Three vicws of downtown:
| fop | Looking down Broad-
way toward Chuluota
around 1920. [center]
Looking wup Broadway
toward Winter Park in the
carly 1940°s, and [bottom ]
looking dewn Central
toward what is now FTU
about 1916. The hotel is
standing on what is now
the sile of the Masonic
Lodge. |[right] Oviecdo's
higgest unsolved mystery:
the blowing up of the old
bank around the time of
the Great Depression. The
bank was located on the
corner of Graham and
Broadway. To thisday, the
culprit, if he's still alive,
might be walking the
streels of Ovicdo gloating.

| F arming success came hard

for Andrew Duda and family

When Andrew Duda
came to the Oviedo area,
there weren't any sophisti-
cated tractors...no pre-
coolers to prolong shelflife
of vegetables...no compu-
ters to speed inventory.

The Checkoslovakian

immigrant came to Slavia
to form a religious
community with friends
who moved South from
Cleveland. He brought
with him his wife EKathe-
rine, and three sons...An-
drew, Jr., Ferdinand and
John.
Together they plowed
the difficult, sandy Florida
soil with strong backs
while fighting the rigors of
winter weather. Twice,
their crops failed and the
Dudas were forced to
return North to factory
and truck farm jobs. But
they saved to come South
again. :

On a third try in 1927,
they succeeded with a
small celery crop to feed
the family in Depression
years. And, there was still
produce left to sell at
markets nearby.

As their crops succeeded
in the coming years,
Andrew Duda’'s three sons
assumed management of
the company and branch-
ed out from Oviedo. They
bought acreage near Lake

_Apopka and learned fto

raise vegetables on Zell-
wood's muck soil.

Crops were expanded...
carrots, sweel corn, leaf
vegetables and other crops
became the products of
Oviedo's A. Duda and
Sons, Incorporated.

Over the 50 years that
followed that first success-
ful crop, A. Duda and Sons
has continued to operate
from its Oviedo headquar-
ters.

Duda has branched out
from Oviedo to locations
across Florida. Today,
there are farms at Belle
Glade, Naples and La-
Belle. The company has
cattle ranches and sod
farms in Cocoa and in
South Florida, and two
cattle feed lots...one at
Ocala and another at
LaBelle.

There are citrus groves
in Central and South
Florida, and Duda joint
ventures with another firm
in a bulk citrus concen-
trate plant at LaBelle.
Another plant, near the
Zellwood farm, makes the
most of Duda celery crops
by processing celery cres-
cents for large wvolume
industrial food companies
in the United States.

The company oOwns
Southland Produce, a
California firm which

continued on page 3
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markets fruits and vege-

tableg for other Weslern
growers in California,
Arfzona, Idaho and Mis-
souri,

And, In Australia, the
company owns or has
under lease nearly thres
milllon acres for catile
ranching.

From & small white

frame office oulside Owi- |

edo, Duda has grown to &
position as a leader in the
U5, food industry. Still
modest offices here are
headgquarters for a world-
wide marketing operation
thatl provides a great deal

of Europe’'s vegetables
Bupply.

Duda has become &
leader In many Melds of
apriculture. A recent trade
publication article noted
Duda ploneered in apply-
ing computer technigues
to farming. Everything
from invenlory control to
coEt Analyais 18 program-
med of ils Oviedo compu-
ters, and, tied to each
farming location gives

an instant infor- |

. prierity on
equipment and enginear-
ing development, Duda

 Graadfother Duda

Tohos et Ay T i o Sy best- .

operales an ongoing pro--
gram In its Qviedo shop.
Specialized tractora, har-
vesting equipment and
transplanting devices
have greatly increased the
speed with which farmers
may work their felds
And, the environment of
the field worker has been
enhanced by Duda tech-
TGRS

The mpany has contin-
ued b be
regearch programsa  that
improve crops and protect
the environment. Biologic
eontrol research has led o
greater crop yield and

invedved in |

HERITAGE *7T 4B
reduced unnecessary ap-
plications of pesticides to
Cropa.

Despite the modern
advances...compulers, So-
phisticated field equip-
maent, biologic rFesearch
programs... Oviedo's A.
Duda and 8 held to
basic farming belicfs.

It wag Fresident Ferdi-
nand Dnada whe sald: “The
best fertilizer for a crop is
the farmer’s shadow.” L=
atlll the responsibility of a
Duda farm manager o
walk his fields every
day. keep the human
alement in farming.

...,

Ondy, T aue) Findinand. "hecungtnrand.

WE’VE DONE A LOT OF GROWING IN SO YEARS.

Half a century ago Andrew Duda, Sr. brought three sons to America and began growing in
Florida, first to feed his family and then to feed his neighbors. As John, Andy, Jr., Ferd-

inand and their eight sons have grown, so have the family's
farm operations. Today, Duda, a leader in America’s Agri-
business Community, is dedicated to producing quality fruits,
vegetables, citrus, beef cattle, and sod for the benefit of

millions of "neighbors" here and abroad.

DUDA

&, Duda and Sans, Inc.
P Q. Box 357 Oviedo, Florida 32765

Phone: (305) 3655681 Telex: DS6-4481
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