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A Brief History ===

Before he died, Steen Nelson set
diven some of his early recollections
in & booklet called “Old Time History
of By-Gone Days of Lake Jessup
settlement ™

Another of the earlier settlers was
Joseph Watts, He left North Florida and
came to this area i an effon o keep
his slaves,

By 1875 mail was being brought
to Solary's Whart' twice a week by
rowhoat from Sanford. Efforts w se-
cume a rudlroad into the semitory had not
miet with suceess. But the post office
its21f had been moved inland not far
from Lake Charm: and in 1879 the
settlement which had sprong up anound
it was namead Oviedo by Andrew
Aulin, Se., the first postmasier.

In 1886, the long sought railroad
finulhy caame into Chvizdn. The new ral-
roads—there wene two—-made pos-
sible the shipprng of Oviedo's crops
Jacksonville and the northern markets.
Within a very shon fime Owviedo be-
came ohe of the stase's lugest, busiest
shipping poants fos citnes.

Relighon wis an integral part of
the wown s life. The wwnspeople held
religious services from the very begin-
ming. At st the services were interde-
nomirticmnel, but by the middle 1380's,
there wene both Buptist and Methodist
churches, By 1891 Chviedo had grown
o four churches, a school. two drug
stores, five general stores, and a num-
4 newspaper.

People from the north wene en-
couraged to setthe here, The Lee and
Tindd Real Estate Company distributed
a brochare which claimed that “there is
o meore healthy place in the state than
the plates south of Lake Jessup.” The
arca was claimed 10 have “intelligent,
hospitable, law-and-order loving
people, good preaching every Sunday
and plenty of young and old bearing

In 1894 disaster strock. A hard
freeze hit the orange groves late in De-
cenber. followed by anther in Febru-
ary of the following year. Many grove
owners were ruined. Steen Nelson
wrode that “some of them nearly los
their minds.” Many of them left, never
i Pt

The mom: determined stayed, They
replanted groves, cut trees back to the
stumi, phowed under frozen vegetahles,
and began to piece their lives together

again. New sertlers slowly replaced
those who had left. But it was i be 25
years before the effects of the frocze
wer tnhe completely overcome.

In 1910 bund was selling for less
than ten dollars an acre. The town hud
grown somewhat, but had the reputa-
tion of being “sleepy™—that is, if you
didn’tlive in Onvaedo—and if you knew
where it was, even, Often, when asked
how to get to Oviedo, people would
reply that they didn’t know.

Freezes wene not the only hand-
ships thit the people endured. In 1914
fire wiped out much of the downtown
areit, Fifteen years later the only bank
wis bombedd, To this duy the bombing
has rernained an msolved come, al-
though some sources offer theories.
Ome of these includes vague references
to “Chicago boys,” The bank folded
soon afterward in the crash of 1929,

In thit same year the fruit crops
swere decimuted by an infestation of frut
flies. Atone point the sinuion becams:
50 bad thiat growers dug huge pits in
which to bury the infested fruir

In spite of their hard work and
worries, the townspeople still found
timie to pelax. Owiedio st one time had a
bowling afley and a movie theatre,
where“Tive’" pruno music was featured
whibe the reeis were changed. The cir-
cus came to iwwn regularly, and pic-
nics and fishing were favorite pastimes.
Theene was a touch of metropokitan col-
e, when traveling actors from Mew
York presented plays in the long sum-
Mmer Everifgs.

Then the country suffered in the
depression of the thinies and Oviedo
syffered tos, Proud but needy citizens
mied W avodd resorting o welfare, The
govemment spansored the consmction
of a swimming pool and employed lo-
«cal labor to build it But this was only a4
partial solution. Food stamps became
a well-known medium of exchangs in
the stones,

But the community survived. It
was incorporated in 1925. By 1927
there were 10 miles of paved streets,
Four years later 24 street lights were
installed at an operating costof SHO.00
amonth,

Chaedo had snother rather famous
resident duning those years, Theodore
Mead, an intermationally famous bota-
nist, spurmed several huge offers of
meney if he would reves] his botamical
secrets. He devoted many yeurs to the
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developrment of new strains of orchids
and gladioli. He is eredited with pro-
ducing the first white orchid, but was
Jess successtul in developing a black
armarylhs. ¥

Eighty-two young men served in
the amed forces during World War I
Four of them gave their lives, Gis ra-
tioning wis tken seiously in Chviedo.
One mun drove his car to church on
Sunday, and lLiter discoversd that some-
one had painied a yellow sireak along
the mididle of the caron ether side.

With the close of the war, the
economy improved, but the population
remained relutively stable, In 1946 the
original Wheeler Fertifizer plant waasde-
strowed by fine. It was replaced by a
new. modern plant. A year later the
rixads 1o Geneva and Chulonta were
puved. In 1948 the Citizens Bank first
opened its doors. Uil that time. if you
wanged o buy a meal, you had o gote

a hoted. Mo there were cafies,

Ciwynn's Cafe was located onthe
soiitheast comer of Broadway and
Central. It pained statewide fame for
its minge and bamang cream pies, Trock-
erscornmmg from Tacksoimalle voukd time
their meal stops so they could enjoy
some of Mrs, Gwynn's pie.

By 1949 Owiedo had once-a-day
Greyhound bus service i Orando. That
year, construction ialed more than
£75.000. This included the Citizens
Bunk building. Spencer s Store. and an
SEANNY canning kitchen. By 1950
Owiedo was the second kargest wwn in
Semunoke County, with a population of
1K,

Mearly a million crates of celery
ancl a third of a million crates of ¢itnus
And the town now had anew fire truck,
although the building to house it was
it bult for some time.

Acciry hall was builtin 1950 ata
costof $18,903, The wwn was begin-
ming o feel the pangs of growth, Zon-
ing problems arose. Anincreased city
budget required more time, and more
careful planning. With the selection of
the FTL! site in 1964 came the priomise
of greater growth and mone growing

One of Oviedo”s most renowned
citizens, Dr. TL. Mead, famous hybrd-
iz of nrchids and anemomodogist, left
his murk in the scientific workd, and on
social bife i Chviedo.

Mead, who died in 1936, had an

5 acne estate in the Lake Charm area
where he conducted experiments with
plants and accumulated one of the
wiorlel's largest butterfly collections. His
work and estate arracted many thou-
sands of visitors and some of the great
scientizts of the world 10 Oviedo,

The noted researches wiis 4 na-
tive of New York, where he attended
school. He first visited Flondain [R6S
with his parents and moved o Chviedo
from Eustisin 1886, where his work in
hybridization of orchids, amuryllzs and
caluciums attrcted nationa] atention.

Mead was also active novic af-
fairs in Ovaedo, He was =aid o have
tad a coborful, jovial personality. und
sponsoned the local Boy Scout Troog.
His wifee, Edith, whio died i 1926, was
also active i civic wiork.

Unil the earty 196()'s, however,
there was ni memorial o Mead in
Owiedo, although Orlando had dedi-
cated a large park 1o the scientist, Even
toclay, the only local rrmembrance of
Mead is the subdivision that bears his
name, Mead Manor,
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Evelyn and John Lundy

“My grandfather, AJ, MoCulley,
was a pioneer seitler here, arriving by
horse and wagon with his blacksmith
1o0ds and well drilling equipment in the
| B80's," said John Lundy. “He mar-
ried Emma Catherine Wahgren, a
Swedish mmmigrant, and builta two-
story home scross the street from 350
£. Central Avenue here in Oviedo.

“My mother, Elida Margaret
McCulley, was bom in this bome in
1896 and grew up there. [ was born
in 1919, and lived in the McCulley
home after the death of my father and
up until 1940 when I mamed Evelyn
Cheek.”

John wis a combat infantry sol-
dier, serving in WWIIin Europe where
he was awarded the Sthver Star medal
fior gallantry in action. He voluntarily

swam a river which had thin sheets of

ice in it to recover bao rubber rafis. ¥l
continued paddling one of these rafls
under intense enemy automatic
weapon fire until we hid the entire
company ACToss e river.”

Later, he worked for an insur-
ance company and built the kome he
lives in, the log home on North Lake
Jessup, when he came back to Crviedo
fo retire in 1983,

Thie Lundy's twin great-grand-
children are the sixth generation to be
bom in Oviedo.

“CGrowing up here was probably
the finest thing that ever happened.
There weren't more than 1,000 people
herie: there were no Jocks on the doors.
If someone bomowed something from
my grandather at the blacksmith shop,
they'd write a note, "borrowed such
and such and I have it back by noon
Monday' and they always did.

*There was no juvenile delin-
quency; you knew everybody and if
you did something that wasn’t right
and proper, your folks knew about it
before you ot lome, There was noth-
ing worse than atrip to the woodshed
with grandfather.

“Tt was the depression when |
grew up, bul there was plenty to eat.
Everybody farmed. We had 40 acres
on Lake lesup and one acre was a
home ganden where we grew things
for the house and canned them.

“That gave us enough boeat until
the next growing season. We had three
gcres and two acres were muck and
we farmed for the house on Central
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The road, then, was paved just this
side of Boston Park. If you went on,
o Orlando, you were in dirt and most
people zot stuck in the sand.

“Paul Mikler was m my graduat-
ing class (Paul was the first mtenview
for the Heritage Tssue, ) The naughty
things we did were to go out on Hal-
lovareen and cut cane from a sugar cane
field and eat it. Thatwas a real big deal.

*UOme year, some boys put a two-
holer outhouse on top of the school-
hiouse. Evervbody knew who did it,
and they had to take it down and put
it buck where it came from. I don't
think there was any punishment.....

“There was noelectricity, no nm-
ning water, no indoor plumbing—we
cooked on a cast ron wood stove amd
the: lumdry was done in the back yard
with a fire under & cast iron cauldron.
When | was aboy, that's bow things
were, Living was totally different.

“ A those times, kids had to muck
out the sialls, milk, bring in the czes. It

Grandfather was Pioneer Settler

wis part of living. Mobody felt im-
posed upon. They got used to work-
ing when they were young.

“Chur only entertaimment was
church and school, and once a month
the girls got together and made sand-
wiches at somebody s house; they
torok turns, then the boys brought the
drinks.

“1f I had any free ime, I'd go
fishing at Lake Charm or the Econ.
Jimmy Lee and | hunted and camped
and fished. We cut through the woods
from the Econ to the St John's river
where highway 46 crosses it now.
Today it's all fill. At the bridge, there
used 1o be a ferry and a Mr. Singhétary
hand operated it across the river. The
kids all swam, of course. [ think Mr.
Singletary was paid by the county.

“One summer, there was a
Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever scare,
and all the farm animals had to be
dipped in a solution 1o kill their fleas.
Someone dug a big pit out by the cem-

etery and they lined it with impenme-
ahle materials and dip.

“The animals would be ked in one
end, 20 in over their heads, then come
out the other side. We had 1o be ready
to get them or they'd take off. The
sofution stung theme

“] decided to nide our donkey
through the woods to the dip, and we
got into the serub amd he was bitien
by a bumblebee. He took off. and it
took s three days to find him.

“The teachers | remember were
Mirs. Thompson for English (she was
so atrict thata lot of people didn't like
it, but she did us a world of good);
and Kitty Young, who taught Spanish,

“Wie all had o have two years of
it to graduate. Lot of times the boys
were kept out of schoal to work in
the fields and didn’t gracuate until they
were o lot older. It was the depth of
the depression. There was no way o
get in rouble, then....”

IN 1946, OVIEDO CELEBRATED THE
END OF A WORLD WAR, DANCED TO
THE MUSIC OF GLENN MILLER AND

BEGAN TO DISCOVER WHAT
HOMETOWN BANKING WAS ABOUL

Indeed, times were different in 1946
Ie was a genler eime and the era of a
grear nation progressing as never before.
That year, The Citizens Bank of Oviedo
first opened it doors for business, and
for generations we've been proud to
serve as your hometown bank. For these

other bank can.

