6 they could anjoy
gorme f Mrs, Qwynn's ple

By 1240 Oviedo had
once-g=day Greyhound haes
conlimieed O gagd B

of tea.

corn.

heritage.

“ don't like
to he hemmed up.”

C. R. Clonts, founder and
president of C. R. Clonts and
Associated Growers, came to
Oviedo in 1923. He worked in the
local bank several years, bul said
that being cooped up behind a
teller’s cage just wasn’t his cup

So Clonts began farming, first on
three and a half acres in Oviedo.
Today, C. R. Clonts and Associated
Growers boasls extensive acerage
in Zellwood and Oviedo, and grows
celery, carrots, and sweet

A pioneer in local vegetable
farming, the Clonts organization is
proud to be a part of Oviedo’s

R W, Estez graphioally
demonsiraloy the size of
cypreas treea thal com still
ko fowed dn he Hiack

Hummack orea, although
many of the (Fees onere
clearved over the years.

C.R. CLONTS

& ASSOCIATED GROWERS

Drrieda, Fla,
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Daily buses

eontinued from page T

service to Orlando, That
vear, construction loialed
more than $75.000. This
included the Citizens Bank
building, Spencer’s Store,
and an 58,000 canning
kitchen. By 1660 Oviedo
was the second lnrgesl
town in Seminole County,
with o population of 1,800,
Menrly & million erntes of

celery and a third of a |
million crates of citrus |
ware being shipped from |

hore ench year. And the
town now had & now fire
trutk, although the buikd:
e b house Howis not bullt
for s tme.

Medical treatment was
slill & problom. Doctors
churged upwards of $15 to
‘pomu from Oriando, sAd
there was no local phys
eclan ‘hers, Few Orlando
doctars would makes he
lrip; few had the Ume to
apirn from their practices,
In the biack sections of
Oviedo Use Infant mortali
ty rate was high. Drugs

wid medicines were diffi- |

cull to obiain, and pre-
seriptions were oul of the
guestion, S0 ihe OWns-
people built a olinde; and
Oviedo ot it= frel doctor.

A clly hall was built in

1250 &l & cosl-of $18,803, |

The town was begioning to
feal the pangs of growih
Fondng problemns arase, An
increased eity budgel
required more Hme, and
more careful planning
With the selection of the
FT sile in 1884 eame the

promiee of grester growth- |

and more growing psing
Butl despite ils growth the
city  tried Lo Kesp Qs
small-lown atmosphere.
For the most part, the
lpwnEpanple were pleasad
with the growth and
welecomed Aeweoomers--
provided they were pre-
pared tn slip into te easy
stvie of country Ning.
Murting 1o sixties, how-
ever, e rate af growll
accelorated. New housing
devilopments appeared, &
now high school wis bullt,

a shopplng center wrecled, |
romds beading tbe Ovidsda |

were widened and o

povedt, and Fiorkia Tech- |

nologleal Unlversity
brought pew’ resldents Lo
the @res

The' city's budget Jump
ed fram $5500 in 1§79 to
£250,000 in 1072 11 was
exprcied at that time Ul
iho papulation (then 2,200
woraldl double by 1878 Bul
iz was nol o be.

Thae sliyrplsh economy of
the past few wyears his
alowedd the bullding of new
hixmaes, Husiness haa fell
thix pinch too. But the tow
hps seen e addition of o
new bank  bullding. A
savirgs and loan A8B0C)-
&ilom, o new poast office, o
restaurant. and the face-
lifting of some of the older
bulidimgs. The growth is
slower, but i i= siill
pregent. The face of the
clty changes with the
times, The people change
wvory little.

Thuraday, June 30, 1997

.

The Cwiedo Railrosd D pq_i]!mnd.;,' the S&ubﬂql‘d" rued. This photn was ioken Mmpﬂﬂﬂq..u Puprm om fhe
pol. Umeiil the 1960%, Alrline Boilroad, aad the in the early part of the  Joamie Conley properiy.
Ciedo was served by two  Atlantic Enusi.i:m Rail-  century. The depol i3 goe

b

In Oviedo, a community rich in
character and heritage. Oviedo
offers fine schools, beautiful
churches, convenient downiown
shopping and the peaceful atmos-
phere and leisurely pace of country
living, but is just a short drive lo
Florida Tech University and the
Naval Training Center.

We have a variety of custom buill

homes and homesites available.
Please call us.

“Ben “WardcAgency Inc.

REAL ESTATE CUSTOM BUILDING

P. 0. BOX 728 OVIEDO, FLORIDA 32765 PHONE 365-3221




	Folder001_00045A
	Folder001_00046A
	Folder001_00047A
	Folder001_00048A
	Folder001_00049A
	Folder001_00050A
	Folder001_00051A
	Folder001_00052A

