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staried st age 16 with a weekly
single panel comic called Nuts
& Bodes, published throughout
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“Mecting Pam and Pedro was the best
thi N fo comme ol of my Real World
experience,” Winik says, “It's as simple
as that.”

Shortly after the show started airing,
Famora fell ill due io AIDS-related
complicutions and hail o be hospitalized.
Zamora had been scheduled o stam a
lechure tour, When he couldn’t do i,
Winick stepped in amd agreed Lo spe; ak o
his behalf. Even nfter his friend died a I1 W
manths later. Winick continued
high schools and colleges ooross ¢
counry about his Trend amnd AILS
education and prevention

“1 was doing it because we had an
ausdience and we ooald reach them and il g
wihiat Peddro would have done,” Winick says,
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When Bome Edna Everage was
bern— by ull reports “a lovely child
with beautifully formed purple hair™
— the nurse preésented her 10 her
parcnts in a comfy bundle. [nsteisd of
anmouneing the bundle o be a boy or o
girl, the nurse said, “0e's o megastar!™
That's the first known use of the word
inn oir languape.

Everage first gained nolonety in
the "0k with stage shows in Austratia
that were later repeated in London. A
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After the experience of iouring and
still wanting to reach young people with
the message of AIDS prevention, Winick
decided to do the graphic novel Pedro &
Me. The novel went on to win several
awards and has been added to school
curriculums and put into libraries.

“It was a way for us to still reach
young people without having to go out
there ourselves,” says Winick, It was a
way Lo get to
thousands of people
at one time and get

I NEVER WOULD HAVE THOUGHT IN

character and what did I think of writing
it. | was thrilled.”

The openly bisexual Schreck had
already been talking to Marz, Green
Lantern's writer from 1991 to 2000,
about adding a gay leen character to the
comic, When Winick took over writing
the comic it was left to him 1o flesh out
the details. It was his lirst official issue
that brought the introduction of Terry
Berg to the regular cast of characters.

“When we first introduced him he had
a very positive experience with coming
out. His friends
have been
enormously

the information out
there to them and
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supportive, his

send the message

HAVE BECOME AN ACTIVIST - BUT |

parents have been
kind of runming the

home with them.”
Writing the novel
also helped Winick
realize that he
wanted to do more with “storytelling” and
less with cartooning. And after his good
friend Bob Schreck took over editing
duties at DC Comics, the opportunity to
write the stories for comie books
presented itself.

*1 was probably one of the few
people who didn’t call Bob the moment
his ass hit the door at DC to look for
work,” Winick says. “We had been
talking about Green Laniern for a couple
of months and Ron Marz was igand
Bob said | obviously had a handle on the

GUESS I AM."

middle line on it,
but it's been good,”
Winick says. “He
has sort of found
himself and he's comfortable about who he
is. That is the most positive experience that
one can have with coming out, and now 1
guess we are exploring the most negative.”
The issue dealing with the hate crime
hasn't even hit the stands yet and the
reaction has already begun. Afier a piece
in the New York Times ran in August the
media has been all over the story. And
llke wuh anﬂhmg gay positive, the
gious right h.'a.s alsu come out of the
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misinformation about homosexuality, On
a recent appearance on Phil Donahue’s
show, Winick was put up against Peter
Spriggs of the Family Research Council,
a group known for s
anti-gay stance.
“That was just
insane; We didn’t even
gel the chance o talk
about hate crimes
because he was too
busy trying to debate
the existence of
homosexuality,” says
Winick. *“With lunatics
out there like this how
can one question the
mportance of
discussing hate crimes
while he is out there
talking about that
being gay is a sin, that
it's a sickness, that it's

a psychological
disorder.”

Aside from a few l]Hur wiser, “ond o fittle balder,” JUDD 'Ilﬂlll[l
naysayers, the has Il;e wiite” stuff to tackle gay isues.

reaction so far has
been overwhelmingly positive.

“Some people are thrilled that we gei to
show that comics aren’t just about fisticuffs
and flying into space,” Winick says. “And a
lot of folks are happy that we get to put this
social issue out there again and to be able (o
discuss it in this medium,”

One of Winick’s other writing jobs is

for Marvel Comics on Exiles, a comic
that deals with dimension-hopping
superhero mutants. One of the team’s
heroines is Sunfire, a young lesbian, but
the reaction to her has
hardly been noticeable.

“Our predominantly
male fan base 1s
probably more
comfortable, even
titillated, with lesbians
around. Maybe it is
because she is a
superhero and it puts her
al an even greater
distance,” says Winick.
“With Terry, he isa 17-
year-old gay male,
which could easily be
any one of them or
someone they know,
Maybe it hits a little too
close to home.™

Eight years after
the world got to know
him in a personal way,
Judd Winick realizes
that things can change
in the real world and so can people.

“I'm eight years older now...and a little
balder, The woman I share my life with is
now my wife. I am no longer the hard
working cartoonist who is trying to find a
job and a date,” he says. “Both of those
things are pretty well taken care of, thank
you w m”w = i a————
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