T L
AN OVIEDO
e —F oy v s
Rdsinher 156 Geneva Diive 10 Woods
;—'DI'I_Z 3656611 365-2212

52 FELrs, we've invested m:ll.tli:.-' in the
furure of our neighbors and communi-
... preparing to serve you roday as no

We invite you o discover whar those
before you have as well: hometown
banking makes a difference.

(viedo
Markerplace Mall

Virie L% Online: warw.choviedo.com

=




Local Dandies

The Lawton, Aulin, Lee and Lemnhart famalies, are represented as well as
the [wardy, McCall, Clark and Andersons, it this outing

T.L. and Lacy Lingo

T L. Lingo{ for Thad Lee) Jr. and
hus wife, Lacy Adre Lingo, were good
friends in high sehool and married af-
ter e grachantied and went into the ser-
vice in 1944, T.L. sow action over-
sens i Saipan and Okinawa, and was
i member of the 34-44 Ordinance
Company of the Army. “We were
married on a three-day pass at the
Haptist Charch,” Lacy recalls.

“Thad Lee 111 was bom while
T I was overicas, and the coupbe lrved
where Century 21 Real Estate s now
on Central. They bunk thewr curment
bowse ot 145 Mivrile when T L. retared
from a citrus firm in Mims. The gar-
den, a real delight, is ~full of things |
brought from the Central Street
home,” Lacy sad

After the citrus business, the
couple sold ofT their real estate, sub-
drvicing Pine and Shedd Street, then
a property they bought in Murphy,
North Carolina. “We owned a house
there for cight of nine years, and va-
cationed there, then we sold of lots
fior homes. ™

“She helped chear the land. ™ T.L
sasd of the energetic Lacy “1 do the
morwing. here, ihe does all the rest™
e sand of the extensive landscapang
on the hotme

“We're surrounded by the Bap-
tist Chaarch, nows,™ Lacy said, “We get
akong with them real well © A few yeans
ago they sold their lots to the church

Page 4

1936 Oviedo High School senior class

Founding farnly nasmes such as lacubein, Aulen, King, Lingo. {lonts and
others were among the early (hiedo High gradustes.

on the west sscke of their property. mow
used for church parking.

Hoth Lingos are now Method-
ists, although theybegan their married
fife with Lacy  Baptist and T. L. a
Methodist, “We mised our children in
the Methodist church and went to-
gether. T. L's dad was the Sundzy
Schood superintendent and his mother
wats the organist and pamst, They were
real active wn the Methodist church,”
Lacy sud.

T L. remembered his father, the
former Onviedio City Clerk and snsur-
ance salewmnan, as an avid hunter and
fisherman who took his som on expe-
dtwons 1o teach hsm. e also recailed
how the family went fo Daytofa o
New Smryna Beaches for a week or
e in the sumimet to fish and semm

“T L had a black friend named
Rabbst, Alphonse Rhodes (and later,
bus brother, Jimmy ) who was abways
fishang and buniing with hem. The fam-
ily 1ook Rabbat 1o the beach, too. That
was neal unusual,” Lacy sud

“Pad was a self-made man.” she
sasd of her father, George Alne, wii-
ten about here extensively. “He
brought my mother here from Jack-
somrville where he worked o the shap-
yards. When the yands closed, be had
2 izl e o thee Econ Rnverand came
e 1o live.

“] was bom here in 1923 ma
house be bult on Central. He could
do anything. He also worked at drill-

Good Friends in High School

ing wells for Charhie McCully, then he
made » drilling machine and went out
on his owr, drilling wells. He did a lot
for the celery farmers, and dnlled all
the artesian wells for MNelson and Com-
pany. Both my mother and father lived
to be 95, Both T.L. s parents lived to
be 84.7

“What did we do as young mar-
ried couples in Oviedo in the 4077 1
was very, very quiet. We visited with
our fnends and iook our children on
baatrides; we called them boatcades,
there were 5o sy momcs with boats.
Andonweskends, T1 would go with
b frshimg busdidhes, on the [Foon or Lake
Sesup. Hie also started the volunteer
fire department

“Yep, there were a lot of fires,”
TL. smid. “The first firc truck was a
tranler pulled behind a pickup truck,
then there was a tank treck with a
board chasss. That was in “49 or * 50.
Up until then, if there was a fire we
justlet it bum.”

He said the first man who re-
sponded W the fire siren got to drve
the truck, snd that was & coveted post.
~Wie liked 10 drive fast,” be said. “Ev-
ervone in fown went 1o the fires,” Lacy
suid Eventually, there was another
truck and some of the men had phones
hookoed up o the fire house. T. L. had
such a phone

The Lingos remembered Capt
Browme who owned the farm where
Citizens Bank is now—"Not the

busileling, but the land around it,” TL
said, Lacy said Brownie sal on the
bench in front of the barber shop an
Broadway and spit tobacoo clear
neross the street. “We'd go to town
on Satrday night and park down-
worwn, We'd have see crenm at the dnig
store and pick up a few groceries. The
cones were § cents,” they recalled,

T.L. was known for driving a
“skeeter,” a car with no body, just
Iracing and & steermg wheel 1 made
it ouat of a part there and a part here,”
T.L said

Eventually, he tumed i into a
muck truck 1o haul celery out of the
TFiehd s rresche a faer armount of money
whale he was stell in High School

“Mfonst of the tame e was fishing
and hunting, though,” Lacy sasd “We
oot sl rizail gosoned prarenits,” shie added
and T.L. nodded

Today she says that she likes 1o
dov the gardenung at their hame, seemng
it as & hobby. “T.L. does the mowing
and | do the plants.” she said. The
cumaple hus been masmied mare than 50
years, and they still count as friends

Partn, “she coached me

in baskethall in High School,” sad
Lacy, and Tom and Hurley Mae
Moon Sparics Ridenhour, who was
mterviewed earbier, s T L 's sester




Clare Evans-

Clare Evans was bom in Cviedo
1o Frank and George (Georgia)
Wheeler, and still lives on South Lake
Jesup Street in the family home which
was builtin 1928,

1941, Mother of four sons, all of them
gtill in the Oviedo area, Clare and her
husheand Johan lived their marmied life in
Owviedo. He died 16 years ago.

“Wealthy people loved to cruise
o the St John s riverafier the Civil War,
The boat stopped st Lake Jesup and let
mail off and that was the route o
Oviedo,” she said.

"Thiere were no milrosds Southof
Incksorville. Those who didn't come by
haat, came by horseback and wagon,
0 thiz area was real ploneer country for
southemers, And southemers came 1o
Florida to start over. Their plantations
and hames had been taken for taes in
Reconsmuction or destroyed inthe war,

“ At that time (after the Civil War)
awealthy doctor from Mew York state,

Dir. Foster, had bought property around .

Lake Charm and had sold lots to his
patients in the Narth,
“He had a big home on the North

side ofthe Lake. It was the original plas-

ter home in this area. | can recall he had
atremendlous cistern in hack of the house
and those people all caught their rain-
water—especially to wash their hair in
because it was so soff....

“My grandparents, the Lees (also
Katherine Lawion™s grandparents), lived
on Lake Charm. In 1874, they were the
only Southerm family on the Lake. My
miother’s rame was Croonge: That"s what
Her mother called her Georgia, but she
said, ‘no, my name is George,” She had
a very dry sense of humor,

“Katheryn(Lawion) hasa very dry
sense of humor, 0o, Her dad was quate
a hwmaonist; she comes by it raturally. She
was very active until she fell and hroke
the pins in her hip. Katic (some people
call her Kit) and | used to walk every
afternoon. | miss it She's kind enoogh
to say she does, 0o,

“Wiy moither came from a family
of texy; there were two older boys who
stayed in Sanford, and | have cousins
there. Mother and her three sksters ived
mwost of their lives here and were very
supportive of one another. They enjoyed
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o another and so | often sew and feed
close w0 my cousins,

“It"s &0 seldom any more that a
family lives whene their roots are. That
had 50 much o dowith how the country
it 1 the Bt ceptury, These wese strong

“Something which contribued o
the suability of the families here was the
Baptist Church and the Methodist
Church. We're Methodists, but the
churches shasrys potabong. Inmeny fmi-
lies, the young men were Baptists and
the women, Methodisis and when they

“My father was a Baptist but my
mather was a Methodist, my sister’s
harshand was a Baptist and my sister-in-
lew was a Baptist. With that much
interconnectedness, there was a lot of

vears, we had the Easter Sunrise Ser-

wvice together and the Vacation Bible |

School iogether.

“We"d have Thanksgiving at the
ister would speak, and then we'd have
it at the Baptist Church and the Meth-

petive in them were also civic minded,
50 it followed that the churches were
civic minded. The Methodists dida lot
ol outresach 1o the community; they made
wvinlable the Lintle League fislds-—leased

them o the: Little League for 51 a year. -

Many players didn’t know that the
church had made them available.

“When | was growing up, Onviedo
was a sleepy little southern town bt
many ofthe young people grew up think-
ing they would go away tocollege. They
had that mind set and they did it.

“I had a wonderful time at North-
western. A friend of mine had pone thene:
fior graduate work and | wanted to go
on 1o school; [ liked school. | met my
hushand after a vear; his sisters lived in
Evanston.

“Evanston is 13 mules from the

beautifidl trees; | can see why they se-
lested the site for a college.

1 go back every few vears and |
loveit. I majored n English, but | never
intended o teach, [ sed mry Engfish skills
inmy correspondence fior many years.
With four sons, | was pretty busy.

She Grew Up a Wheeler

“1 never thought, when | got mar-
i, that we'd Bve in Florida. Johm would
leave at B A M. and taie the commuter
train 1o the Loop {he was an acooun-
tant) 2nd not get home uniil 5:30, and |
s i we ever Hived somewhere he could
coumee home for lunch I'd be so glad,

~ Amvhow, he visited rr farmity and
lowved Florida. He liked the casual
Tifessryle, and it was hisideato move hore.
He made himeelf'a Southerner. He used
to baughand 2l shout* Those Yankees.”

“Hewasonthe Seminole County
Schoal Board when Seminale Cormmu-
ity Ciollegrewees established, smd he was
there when integration was decresd.
That was a stressfiul time. Curphone mng
offthe hook.

“We had six weeks o po fromito-
tal segregation to total integration, and
thast resnt & fleet of new busses and we
weere it sl county and couldn™t afford
it but we did it Everyone oofinected
with the schools bent over hackwards
toaccomplish it and Seminole County
never had a serious racial incident as a
result

“Uince, John came home from the
office {heworked for Nelson and Com-
prarny) whien the boys wese in Junior High
and said he had an interesting moming,
A delegation from Kansas had visited
the school when they read about
Dwiedo's test scores being so much
higherthan other areas, snd they wanted
to ko wihy.

John was asked by the principal
1o talk 1o thern, and it was his opinion
that Owiedo was a churched commu-
nity, whens the churches were very ac-
tive, and that the students had a stable
family fifie {thene was onfy one family in
tovwm that had been divorced, Clare re-
ported at the mterview),

Parents were very interested in
their children and took an active part in
FTO, Scouting, and Church. Another
factor, Clasre believed wasthat so many
were long summers, people wanted to
get away and see what was beyond
Owiedo, and the North Carobina Moun-
tains were a day's drive. “My dad al-
warys said itwas good for usto getabove
sealevel " shesaid. “That wasinthedays
hefore sir conditioning.

“The Woman's Club was a po-
ten force iin the civic life of the commu-
nity 2s well, Until the Jast few years, it
wiks i the vanguard of every civic
‘moverment—anow of course it can't be

in 5o many, but still does a great deal
The chub started in 1906 as the Mags-
zine Club, and joined the Federated
Woman's Clubsin 1916.

“The Bean Soup Ladies came
ot this way: My sister, Louise Mag-
tin (herhushand Bil's father wasthe town

dioctor for many years) is quite an idea ©

person, and she had the notion that the
Woman's Clhubcould make money with
ez soup packets for sabe ot Great Dy

“Jean Wheeler and | ouise carmied

turmed it over to a commaties wihach now
does this. Louise ferreted out where o
buy beans at a good price and she and
Jean figured out the seasoning. Louise
Jorves o fignure out how things ane made.

“When we go ouwl of town, her
mind gets to clicking ona strange dish
“How is that done”* Anyway, they put
up packs of seasoning separste from the
beans. You sce that done now all the
time in specialty stores, but it wasan idea
Louise had. We've had a booth al Gireal
Day inthe Country every vear since the
commitiee started, Maybe 1979—
Lonaise can tell you,

“Growing up here hid lots of wd-
vaniages, The cousins, and then the
handerafts our mothers taught us. My
maother arranged for a lady to have a
kindlergarten forthe children inthe neigh-
‘horhiood, because there wasntany pub-
I kinderwarten.

“I did that for my boys, too, witha
worman on Lake Charm who had five
boys. Wes got to go to Sanford to pre
school, but then | had Asthur, Devid, ang
Cherles in three vearsand didn'thave time
oy take them to Sanford to school.

1 leamed 1o hem and embroider
when [ took Home Ecomomics in school
and we leamed todio those things, | hought
T head a reall head start. My gromdmother
Lee would wke a beach house and we
When the girls took Home Ex, the boys
dichn "t take Woodworking,

“They took an dgncultire course,
and there was an Agriculture Agent in the
school whotaught them tocultivatea plot
of grovnd. Frark can tell vou sbout that.

“1 remember one Christmas,
Frank, Louise and | were hoping for a
pony and dad told us to go outside and
look around for our present and of
course we knew what it was, 50 we

Continued on page 6



Wayne & Karen Jacobs

Wayne and Karen Jacobs were
high school sweethearts. Marmied the
year they pradusted, 1965, they have
lived in their house they builtnext o
the Riverside Park since 1974,

Woayne wis born in Choloota to
e Farmily that founded that wwn. and
Karen came to Oviedo in the Bth
grade. Karen's father wus Leonard
Jansan, and Wayne's family and her
family have been researched back w
Sweden and England by Karen, who
SpeEnt years on the project.

She is now Presulent of the
Owvieda Historical Society and the
head of the Museum of Seminole
County History ut 5 Points. Wayne is
a cattleman and does land cleanng,
They have three children, two gradu-
ated from Oviedo High, as they did.

Karen: “I'm busy working on the
High School Reunion, and I'm rying
1o find & picture of the old gym. 1've
asked everyone Lknow.....

“When | researched my family.
it tock five vears. | have volumes.
Then | did Wayne's, and [ have every
progt 1 need from England to Massa-
chusens s Virgmia. From Virgin i
Mowth Caraling thers are some gaps:
then | have it from Morth Caroding o
Florda "

_ Wayne: “We started the whole
thirg of seimg our land. My two brot-
ers and | s0ld the land Twin Rivers is
now on. We sald 2000 acres, and all
the building started, Itwas sold in dif-
ferent stages. Then came the Clonts,
and the Evans with Kingsbridge. It's

Evans
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looked down the rows of citros behind
the howsa (there has been citrus there
for 100 years) and we spotied a little
black mrxd white pony.

“Diad made a wagon foritand we
took neighborhood children for rides,
Later, he had a sled made and when the
Miediterranesan Fruit Fly infestation came,
and the fruit dropped, Frank would put
a tub on the shed and pick up the in-
fiested fruit and drop it in a special pit fidl
aftime so the fly wouldn't haich.

The pory s name was Tany, and
Frank and Tormy worked hard on th fruit
fly imvasion. Frank was very fithful

L
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premy out here (in Twin Rivers.)
They vedone a good job withit™

Karen; 1 loved growing upin
Owiedo. Everybody knew everybody.
We had the sime weachers svery year,
Coach Mikler taught history in Sth,
100, 1 1th, and [ 2th grades. He always
bt s history.

“Mrs, Neeley. Donna (her hus-
band und son Larry were the owners
of the Chviedo Qutlook newspaper)
taught us English, Spanish, Speed Whis-
ing. and Spesch.

“She had taken a Dale Camegie
Course and was the most inventive
teacher. One day, we came in to the
class and she lad drawn all the shades
and turned out all the lights. She put
on & recond which included footsteps
and ended in 4 loud scream and said,
“now el the story you have heand in
‘theat masic.”

“Another time; she gave us the
probilem of heing in an area that was
bunriing with five mmames to decide what
five thimps o take with us when we left
our homes. | still have that paper.

“The classes Wayne and Twere
in together were from Novella Aulin
Ragsdale. We took bookkeeping and
yping, ill the office skills. Everyone
ook those courses. The science
teacher was Betty Palmer; she taught
Binlogy | and Biology 2, Virginii
Staley, Mrs. Memitt Staley's wie, wis
the gym eacher and the girl's busket-
bl cxsich. We only played half coon
with different rubes....

“There were only 33 of us in the
praduating class of 65 1 can tell you
where they all are. The class was real
close, Wayne can tell you about the

Wayne: “Football didn’t start st
OHS until *61. Asthur Scott was our
fosothall coach, and I played guand, Our
eam was 9 and | our last year, and
we went 1o the Bainbow Bowl amd
won the State Class C. Divisaon cham-
pienship, The first vear we played.
wie lost to Titosville 49400

“Tutusville was alwaysour nival,
and fights would break out at the
games. Lalso played basehall; T pliyved
fett field. The whole town turmed our
for the pames then,™

Karen: “Even if & person had no-
body playing, ke ason ornephaw, they
knew someone on the twam. The foot-
bl field was built by the residents. |
remember they wouldn'tlet the pepclub

High School Sweethearts

oo the Ocoee games, either, becanse
they were a big oval like Tineswville.”

Wayne: “Saturday und Sunday
nights were the only nights Coach
Seott lat us date. He said girls and
football don't mix. We had a 9:30
week mght curfew, and he'd call o be
sure we were in and ready for bed.
Mobody ever complained about what
b dhidd; winning the: game was the most
impartant thang.”

Karen: “In high school we had a
dress code. We couldn't wear shors.
In 63 culotees were in, and all the girls
wanted to wear them, Some got sent
home o change, Clyde Holder wis the
principal, amd we coukdn’teven wear
slacks. 'We hud to weur dresses.”

Wayne: “Some of the local guys
put mirrors on their shoes w ook wp
thie girl’s skirts. In the *60%, that wis
the only entertainment we had. Mimi
Bruce ssid there was nothing w0 do that
wisn't legal or moral. Actually, it
wiasn"t thiat bad as long as you dida’t
getcaught..”

Karen: “There was no hand
holding or kissing in school, We did
fun things: weinvented things 1w do,
Wee"dhweatch Amenican Bandstand with
Dick Clark, things like that. Hurrcuane:
Dyonna closed the school. but nothing
much wasdamaged. A few large trees
were blown over,

“T always knew Wayne, but we
dicin't start dating unal 12th grade. We
wrote love notes. He'd write “what are
you doing tondght?’ snd I'd write ‘noth-
ing." He'd write back, ‘do you want
o g oot wnd 1l write hack, *yes.”
I still huve those noes, Everyone
passed notes back and forth,™

Wayne: "l suppose you've
leamed about the hangout af the Pure
Chl Station on the corner of Broad-
way and 426. There wis i coke ma-
chine outside and we"d watch the cars
eome by

Karen: “If they were unknown
girs, they wene Winter Purk kids look-
ing for the Oviedn Lights."

Wiyne: “We'dcome hack from
adate, andd there would be no maffic,
From Colomad Dnve o Oviedo there
wouldn't be another car. You didn't
want o break down. ™

Karen: “Inthise days, we could
go from Chviedo to Sanfornd in 10 min-
utes with no traffic. The kids would go
1o AEW at Lake Barton on Colomnial
Dxvive. They had curb service. Orthey'd

[ine: wep for miles o cruise thiough Seeak
and Shake in Winaer Park.

1 went to Park Avenve elemen-
tary, Lakemont, Glenridge, and
Orvaedo High as the boundaries for the
Winter Park schools changed. The
family lived in Gokdenrod. Adso, Twent
to church in Orando, 50 T knew lots
of people in Winter Purk and the city;
Wayne was more acountry boy.”

Wayne: "We came in twn once
a year.” (He was kidding.)

Kawren; “Amyhow, I'd et him lost
in the city and he'd get mie lost in the
country, Another thing we all did was
drink cherry colke and talk ut the drug
store on Brogdway where the pet
SLOME T8 n0w,

“We missed integration by two
years; ours was the last segregated
class, Jackson Heights was the black
elementary school. After that the
blacks went to Crooms in Sanford,

“Most everybody in fown was
gither a Baptist or a Methodist. The
Baptists always ran the vacation hible
school. The Methodist Youth had
MYF dances and the Bagtists could
g0 because the dances were church-
spongomed.

“Since everyone knew everyone.
if someone did something wrong ev-
eryone knew about it and called the
child"s parents. When somebody got
a new car, everyone knew all about it
night away.”

Wayne: "1 remember one year |
had o miss foothall practice 1o help my
parents take the prupings oot of the
groves, iand the coach brought the
while team out to clean up the groves
s lcould practice.

“We domn't know who blew up
thie bunk. but weve heand logs of sto-
ries. And it was a good time w0 grow
up in Oviedo.”

Karen: “That's nght. [ loved
growving up here,”



Thomas Moon

18 and just out of High School. He
has trved at 111 Clark {and across the
street, he said) for mone than 60 years.

His oldest sister, Martha Ann,
muarried Charles Lee, Jr. and moved
to Tenmesses, His younger sister, Mary
Velors, marmied and moved to Geor-
gia His brother, Clyde Reess Moon,
stayed in Oviedoand died 15 vear ago,

Like Sparks and Johan Risdenhous,
has home s situated on a large Lot that
is beautifully landscaped. He has 14
firuit trees and gave Fall Glow tanger-
ines to the Vioice reporter, who said
they were the best she had ever tasted.
At 7E, his health is failing but he keeps
the yard all by himself.

“I"ve been a success at farming
and didn’t pet fired as Postmaster;
those are the only two careers ['ve
had. My boss in Orlande never called
me on the carpet about anything, 5ol
fieel real good about that....

*I was bom in Hiram, Geargia.
My fiaher was a cotton and com farmer
and we lived about 30 miles West of
Atlanta. We moved to Atlanta in 1926
when my father went into steel and
bridige construction, and | graduated
from Fulton High School there,

“My mother’s brother, C.L.
Clonts, was after us all to come o
Owviedo to farm, and my father didn't
want to leave my grandmother 50 we

died we moved—in Movember of 1938,

“I'worked with Uncle Roy onthe
cebery farm, and also served 16 years
a5 a substitute rural carmer at the Post
Office. 1 leftio go in the Ay in 1942,
and [ landed in the Philippines and at
Okinawa, [ was a buck sergeant and

“George Means, Paul Mikler,
Frank Wheeler and [ are the only 52-
year members of the Oviedo Post 243
Amencan Legion.

“In 1938, Oviedo was a very
small citrus and farming community
and everyone knew everyone. It was
a friendly town. There were 1,100 to
1,200 people. It's always been a good
place o live.

““There were 40 or 50 cebery farm-
ers when we came here, batt we were

_ such & small outfit we contracted with

Chase and Company in Sanford to
heandle harvesting and selling ofiowr cel-
ery, We were among the last half-dozen
furmers left, as big business iook over
and absorbed the smaller farmers.
“Celery brought $1.50 a crate in
the “60%s, and that was extra good.
Ohur farm was at Mitchell Hammaock
and at that time Seminole County was
known as the celery capital of the
wiorld.
“Sanford grew iton Sandland in
We could grow it later in the season,

Farmer and Postmaster

here, than they could in Sanford as we
grew on muckland.

e built this house i the Fall of
1947. My wife was a Lake Mary girl,
Jane Cochran, [ met her before Wosld
War I1 at a dance in Lake Mary and
when [ came back from the war she
wis working at Sears and Roebuck.

“] guiess another of my jobs was
as Justice of the Peace in 1961-65.
Did | marry anybody? T had a couple
of requests, but | sent them off to a
preacher. I was the coroner and held

hearings.

“Itwas a thing that was O.K. for
one term—like the Army. [ saw people
bumed up in their homes and two or
three shot and seeme killed in accidents.
That wasn't & very big job, I just did
that on the side. George Kelsey was
the constable when 1 was coroner;
things happened, just like in a big city,
just not as much.

] also ran the municipal swim-
nﬁngmlhmmhm:'dosmd
*5is, We had a good recreation pro-
gram. | opened the pool and cleaned it
weekly (we’d drain it and scrub it) in
1946 and the American Legion raised
money from it's 4th of July Barbecue
and bought 2 pump and a chlorinator.

“] hesed s good friend in high school
whaose father was a stamp clerk at the
Post Office there and 1 took the Civil
Service Exam when | graduated.

“In 1964, John Curmier was the

Post Master and be was killed ina car
wreck on the Chuluota bridge. My
current wife, Hurley Ann Wainright,
was a clerk in the post office and she
temporarily took the Post Master job.

I took the exam in 1966 and got
the appomtment in 1967 a5 Postmis-
ter. | retired in 1980, The Post Office
used to be where the Karate Acad-
emy is on Broadway and Central,

[ began the third Rural Route
when | was there; the fown was grow-
ing about 12 per cent a year. [ just
wsked Scott Perry (the current Post-
master) how many rural routes there
are now, and he said there were 34,

“We were boaters and had a
place on the St. John's River when the
bays, Thomas Junior and John, were
groving up. | built my first boat out of
a Chris Craft kit.

“We'd put in the river and it was
so clear; we did the Palataka River
and we'd also go from Crviedo to San-
ford, and fish at Silver Glen Springs
an (he West Side of Lake George.
MNow [ understand youcan’t get in the
river there,

G ayen momths after [ netired my
health went 1o pot. Both of my wives
have been wonderfiil during my hos-
pitalizations and operations. I've been
Tucky,

:‘Iguesal'wgmclum'npmha;
1 can’t sit around the house and do
nathing.”



Marguerite Partin

“Ag Paul (Mikler) was to the
boys, Lwas o the girls.” agreed Mar-
gueite Partin, now setired but stll liv-
ing in her Invely Mead Manor home
with 1ts large pool.

*“The girds (her daughters) wught
swimming there while they were ineol-
bege, and of course it was built before
there were ansormustc pool clesners, so
T have to v itout. L don vmind.”

Marguerite Partin was bom in
Chattanooga. Tennesses and was
moved to Lakeland when she was
three months old. She went to col-
lege there and gota License of nstrae-
thon from Florda Southern. At OHS,
she taught first grade for eight years,
then got her BS at Stetson ind retired
oy rase her daughiers,

“But they kept asking me to
come back, so T did and stayed 23
more years, teaching fourth grade.”
Her husband, lim Partin. died four
years agoin 1995, The Partin School
is named for her.

“I was looking for a job in
Sanford, and the Superintendent, Mr,
Livwatom, tobd me he was full up there,
but he had a first grade position in
Onviedo, My dud and 1 drove out to
see Ohviedo, which I'd never heard of,
and it was a little bitty couniry town
out in the middle of nowhere, we
thoughi.

“It was in the boondocks. But 1
liked Mr, Cooper. the principal, and
accepted the job and of course the next
year M, Lamon said [ coubd tave any
positicn in Sanford | wiinted and I said,
*can’t | stay in Oviedo?' He wasn't
surprized, He wid me he knew 1would
like Owicdo. We were invited to
places, and anything we'd ask of the
parents. they'd do it.”

That's how Marguenis Partin
desiribed her intreduction to the wown
that was to be her home

“| marricd Jim Partin, and had
pwodaushiers. Lulways said 1 woakdn't
marry 4 man who was a farmer and

Old Laws and Statutes
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live in a little hick town, and when |
told my parents | was going to marmy
Jim they asked “are you sure? Youal-
ways suid you would never marry a
Fuurrer and live in a Bt town and thar's
whit you're going o do.” Ttold them
1 wras sure.

“1 was the girl's basketball
coich, the cheerleader sponsor, and
Paul Mikler and 1 chapesoned the bus
trips when the boys and girls went -
gether. For State and Reglonal meets,
I'd drive the cheerteaders and sty with
them at the hosels,”

Marguerite said she played bas-
kethall in high scheol and incollege,
and tennis, and that now girls' bas-
ke thall is a5 rough as the boy's—a fact
that wasn't true then, since thene wene
iffierent rules for girks. Pl and used
to argue about who got the gym for
practice. and he usually did.

“Jt wasn"ta regulation gym-—it
wats 40 Feet wide fnstead of 50, 1twas
i a building behind the old high school,
a tin building with an open side and
plastic that rofled dowm there 1 cover
it fromn the elements.

“We arranged dances for the
young people after most of the home
games, They were usually in the gym
or in the cafeteria. Since the school was
smal] with just about 300 snadents, ev-
eryone knew everyone. We stll armange
reunions for several clusses ata ime,
and we have one comingup.

“Wy first grade class had 45 sto-
dents and Ben Ward was one of tem.
He built Mead Manor and we lived in
o new house there for 32 years, Liokd
him | wanted some of the proceeds for
the suhdivision, becanse we were the sec-
ol i third street i, wnd Palm. ourmad,
watsn 't paved. The own really ook off
wheen Mead Manorwas developed.

“Nort of iy best friends are fommer
stucents. [ see them all the tme, and of
course I'm olderbut were stll friends,
At Halloween, chikirenand then grand-
chikdrenof my studengscome o mydoor.

Ornie of the most incredible laws, passed in 1925, said if o Marshall
or Sheriff purposely allowed a prisoner to excape ™ ke would suffer
the like penalties and punishments as the escaped prisoner was fen-

tenced to. "

Horses nd mules could nor be tied i shade trees, and “motorear
parking " was restricted to the right side of the street, and at no lesy than

a 45 degree angle.

Cursing and using o sling shor—for some reason these offenses were
lumped under the same law—brought a 350 fine or S0 dlays g hard labor.

Paul Mikler's Female Counterpart

1" m s Jucky o have ived a long time in
the own where T taught, and w know
somiany people. Lstill play bridge every
week with Virginia Mikler, Sparks
Ridenhour, and Kit Lason.

“I"m i cheerlexder for my three
grandsons, all of whom played spors
a1t OHS or Lake Howell. My grand-
son is & pitcher for the UCF baseball
team. and 1 go to all the games, Mike
Tainsky is my son-in-law, and his two
bays have played spoets.

“Oine son-mn-kaw, Mark Bellhom,
wias drfied by the Craldand " A'5." His
grandfuther wis the principal at 5t
Luke's school, and both my girls are
teachers: Manlyn, an elementary
teacher and Suznane now an adminis-
trutnrat Seminale Community College.

“What are some of the things |
recall when [ firstcame here? Being
excused from school atlunch to ar-
tend the Woman's Club meetings (Mr.
Cooper. the principal, took my class);
the “Teacher's House™ on Broadway
where four of us lived when we first
came here, with the principal down-
stairs and the teachers upstairs.

“The next year, the principal
rriowed to 2 house and a coach and his
wife moved in. We often said if that
old house could talk, what tales it
wrtld tell!

“Broadway looks the same or
beter than it did when | came here.
Dr. Schmidt’s office on Central was
huilt by the town for Oviedo’s doctar.
Div. Stoner, and the Woman's Club fur-
nished the waiting room,

“In the old Memaorial Building
were fund raisers and square dunies
and sock hops and wedding receptions.
The Woman's Club furnished the
kitchen. and when the buibding wis re-
furbished. the Woman's Club gave the
kitchen again. In interim years it had
been used by the Fire Departmient,

“T v on the Memorial Building
Committee when the building was
renovated, and worked to see it was

uses for all those civic activities again.
And of course, itis!

“The original Woman's Club
House was on Central, about where
the little house at the comerof the 419
turnoff is. During the war, it wis used
tovroll bindages for the wareffor, eic,

“Wy husband was active inthe
American Legion, and he helped the
Legion build the municipal swimming
pool at Sweetwater Park.

“There was alsoa recreanon build-
ing there and the young couples would
gather and have dances. At the end of
the school year, we'd have a picric at
Sweetwater Park for the school children.

At this vear's class reunio. no
cne will believe the growth in Ovieda,
We're so lucky to have so many nice
people moving here....

“T'm so glad I'm in good health
and can enjoy my friends and grand-
sonsand their pames. Today is the only
day I could have been interviewed; |
have pames to go o all the other days,
or bridee to play. Yes, [ still work at
the Polls on election day.

A young man from Partin inter-
viewed me for a cliss project and he
wrote “and she lived ina house" He
seemed surprised there were houses,
then. The school sent me his essay. It
wiks very well done.

* guess the people moving here
don't realize how this was mostly cel-
ery farms. My husband was acelery
farmer, We could sit on the ground
beside the rows of celery and not be
able to see over them, they grew so
all,

Tt was amazing,. Jim, my hus-
band, had 15 acres here and |5 acres
put on Lake Jesup. He sold the prop-
erty on Lake Jesup some years ago
when he quit farming, ind the people
whio bought it built a lovely home on
it. I never wanted wo live there. Twasa
city girl—lakeland was prety well
setiled when [ lived there, | wanted o
live in the centerof Onvigdo.”

There were strong laws, of course, dealing with the selling of liguor
and gambling, and with the advent of indoor plumbing, it became illegal
fo dispose of “human excreta” except ina “saniury watercloser "

I 1938, in an effort to keep “cervain rypes of men” from settling in
the area, an update w the “Rogues and Tramps™ law promised a mrakth
ar hard laber i “Persons who use juggling, or other anlowful games or
plays, common pipers and fiddlers, pilferers, comman Brawlers, persons
who habineally misspend what they earn, and wander and stroll from
place to place with no lawful purpase...who are able towork, and yet five
off the earnings of wives or minor children,”




Frank Wheeler

Frank Wheeler was bom in
Owviedo in 1920). He attended OHS,
then graduated from Stetson in 1943,
Tn the Navy in World War [1, he was
in the Training Command of the
Pennsacola Afr Station,

He has been on the Stetson
Board of Directors for 29 years,
served as chairman, and received an
honorary doctorate in 1983, [n 1945,
e married Jane Moran of Geneva, his
High Schoal sweetheart, and they
have been married 53 years.

The couple has two children,
M (Broce ) aned Ben, and five grand-
children, who are fth generation

“Irecall my father; his father, my
grandfather Wheeler, was a Civil War
veteran and had moved from Georgia
with hiss first wifie. She died and grandfa-
ther Wheeler marvied a local girl,..my
fatherand his brother, Lee Wheelerwere
s second farnily,

“‘He ran a large sawmill; thene was
a lot of virgin pine and other Gmber
arcund Crviedo, When it was cut out,
grandfather Wheeler moved to Dade
City and had 3 sawanill there, then died.

“My father was 11. At that time.,
he had relatives here and somy Uncle
ook an oxcart from Oviedo to Dade
City and loaded up my father's pos-
sessions and moved him back o
Crviedo until he was T6. Mother was
aLee, and they married here and had
three of us kids. (Claire Evans, Louise
Martin, and Frank.)

— = My father had toquit schoolin
the Sth grade and go to work. There
wis i Asd w0 Dependent Children then,
arany kind of welfare, He had to ‘root
hog ordie poor." When he moved here,
hee il whist e couild to make aliving.

* A Mr. Crutchfield, an agent of
the Adantic Crast Line Radl Road, ook
him under his wing and taught him
Morse Code. At that time, the 1ele-
graph wus the only communicution
with the cutsade world, Western Uinaon,
and when Mr. Crutchiield died father
became an agent for the Coast Line
Railroad and did it for 25 years.

“There were very few roads here
in those days.and almost all commernce
came by rail, The depot was a lively
place, then. When the Mail tram came
in, it was the job of @ local black man

" to haul it from the station to the Post
Office. Sometimes the ruts i the rowd
were 50 bad nobody thought he'd
miake it, but he did,
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“Meanwhile. my father bought a
home place with a small grove. In the
189495 frecze, which was about.as bad
as "89, there wene some trees that sur-
vived and he coved the grove indo pro-
duction, then acguired some Mo cins.

“He wis so suceesstil he lefi the
railroad in the 20s and went into busi-
ness with anold Swede, & Mr. Nelson,
who had a packing house over here.
Soon. dad bought him out but kept
the name, operating as the Nelson
brothers since it was an estublished
narme in the wade, {Here, Frank indi-
cated the framed citrus labels in his
Melson and Co. offices, bearing the
Meleon name.} We continued to ship
under the Mekson name unil we closed
the packing house in the 1989 freeze.

“The 1917-18 frecze and result-
ing damage to the citres rees brought
the growth of vegetable farming as
cash crop supplement Celery became
prominent in Onviedo, and Joe Leinhart
was one of the first celery growers in
the Oviedo ared. As more and more
land was clearsd, there were hundreds
of scres of celery grown here.

“There were two railroadsthen:
the Atlantic Coast Line to Sanfond,
now the Cross Seminole Trail, and
Seaboard from Orlando through Win-
ter Park and out 1o Oviedo. All pro-
duce was shipped by rail. and there
wizre two trainloads that went oat with
25-30 carloads every day in the Spring
season, March through June.

“My father helped organize the
Citizens' Bank of Oviedoin 1946, and
was its first president. He was also ac-
tive in the Baptist Church and his father
had been the first Deacon in 1869,

“In those days, no church hada
full time pastor, and the first and third
Sunday of the month we went to the
Metheodist Church and the second and
fourth Suncay we went 1o the Bapnst
Church, My mother was o Method-
ists, as were the two girls. My futher
wits a Baptist, That was nevera paoint
of controversy in our family.

“In Owiedo in the 200's. there was
one selephone operator to service the
small number of people who had
phones. Nobody bothered with tele-
phone numbers. We'd just pick up the
phione and say, T want to talk o Mrs,
so-and 0.

“1 remember when power came
to Owiedo. Everyone had kerosing
lamps, and some had Delco generat-
ing systems which had just enough

power to crank up the lights in the
evening and cut them off before bed.

“In the late 2(V's. we got power,
bast there was no such thing as small
maotars znd nobody had refrigerators.
The ice man delivered 50- 100 pounds
of ice two or three times a week.

“ Another interesting thing, thene
were no paved strects, Route 426 was
a sand bed if T ever saw one, There
were sand beds along Hillcrest, and no
sidewalks, Few cars could getupitif
the season wis feal diry,

Al the farm werk and grove work
wits done with horses ormules. The fruit
wis brought o the pecking houses on
wagons, JHboes o wiagon ata mme.
Everything was just bone hard Lbor.
Thait's all anybocky knew.

“From my carfiestchildhood, | re-
member goang 10 things in the comme-
nity and going to church, If there was
something going on at the school;a play
or Mayday, then the whole community
went At the churches, the whole wwn
mumed out.

“We knew everyons in town and
they knew vou, and if you did some-
thing nemghty your folks knew about it
in short onder. It wis one for all and all
fear one whien we grew up. If thene was
a tragedy or a misfortune, the whole
cormmunity did what it could 1o helpthe
situation. Oviedo s still pretry much that
way today. [ think.

“The people whio mitially settled
Lake Charm were wealthy northerners
who came in the wintertime for the
milderclimate. D Foster had a house-
boar and he would cruise down the St
Johns and come 1o Lake Jesup in the
winter from New York.

“He enjoyed hunting and fishing.
and there was plenty of that, and he
bought property and brought his
friends. These people had money and
education. and the bocal folks were pri-
murily refugees from the Civil War.

“The laer had nothing but s de-
sire to work, and the two came to-
gether as a mix. The influence of that
genetation is still felt here. These
peophe along with the pionesrs already
here resulied incombined efforts of a
unicue society inthe small, rural com-
Lty

“D. Foster brought my grand-
father Lee from up in Columbia
County, Lake City, 1o look after his
groves and plant new groves, He hid
10 children and many lived here all
their lives. C. 5. Lee was the young-

Simply “First Citizen”

est, and he lived o be 99. He died
seven or eight vears ago.

“My mother and her three sis-
1ers lived here all their lives. The influ-
ence Dr. Foster had was carried for-
weand; it weas very significant. The very
first Methodist church was organized
as Foster Chapel and was buili whene
we live now on Lake Charm.

“&fter a while, it was used as a
wirster home forretired missionaries. The
place was known for years as Foster
Chapel: now its the Methodistchusch.

“ A the commmumty grew, the moral
toane has alwirys been ata relatively high
level Like-minded people are attracted
o v v For tht resson, ii's what thear
Ioscking for.... When the University came
301 wesars ago, it made & big change in
the educational coment of the commu-
firy. The professons and administrators
came with the Ll and that meant lots of
‘good folks lived here,

“Even before the Universaty
came, & great percentage of Oviedo
gradutes went on o college. That was
just what their parents expected. There
wats an English teacher, Mrs. Anma Th-
ompson, who taught us sowell that
wecoubd all passcollege English afier
her course,

“She was & grandmother o almost
alll of s, She made you want 1o make her
proud of you. She'd take as much inter-
estin you as if you were herown child.

“The company T (Nelson and co.)
The first budlding here was the citrus
packing house. | revarnped the machin-
ery. got modem equipment and mecha-
nized the operation. Then the big metal
building was the fertlizerplant.

“The whole area was sgriculure
and cattle, and citrus and vegetables-
~we psed lots of fertilzer. Diad bisilt
the plantin 1936-37. He hired a chem-
ist that used to be with Swift und Com-
pany and he worked with the gronwers
here on the frmulas.

“It grew smff. Mot everything
takes the same kinds of fertilizer; he
had to formulate for sandy soils and
muck soils. The other buildings were
warchouses und offices for the feral-
izer operations. With the freezes, thene
wisn't the need for fertlizer. [t dried
up so it wasn 't economical o keep
prosiucing it

“We sold the business to acon-
cem in Leesburg. We built the Chviedo
Shopping Center in the 1960"s. Thene

Continued on page 10



Katherine Lawton

Katheryn Lawton was bom in
1906, Her father, Winbum J. Lawton,
wits also bom here in the house next
door 1 Kathering™s, at 28 Hillcrest.

She attended Oviedo schools.
then majored in Mathematics at
Wesleyan College in Macon, Geor-
mia With the aid of a live in compan-
ion. she still attends meetings of the
Waomen's Club.

“ cun really confuss you with my
relatives, Claite Evans and | are first
cousing; her mother and my mother
were sisters. The Wheebers are kin on
both sides. My father and Frank were
cousing and George (Mrs. Wheeler)
and my mother were sisiers....

“My fagher had ornge groves and
the grocery and general siore in the
building still standing at the comier of
426 (The computar store, ) Thens wis
a fire undd mostof the buildings bumed
up but daddy’s didn’t becawse it was
brick. It's been changed a Jot since
hen.....

“In those days, grocenies were
defivered. The store had a big walk in
freezer and he kept meat in there, and
when someons ondered ‘meat’ and
il 't specify, he gotsieak because thit
wts whiit he liked and he beought some
home for U

1 ate an awful lot of s1eak asa
child. There was a big barrel full of

Wheeler

From page 9

was a drug store and a grocery stone
i the first two buildings. The whole
site was a fidge, and we filled ftin. A
man outside of town wanted a lake,
and [ dug it for him and used the dirt
for fill. Yiou didn’t need permitz in those
days.

People said, *do you every think
you' 1L fill up that hole? We couldn’
afford to do it today.”

0Old Laws and Statutes
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brine that held pickles as big as this
{gesturing wth a full thaemb and fore-
finger) and that wers us long as this
{gesturing about & inches) and when
we gotanickel for candy, we bought
pickles: They wene really a treat.

My honse has four rooms and
a bath wpstairs and a bedroom and
biath downstairs. That's enoughroom
for Cindy, Black Besuty (a Persian cat)
and me.

“In the obd diys, Oviedo looked
somnewhet ke it does now, bur the road
et here (434) wans clay andd it was the
beest roved bor o, Hillorestwas o dirt
road, and when they got rained om it
wits show getting somewhere....

“When we were young, there
were fourof us, my two brothers and
ome sister. Only & brother in Plane City
is left. We played cands and had acro-
quet set by Central and played with
paper dolls and when my father made
a trip to Baltimore to buy stock, he
browght my sister and me twi beaut-
ful dolls, | had mine for years,

“Tused to play bridge wath Vir-
ginia Mikler's mother {who lived on
Hillerest inan apartment in the Mikler
home. ) Al Wesleyan, itwas a Trusiess
Rule never to play cards, but [dad and
one of the people in our foursome was
ateacher.

“Talways thought she was rash,
becawse if we were caught they"d send
us home, but if she were caught she'd
be fired. Wesleyan was the oldest
women's college. My father went to
Mercer. which wis i Baptist school.

“For a few years, 8 or 101 1
taught schood in Sanford, My uncle wis
the Superiniendent of Schools, wnd he
wiks my father's brother. He put me in
different grades when they needed
someone. Afier atime, [ went to busa-
ness college in Orlando and leamed
1o be a secretary/bookkecper.

“They gt me a job with Florida
Power and 1 went o whichever
Florida Power office had someone on

Born on Hilerest, Surrounded By Cousins

vacation. I"d fill in for a few weeks,
enid Flomeda Power puid my room and
board and my salary,

“Then [ went o work for Nelson
and Compeny doing the billing, taking
ogders for fertilizer (they didn’tever
hive moe mix the ferlizer) and writing
benters, Claine Evans's father owned the
feertlizer plant.

“The fertihzer dust would blow
over on my rose bed and 1 had beay-
tiful roses. I worked at Nelson and Co.
for 25 1o 30 years and they had a big
dinner for me at the San Juan Hogel
when | retired, [ didn’t want them to
do it, bur they said they did it for the
men, [ didn't want a watch—1 had a
watch. so-Jean Wheeler szlecied a nice
pim which they gave me.

*Then someone quiton short no-
el theey head e come back: unitil they:
could et someone else, Attheendof 4
meomith, they asked if | wared salary o if
I 'wamied a typewriter and [ ook the type-
writer, It's s mice electric typewriter,

“When | was growing up in
Cwviedn, we had lots of panties and
pet-wgethers. My parents had o horse
and carriage. and we would go visit
my grandparents who lived on Lake
Charm, My grandmother suid my
muother, Lydia, wanted to get out of
thie ose with those four latrle children.

“T remember when my grandpar-
ents moved across Lake Charm and 1
rode in the rowboat with my grand-
minther and the china and silver. They
told me overand over. ‘don’t ock the
boat.” The house whens they lved was
tom down, and Bill and Louise Mar-
tin bunlt there, The okd howse my grand-
parents Hved on is the land the Evans
boys live on, now, at the comer of
Lake Chanm,

“Cine earty seuder was Dr. Mead
for whom Mead Manor was named.
He owned acres and acres of Mead
Manor land. He started the Boy Scouts
in the area, and raised orchids and per-
fected the firstpure white orchid,

“His wafe started the first library
in & building downtown and got the
books, 1 guess, from her wealthy fmends
in New York where she was from,

iy oty was a chaner mem-
berof the Women's Club. We swam
in Lake Picken and Lake Charm. but
Imaver liked it much. At Wesleyan. [
almost didn’t graduate because |
couldn'tdive, but I swam two lengths
of the pool. The gym teacher wias dis-
gusted with me.

“I had to go to Orlandi to get
my clothes, and there were oaly two
places where they had shoes small
enough for me, We wore hats o
charch, and my mother fancied hats.
They were quite becoming to her, and
1 saved several and won a prize 4 few
years ago at the Women's Club for
ihe best hat,

“I"ve always gone 10 the Meth-
odist Church here, and my mather did,
but my grandfather Lawton wis 4
Baptist preacher. | don't remember
him; he died when [ was young,

“P've been to a lot of places in Eu-
Tope, most of them twio i three tmes. |
went to mest of the countries, but not
Russia. In Mexico, my sister and [suw
the: bl ifigehits ancd it wisn'L 600 gruesame,

“I bought inluid whles in laly; 1
went with Claire (Evans) and Mrs,
Wheeler, Claire's mather, Georgia,
Her name was Georgia, but everyone
called her George.

“We went to Europe on the QE
1 and came back on the Quesn Mary,
W went firstoluss, because we didn't
apply in time to geta lower class and
I'm 0 glad we were {irst class. [twas
wonderful.

“In the moming, we ondered for
the duy and they said if there was
something we wanted that wasn'ton
the menw, to write itin, The sky's the
limit. in other wiords.

“I"'m blessed wohave good health
and good companions who take me
anywhere [ want o go.”

To protect and preserve the miorals of the town, the council in 1925
passed an ordinance concerning *The Diress of Women, " which read: “ft
ix urrlawyiel for any woman to appear downfown or in any public place
indecently dressedor dressed in such o manner as to suggest the adversis-
ing or plving aof an improper mode of life. "

Anather law in effect prevents women from entering any establish-
ment where a poal or billierd table is in use.

It was alsd illegal in 1920's Ovieda to spit tobaceo on the sidewalks,
ar tide a bicycle or tricycle through the streets withowt “a goug or bell
attached to warn those who might otherwixe be in danger”

If vour barmyard animals are the type to wander, you better hope
they don 't traffic in Oviedo s streers and sidewalks.

According ro a 1925 ordinance passed by the Ovieda Ciry Council
muley, atees, cows, goats, sheep, calves, and hops can net run at large,
while chickens and other barbvard fowl are not allowed on the ciry side-
waalks, This {x fust one af many strange and aften silly laws passed since
Ovieda v incorporation in [925. However, o check of court recands show
thur no sody-paly Oviede swine has appeared shackled in courtfor vialat-
ing this ardinance for guite a few years.
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Tom Estes

Tom Estes was bom at Orlando
Wemaorial Hospital and lved all his life
in Owiedo, graduating from High
Schiool here in 1962, His father was
. W. Estes, Ted Estes, who built the
precooler on Central.

He died when Tom was 12, but
there are many memories of his life
here. Tom served a term in Viet Nam
in the Army, then traveled extensively
in Europe and the Orient, He is now
finishing his degree at the University
of Central Florida in anthropology.

“I"vee read the recollections of the
interviews in the original Heritage Is-
sue, and there are a few things 1 re-
ember that hirven™t been menticned:
The swimming pool was open Tues-
day and Friday mghits and there was a
juake boe and pin ball machine in the tin
shack by the pool. There were always
large crowds there in the summer.

“Another memory is of the Scoul
Hut behind the pool. by earliest memony
ofit is in 1952, and it seemed to be old
then, There were three packs mesting
there, with six, eight, or ten boys ineach
pack. Mr. Darwson, a cattlermsan for Duds
was the scoutmaster. Don Ulery was
anotherin the 505, He had two sonsand
a dueghier and wanted them to have

CHPETRTIE

“At my fither s mnch, named
“The Grap," there wits an institution. 11
was called the Econ Eating Chab. My
father boughit the ranch from Mr. Lee;
it was located at the comer of 426 and
Lockwood—it started there and went
o Snow Hill Road.

“Anyhow, Mr, Lec had atin shed
there, about 20 by 30 fieet, with a large
picric table. My father had a well dug
and the second and fourth Thursday
of the month men from town and other
towns gathered there to have a big feed
at Junchinme.

“Sometimes there would be
venison steak, sometimes fresh fish,
My Father had a cigar box that read
*5() cents for lunch; 25 cents for chil-
dren and delicate eaters.” People paid
o4 the honor system.

“They came on a regular basis.
Martin Anderson of The Semtined, Jog
Rutland, Winter Park bankers— they
all came for the stufl they couldn't get
in the city and the camaraderic.

“L_ater on, there was a gathering
afmen at the old packing house inthe
Black Hammock at the corner of
Florida and Elm. You'd see 30 or 40

cars there, and since it rained every
afternoon in the Sumnmer, theyd come
and play poker when they couldn’t
work, Pretty soon they'd be lookimg
for a elowd in the gky, they wanted 10
play so badly.

“ 4 character | didn't read aboul
was Enoch Partin, who Hved on 2 hill
behind the Baptizst Church. [ think he
was Marguerite's father-in-law and he
had an old Maxwell. The story goes
he had driven it to Orlando on a Sat-
urday and was goang down Orange
Avenue and a policeman was direct-
ing traffic.

“He signaled to go left and the
policeman shouted, * yoo.can'i go feft
here.” He replied, 'Tcan, if you get
out of the way." Enoch would slow
down every time he turned a comer
and was a real slow driver, and some
of his boys rigged up a wire that con-
nected 1o the throttle (the accelerator)
and went under the dashboard.

“It came through the back seat,
and when Enoch would slow down 1o
about 10 they'd give the wire a jerk
and the car would shoot forward, [t
would give him a thrill.

“Tip-and Arthar Partin and John
Lumsihy weeze eousins and a hrother, and
Tip and Arthur had a pet monkey.
They"d throw it at John, who was
scared of it, all the mme.

“1 really missed May Day at our
sehool. And another thing, going up
for the plays; they were just comy
skits, but we thoughi they were great.
When | was in High School they
stopped them becausc of the missile
seare and we had a study.

“They also cut put May Day in
the late “$0's orearly ‘60°s. In 1957
vy sister, Kay Esves (Dodd) was May
(ueen; in * 5% it was Shirley Parin. 1
never did know why they cut that out.

“At the end of the school year,
we'd have half a day and the grades
from 6 to 12 would go to Sanlanda
Springs, where the Springs Housing
development is now, There wasa pool
with a slide, and we'd havea picnic
and swim in the springs and it was lots
of fun. We didn't ever go there, ex-
cept for that end of school event.

“Hack in the *40s or ‘508, some
of the boys pul & donkey on the rosof
of the school. | don't know how they
got it down, cause donkeys won't
back up, you know. That was a lot of
excbement

Remembering his Teen Years

“You know. | loved the way
people recalled how we looked out
for one another. That was so true.
And if anyone had a problem with a
teacher, woe was him when he got
home. That's changed, as well.

“| remember another incident.
Some of the boys put chickens in the
library; 1 think that was in the 50's.
The story was they didn’t like the 1i-
brarian, and one weskend thens were
chickens and dogs and cats in the li-
brary when it was opened Monday
moming. Ben Ward's father made him
goto Mrs. B, G, Smith and apologize
for taking her chickens.

“Another amusement was the
hearse. Tt was an old Packard 12 eyl-
inder, Oviedo had a semi-pro base-
beell tesaam aned it s the only thing large:
enough to carry the team; they rode
around in the hearse. T don't recall who
owned it, T think it was Henry Wolcott
wiho worked at the filing station and
used it to push cars because it had lots
oftorgque and power.

“When my father bought Dr,
Martin"s old house in the * 50s, there
was & skeleton i the barn that he had
left over from Medical School. Some
men were tearing the barn down and

ane of the boys saw the skeleton and
asked ifhe could have it. They put the
skeleton in the hearse and rigged up
some lights and they "d drive around
with it...

“Chain gangs would come and
maintain the road here, and cvery now
and then one of them would break out.
My father would come home and get
his pistol and shotgun, and it was the
omly tirne we locked our doors.

“Roz Mogel ewned the drug
stare in the “60s, and he was loud and
obnoxious but if thene were tickets to
sell or a honse burned down he
wouldn’t ket people out of his stoge uniil
they contributed; he'd hound you 1o
the ends of the earth if vou didn’t. It
was always a good cause and nobody
cared. We'd go there every day and
drink vanilta pepsis

“When [ was 13 or 14, [ had a
Model A Ford and Geneva had its
centennial with o big parade; [ was
askied to drive in the parade but | wias
underage. George Keélsey, the con-
stahbe, knew faw old we were and as
long as we didn’t hot rod around the
neighborhoods we were all right. [
went to the parade and there were bots
of deputics und the sheriflbut it wasa
different er.”
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Ed & Ima Jea

Fdund Tt Jesin Yarbommgh have
lived in their house on route 426 in
Genevasince 1956, Bd is a thind-gen-
eration cartleman whose G000 acres
have been worked by s uncle and
grundfther befions him.

Ima Jean (Bostick) moved o
Cieneva, where her father wis offered
employment, from Ocala in the Bth
grade. At that time, the schaool in
Geneva nly served the community
uniil the Bth grade.

After that, studsnts went o Sermi-
nole High School in Sanford. Both
graduited from there. [ma Jean wis
one of four givls: Ed was the only
brother to three sisters. The couple has
four children and five prandchildren.

Ed: “1was bom in Daywaa, My
mather had a sister there, and the train
went there, and she went to Daytona
when | was about to be bom and
catme home two weeks later. When |
came back from the service, I needed
& birth certificate. We found the mid-
wife whodeliversd me in Daytona: she
was stilll living. I got my birth certifi-
cate in 1956,

Ima Jean: “When [ moved to
Genevil, itwas full of nrange groves and
o bilossom tme was heavenly, The
and people from the Morth and these
senior citizeres enriched my life greatly,
I had hated the idea of a move, but |
really cameio love it

Ed: “My prandfather, E. H.
Kilbee. and my uncle W, G. Kilbee,

L

n Yarborouh

stanted the cattle operation. IUs a cow-
calf operation, We rise calves w about
325 pounds, then send them to market
where they e shipped to feed lots. They
began it at the wm of the century.

Ima Jean: (Indicating a family
photo on their living noom wall} “All
the children leamed to rade on Tonka,
ourhorse. If they fell off. he"d just stand
there. The children were working the
canle with their father as soon @s they
learmeed toride. Sometimes before they
went to school.”

Ed: "1 never s 3 movie until 1
was eight years old, Seminole High
School was one of four in the couity:
Oviedo. Lyman, Seminole. and
Croms, Everybody was poor, so we
didn't have much recreation. We'd
drive to Chuluota to see our kin about
once a month or s0, but athérwise
wie'd use our as o go towork,

“We'd goswimming in the Horse

Pond on Snow Hill and Old Mims
Road. Only five of us graduated from
the Sth grade when | graduated, There
wasn'ta fence law, The cows ran lose.
In 1949 the fence law was passed, but
our famnily had fenced them in years
before there was a law, People would
hitve to fence their gardens and their
houses; the cattle were branded and
poamed all the way o Mims.”

Ima Jean: “We just had the 1 20th
anniversary of the signing of the Meth-
odist Church Chaner, Before we had
a stop light, it was a Mashing warning
light and there were many wrecks."”

The Old Oviedo School Building,
now a parl of Lawton

Sunday School Picnic at
White's Wharf in 1911

Ed is 3rd Generation Cattleman

Eid: “1 remember buying a five
acre tract on North 46 for $125 in
1943, 1 had a chance to buy the
Handiway and BP locations for $200
and didn'"t doit. Times were hand, then.
We Lived pood and ate pood becauss
wi had lots of hogs.

“After she came back from
Daytona with me. my grandmaother
kept me and my mather cooked at the
sehool for $3.50 a month, Then dad
govon with the Seminole County roud
department. His name was J'W.
Yarborough. He retired as county road

Ima Jean: “My mother is Lucy
Fore, and she just retired a few years
ago from working for Seminole
County. $he's B2 now.”

Ed: 1 couldn"ypliy sportsin high
school because [ had no way 10 get back
and farth but the bus. My sister and [
went ingether when [was 18 and bought
‘achartrerse Ford convertable. [ prob-
ahly wes rking roee money fim catle
then than I do nonw. [n 1949 and 1950
the price wias 29 cents a pound, and gas
s 20 cents a gallon.”

Ima Jean: “We'd go to the Red
Bam, i nice spot on route 50 where
they played good country music, Be-
sides, there was dances in Geneva
every other Friday at the community
hall. And there were football games
on Frday mights.”

Ed: “Muny a day, I'd leave home
at 7 A M_and not get home until 6 ar
7 atnight. It was a long day. In the last

Slhyears, I've killed gbout 150 to 200
rattlesnakes in the woods. Several
diogs have bean killed by those snukes,

“Omie, about 4 M. the clouds
over the field looked bad. Lighterang
hit, felling a pine, and the pine had a
barbed wire fence attached, It rolied
down the hill and killed theee cows. A
ball of fire ran down that fence.”™

Trrt Jesam: * Cmmunity service is
strong in this family. I"ve beena Sun-
day School Teacher for 25 years and
am still in charge of day care at the
Geneva Methodist Church, Ed is
spending his 26eh year as a director of
Citizens Bank. I'm a member of the
Geneva Citizens Committes and a past
president of the Cantlernan’s Auxiliary.”

Ed: “She went all over the
conntry being a spokesperson when
she was President of the Cow
Belles. tater the Camlewomen.”

T Jezn: “We "re still doing that.
[*'m promoting beef at Winn Dixie on
Hiwell Branch Road soon.™

Irma Jean said she was active in the
Socicty and the whole family helped with
civic matiers like the 4th of July celebra-
t0m in the town.,

She said that Ed was a county
Commissioner far two [erms, 45 was
his rncle, and his grandfather was a
commissioner for four benms.

“It's community, church and fam-
ily for us," Ima Jean concluded.




Virginia Mikler

Virginia Mikber came 1o Ohvisda
in 194 1 o teach Home Econotmics al
the school, then culied Oviedo High
andl Incated where the Lawton school
15 YW,

Her family livedin Jacksonvilks,
and her father was a travelling sales-
mian whio had vistied the Lawion Stoee
and thought Oviedi would be a good
place for his daughter to work. She
irrried the couch. Paul Mikler. (See
hiis story. )

“I remember when 1 got to
Chviedp in “41 there was one walffic
light. The community wis close kmit
When daddy brought me to Oviedo
1o teach, he insisied we stop at the
court house and meet the superinen-
dent of schools, Mr. Lawton.

“ Al that time, the whole county
office was Mr, Lawton and his secre-
tary, Gertrude, Mr. Teague helped out
during the summet. Mr. Lawton came
autof his office down W the car. leaned
i thve weimclowe, wnvd said ‘o you know
[ o make good biscuits™

W hen | came toweach, armved
ot a Saturday and school was 1o start
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C.R. Clonts showing off his
First Tractor in 1940

Seaboard Railroad, Shipping Celery from
Black Hammock in 1927

thee fillorwing Momnday, but thene was i
case of polio in Sanford so school was
delayed for two weeks. Many i town
hasted bridie parties fior tie new teach-
ers during those bwo weeks. [remem-
beer I, (ool SEUVANE [EUR1YRLICE CTEAmL

“The principal of the high schoal
then was Mr. Cooper, and he spent
every summer in North Carolina and
stopped by to interview me in Jack-
sonville, He was the first person 1 met
in Owiedo. The place 1 boarded was
with Lowise and Munin Crore, i i house
directly across from the school. Louise
miack beautiful dresses,

“She boarded two of us, o help
her husband out with finances, but the
first ronth she was in the red at the
grocery story. She had fed us 0o well
She ker became a teacher

“After the war, the Methodist
church was built on King Street. The
ey was in the hank—it was saved
frivm the wir vears when vou couldn™
et building matenals

“Oviedo was o self-help com-
munity, Citizens raised money to build
the Memaorial Bullding and o medical

Her Father Picked Oviedo

busliding o Cenral Ave. The Woman's
Club paid fer furmishings in the clinic
waiting roont, When Dr. Simer came,
we were g0 glad rotinally have & doc-
tor in Oviedd

“Many wese sill going to spectal-
et like QB-Gvn: butafter & while ev-
eryone went to De Stoner for every-
thing. He delivered babies at the clinic.
and T remember Gertrude Lucas had
her sons there, He took our son's ton-

“sils outin 1953, The clinic had four

rooms in back, two on either side of
the hall. :

“The Memaoral Building was an
all-purpose building, It was City Hall
as well as the site for wedding recep-
tions. athletic banguets and youth
dinces. It was o well-used commu-
mity bualding

e teachers used to huve 1o get
ashotevery veas. | think for TB. There
were no thesters close by the closest
wis the Colony in Winter Park or the
Vogue at Mills and Colonial or the
Beecham on Qrange Avenug, Now
we have 22 theaters in Oviedo. Ev-
ervihing has grown like it

“Tremember whenGenvemior kirk

came here and tumed the fimst spude of
dirt fior UCE. ILopened n “66 for upper-
classmenand forothers in*34-'65, Itwas
just woods out there. Phil Goree, who
livesin Tiscuwillynoa, was the firg comp-
tredber and spoke 1o the FTA about the
changes we wete going tosee with the
coming ol the University.

“1 thowght. | know gveryone m
grrwn and 1711 get o know the faculty
ome ot o time. How naive | was. Lots
of the LICF fiolks dicl move here, Win-
ter Park Hospital { which opened in Feb-
ruary 1955} and UCF provided em-
ployrment for many Chicdo residents,

“There were no restaurants, Tt
was such a big thing when the Town
Hause opened. Then when Tommy
Estes opened the Oviedo Inn, and it
seemed everyone th 1w cime 1o the
opening night. That was SOmetime
the TiFs

“Jpuntil then, the drugsore was
whene evervone guthered. Thene was
alunch counter and a botof the town's
young people worked there. The drug
st was on the main street, as 1 e
miember, but-then ir moved 1o the
Oviedo Shapping Center™



Paul Mikler

Paul Mikler was bormin Slavia
i 1916 in & cabin on what is now
Mikber Road. His father was the first
setther of Slavia, and Paul was one of
12 children.

He attended Oviedo High School
which included grades 1- 17, then went
1o the University of Flonda where he
graduated in 1939, He taught Ristory
i cosched busketball and baseball
ut Orviecks High until 1972,

Marricd i 1945 o fiellow sacher
Virginia Balkcom, he is the father of
fionar, He has lived on Hillorest Streetin
Owviedo since 1957, He received a
Master's Degree in 1948, also from the
University of Florida. A Sergeant in
World War 1, he taught illiterates o
readd in an ATy progrum.,

“T'm proudestot helping boys and
girls develop scholarship and charac-
ter and the will 1o succeed. With the
Lord in your heart, you can't lose,
Owviedo has abways been a moral town,
I¢'s an honorable town and I'm proud
to be a part of it. It stands for some-
thing, morally and spinitsally.”

Thaat's hoow Paul Mikler summed
up hisinterview, the first for the Heri-
tage Section of the Oviedo Ve,

Mikler recalled how his mother
and Father helped found St Luke’s
church, and how with their 10 children
{rwin girls had died in Slovankia) they
made up a sizeable part of the congre-
Eition as it met in homes in 1912, He
told of the first preacher, 5.M. Tuhy
who was called in 1935, and of build-
ing the wooden church in 1926 thatsall
stanids behind the new St Luke's.

“My parents were farmers. and
they cume from Europe and hed noidea
of soil and weather conditions in
Florica. In time they keamed thatcelery

SIGN%
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was the best cash crop, but we rased
all our oram vegetables.

“When we'd hitch the wagon und
g0t Orfando for groceries, we'd have
tn beave early in the moming so we'd
he home by nighefall, Papa would wa-
ter the horses in Lake Ivanhoe, and the
grocery store wiss on Orange Avenue,

“My brothers were all good ath-
letes and they taught me well. [ ma-

jored in Physical Educaton and His-
tory at Florida, and after two years of
tesching elsewhere, Mr. Lawton called
me hack o Oviedn. | had offers w go
to many places, and | was a little re-
luctant because it was my home Lown
bt it worked out all rght.

“I had known lots of places
where co-coaches undermined the
authority of the coaches. and [ was all
alone at Ovicdo, We only had a few
hundred smdents, but when wesaw a
promising athlete in the Sth or Gth
grade, we'd work with him and by
high school he was a fine athlete.

“Unr baskethal] wam went 10 the
State Tournament eight times, and we
were state champs in 57. and runners
up in 55 and 65. We were conference
chamips four straight years and un-
bewten in the conference.

“In bascball, we went tw the
regonalks three Hmes i mw, in 64, 65,
and 66, Tt wias fun 1o ieach two sports,
When we wentio the st ioumaments,
ovar supprters omly had to make two of
three phone calls and we had the $350
1 $400 needed w0 go for four days and
sty in the best hotels Of course, Tolkd
the baysthey woukd miss school for theee
daysand they liked that,

“When we played a baskethall
game, the spectatos filled the gy [ was
anevent. Now thene are sy miny sports
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Born Here, Stayed Here

ihateven the parentscan'tzoto them all.

“Some other achievements T'm
proud of: in 1962, Oviedo formed the
Orvicado Athlletic Association, a private
organization of people determined
have foothall at the high school. Jobn
Courier and others promoted the idea,
and now the fiekd is namied for him.

“The fiekd wees builtfor the first game
opposite Dunellin, and the association
built the fickd. We got the fence up that
night. The third year we had ateam, we
went to the Rainbow Bowl where the
best team played the best North Florda
teim. We wiere unofficial stise champs,
catse we beat them 28w 7.

“We had a really strong athletic
program. "m proud of the program [
builtas Athletic Director. [abways be-
lieved in high academic standands and

“ A5 an example, we played the
state semifinals and got beat real bad.
Our team formed a big circle on the
field and someone said. “whid ane they
doing™" 1 said, ‘praying” and the guy

“Another thing I'm proud of: the
Little League Officials came to me in
the: “60% and asked us 10 set wpa Larde
League program. | wiss wom out, just
coming from the gym, but 1 said T'd
do what I could and 1 contacted Dr.
Stoner and Ann Leinhart,

“Suwoner was president, Ann was
secretary-treasurer, and | pot the uni-
fiorms and the sponsorship. That year,
four teams played at the Methodist
Chureh feld. Our concession stand
ws 2 washtub filled with ice and four
cases of soda. That developed intoa
program that todiy is one of the bes!
in the state. ,

“In 1963, we started the Babe
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Ruth League with Casselberry,
Longwood, and Ovicdo and won the
league chamysonship forfour years. Then
we played in the Sanford City League,
and the Babe Ruth Leggoe died but was
resurmecied in recent yeiss,

“For many semmers, | heasdeda
summer recreation grogram, Many
children learned o swim in the mu-
nicipal pool.

] feel great that [ was able o
give s0 many boys and girs i chance
to play spons,

“The changes "ve seen in my life-
timee in Owviedo? We had 1800 people
hiere fir 100 yeass. Itwas amazng when
UCF moved here: that was a turming
point. Ben Ward and others promaoted
and built Mead Manor, the first bag sub-

“That started Orviedo in moton.
When I grew ug, the town was all cit-
rus and celery farms, probably 50
farms, Most people had a litte citrus
grove which they took tomarket i help
suppon the family.

“Seminole County had 9-foot
rouds, and when two cars met one had
to yield half the road, We probably
had no more than 25 =lephones in
town, and everyone knew the opera-
tor and there were party lines.

“TI'll bet no mone than five of my
classmates had fountain pens; we
wrote with quills dipped in ink boules
in the desks. Our school heat was a
pot-bellied stove, and when a boy was
acting bad the teacher would send
them for coal o stoke the stove,

“I wus in the Army from 1943-
1945; We had a program developed
a1 Northwestern University o eeach il
linertes to read. We spent five hours a

Continued on page | 5
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Sparks & John Ridenour

The Ridenours have been mar-
red 1o each other since 1960, both of
them having lost their previous spomses
[0 CANCET,

Sparks was the daughter of T.L.
Lingo. who was city clerk for many
years und a employee of the Nelson
Company.

Joohun s a Maryland native who
moved 0 Oviedo and built many
homes here. Sparks had a son and
John had three daughters and their
Mended family was 8.13,15, and 10
years of age. They ve at 118 Hillcrest.

Sparks; “T ve lived here since my
first husband, Koy Clonts, built the
house. My parents came from Geor-
gikand my dad was Secretary/Trea-
surer for Melson and Company. He
also had real estate and insurance in-
terests. My brother T.L. Lingo Jr. stll
lives on Myrtle Street, close to the
house where we were bom.”
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John: “I'm retired, but | act as
the maintenance man for this park (in-
dicating the extensive grounds and
plantings around the home). | have
help one half day a week, and a lawn
service every other month.

“When [ was in building, I did
commercial building and home build-
ing, and kave severil homes here on
Shed Strect and one very nice one at
Like Harney, In the old days, we
didn’t have all this red tape (permits,
et ) and [ quit buibding when I go dis-
gusted with the red tape.

“Picture this. if you can. In
Owviedo, when 1 got here in the 60's,
there were few businesses on Central
between here and SRS0..and Red
Bug Lake Road had bushes on bath
sides and was a litde country road.™

Sparkcs: “Where Albertson's is
now was Lake Rosa, where we used
tox swim., 1t had a nice sandy bottom

Paul Mikler

From page 14
day in a tin burrucks with 110 degree
heat teaching. More than B per cent
0f the men wene reading atsixth grade
level after the | f-week program,

""Ar Fort Jackson and Fort Bragg
I played on a baseball ieam with two
mujor leaguers: Smokey Burgess and
Max Lanier of the Cardinals, They
wers my leam, and the only one to-
day I can do the lineup on.

“Oither grafifying things: they
named the baseball field at the high
school for me, and 1 was put in the
Seminole County Sports Hall of Fame
in 1967. I'was given a Life Member-

- ship in the Florida High School Ath-
letic: Associationin [96S—hat's their

highest award. [ can go free to any
high school athletic coniest in the state.

“When [ was in the hospital with
canger, | got a five-page better from a
fiowmer stusdent wh had reached a promi-
nent position in this profession. He ook
tirne to write me 1o tell me what [ had
miearit i him.

“another thing; | work with Boys
Staie, and one boy's stater spoke
us, then to the Historical Society. Phil
Goree of LICF heand him, arranged for
wscholarship and the young mian got
has medical degree. He cume to see me
a5 an M.D. in the hospital when [ gat
my hip replacement. 1 was thrilled w
play a smiall partin his medical career,”

WHEH YOU PLANT A SEED, THAT'S FAITH.

Going back doy ofter doy to take care of it,

that's commitmant

When the commitmen! confinuas for four generatians,
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She was Born in Oviedo

and adock. Albertson’s really must
have wanted that land o go e all the
trouble of flling the Like and putting
down rubber sheeting.

“When I wus young, the down-
tovwn had a hitthe store here, with the
bank tucked in, and a filling station
where the Pawn Shop is now. We'd
goto Ropers (wisere Uncle John's is
now) and eat in the car, with a ham-
burger brought out to us by someone
who took the erder on the running
board,

“Iwent to Florda Soathern and
that's where [ met Marguerite Partin,
She was just finishing up as [ got there.
I sull play bodge with herevery weck,
along with Katherme Lawton [ mapored
in business adminstratson and manoned
in English. I taught school for a while,
then worked for Florda Power. After
three years, | marmied Roy.

*“The house on Myrtle Street was
one of those old two-story houses bailt
on brick piling, in the old way of doing
it. It had a bag froat ponch amd a sleep-
ing poch. My mother was the organist
Thrttth&:ﬂ!rdiqt{]uuuhﬂwﬂl}tux
My father was a Sunday school su-
perintendent for 30-40 years.

“When the old school (Oviedo
High. grades 1-12) was tom down.,
Paul Mikler brought me a few bricks
from the school to keep. I'm a chaner

memberof the Ganden Chab, znd have
been president. Mrs. Augusta
Covington, a real grand dame., started
the club. They came here and builta
house where ERS 15 now. Minnie
Means, George Means' wife, was
another charer member,

"For recreation, we used (0 goto
Lake Charm Park, There were big trees.
there and we'd have weener roasts and

sit around the firs and walk afierwands,

“Dad drove down here from
Georgia in a Mode] T Ford. Sparksis
my mother's maiden name, that's how
1 got my name.

“T remember that art=sian wells
ran for years oft Sanford Road and
Artesin and Twere brought up on sul-
phur water. Dadidy had a grove in the
Black Hammiock and & summer house
there, and we d ride out every Sun-
day.

*“He'd let TL. and me ride on
the fenders of the car whan we were
it the Hammiock. but when we got to
town we had to get inside the car. |
learned to drive at 11, and daddy
wiold let me drive in the Hammiock.

“I remember when [ was in High
School, several students went (o the
Colizzum in Orlando to participate in
Marathon Dancing. One girl got really

_sick from it They'd dance until they

dropped for 36-48 hours until the last
couple standing gota prize, We loved
to go to the Coliseum and dance o
the Dorsey Brothers band and other
big bands Luter on..”

John: “I remember when | mar-
ried her, she had to go to Orlando for
her clothes and her shoes and her gro-

CETIES.
Sparks: 1 can recall when the

garden club putup planters all over
pevwen. andd for yvesrs Minnie Means and
Lecok tums pring dewntown and wa-
tering all thoss planters.”

John: “She knew everyone on
426 by the car they were driving. She'd
say. ‘oh, there's so-and-50 coming
home from town. There were so few
cars between Winter Park and
Owieda, In 1960, I'd gothe full length
of Red Bug Rowd to Oviedo and not
meet another car at night.”

Cenitral
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Thelma Chonts was bom Thelma
Lee in 19235, arul Ray was bom in 1922,
They married and bailt the howse on
Hilberest m 1952,

Thelma's father, Charles Simian
Lee was born in Oviedo on Lake
Charm, one of the 10 Lee children so
prosninent i Chviedo hisiory. Thelma had
three beothers and sisters. By was bom
10 Georga, and his father moved o
Onviedo when he was an infant fo man-
age 8 branch of a Georgia hank, then
located in Crviedao,

His father was-one of seven chil-
dren brought up on a Georpla famm;, and
he bormowed money from an Uncle in
Atlanta {who was a doctor) to attend
Y oung-Harms College, then was hired
by the bank.

Thelrea snsd Bay both gradusted
from OHS; Thelma attended Florida
Southem, then Emary U, where she re-
ceived a master’s degree in biochermis-
try and worked for a few years before
marymg Ray,

Ray wasin World War Il and at-
tended Cuntizs-Wight academy in Cal-
fiorriia while in the Army, He finished his
degree at Stetson after the war, after
serving mOkinawa, Their firm was CR.
Clonts and Associvted Growers, which
bought o farm in Zellwood in 1948,

Thelma: “Fex really ran the firm,
CR. Clomts and Associated after his
brother s death in 1952, Rex's father had
been a poor boy, and when be began to
prosper he told all ks relatives in Geor-
gia to-come on upto Oviedo and he'd
give tivem a farm

Rex & Thelma Clonts
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Ohviedo Band af White's Wharf in 1912

Paul Mikler, Charles Aulin and Tommy
Staley at the Ole’ Swimmin' Hole

“Arone time, there were 30 people
who had shares in the business, Al
C.R'shouse, thens was always acrowd
of relatives, eating one of Rex"smother's
scnumptioas meals with hot breads and
pound cake,

“Tt was like a restarant, Asthe
firmm went ary, there were quite @ fewwid-
orwvs who had shares, and it became a
chumsy organizaton. Rex and our sons
Ihought everyones out. evertualby, snd the
firm became Clont’s Farms, Inc. It was
a real relief, Our oldest son was selecied
a5 farmer of the year for 11 sfates inthe
Southeast. The inony i, there isno mone
vegetable farm. [ was sobd this year. and
Zellwood com is having its last crop.™

Rex: *'We lived across from Claine
Evan’s homeand L eom remenber riding
my tncveleup o the Lawton house when
fricnds bousghi it [ hitched my ticycleto
a horse hitch, =0 it wouldn't ron away,”

Thelma: “"When we wene voung
marrieds, we didn't do much partying,
There were lots of baby showers and
hirthday parties, bt we weren't a pas-
tying town. I was in one of the lergest
classes at OHS, There were 16 of us.
Six of us were girls, and we were all
friemds. Penny O was oneof & proug
of fiends. My family Ived on Lake
harm and my mother didn't drive so
azachiid] '\.‘."‘._"\.:c]:iti"."\d}' 1solated and
wzsn L one of the town girks.

"1 spent & lat of time swimrming m
Lakoe Chiarmn, hiking, and seing. [ prew
g in the Methodist church, and there
were Sunday School picmics,

“Of course, the Works Progress
Adrmipistration bt the pood in 1934 oyl

L

Celery Farmers Extraordinaire

it became & gathering place in the sum-
mer. I'd ride my horse through Mead
Manaor, when it was just woods, and go
i the poal, There was dancing there in
alittlepenalion, but iy penestedidn’t want
me o dance. | was rarely here in the
surmmer, anyway. My father took uws to
Waynesville, North Caroling almost ev-
ery year."

Rex :“When D went to OHS, there
were 164 students, and in the last four
gracles there wersonly 26 boys,”

Thelms: “Chien Ray weuld come
to Sunday dinner with my brothers, and
' vizsit his coussine, reared &g sisiers. We
didn’tdate until T returned so Chiedo to
teach a year afler Emory, and his ser-
vice days were over.

I alwarys say T marmied my milk-
mian’ because Rex's parents had a cow
ond he remembers delivering malk to-our
house a5 a boy with hisuncle

“He remembered me as a "dirty
Iittle vamrd voumngen” running aoued. An-
other thing sbout those days: Thaved
very clearmemory of singing asolo at
May Dy when | was in third or fourth
grade. I can still remember the words,
“Tor Wit, To Wee™ ghout a bird....

“Reex's father was with the hank
uniil 1926, when he made enousrhona
celery croptoquit the bank and po o
farmming full tirne, Since v was brougzht
up on 4 farm, e knew fapning. My
prandfather was caretaker for the
narthemers” groves, s you know, and
he moquired prowes of his own after e
1598 frecoe

A porove i Linwton House prop-
erty wins selling for §10 000, bat after

the fireeze my grandfather bought it for
5500 and coaved it hack to production.
The northerner’s tragedy was my
grandfather's opportunity. He bought
quitz & few groves and property around
Lake Chanm

“He had come 1o Oviedo with
three children and 5100 from a Florida
tirnber town where he and a partner had
a bankruptcy. After he acquired many
provves and property, he nepedd his credi-
tors up in his former town,
Appalachacola, even though hedidn’t
haveto,

“W'hen curchildren were prowing
up, it was an ideal time. Especially for
the first three. [fwe didn't know where
thiey were, someone did and would t=1l
us. They could roam then,

“There were a few fhends atfecied
by chrugs, but not rany. They weze a joy
1o rear, The younger two, almost four
wenrs vounger, encoumntered the dnig cul-
ture. Their crowd had a whole different
attituacke, it wass like twordifferent families,

“Rex and | and the children usad
ti take the Methodist Youth Fellow-
ship to Lake Pickett every Sunday af-
terman that it was warm encugh, and
we taighi the kids to water ski. Then
we'd have a MYT service.”

R Y o taugh thern 1o sk and
youdidntknow how, yourself."

Thelma: “That's right. When | was
33, Rex bousrivt o new baat, and he was
feeling a little guilty about the purchase
aned said, *['ll give you anythmg you

Comtined onpaee 17



Jean & Harold Jordan

Jean Jordan was born i Racine
Wisconsin in 1932 and cime 10 Chviedo
in January of “72 10 mury native son
Harold Jordan.

They wene married at the Meth-
odist Church. They met when Jean ran
inta Harold on an Orlando sidewalk,
anvd went ipcotfes with him afferovands,
Jezan has held memenus offices in town,
and worked at Broadway Lily's for
10 wrd o baldf years,

She retired o fight a batile with
cancer. Harold was born in 19249 in
Orviedo to Louis Edward Jordan Sr.,
a collector for Florda Power. He
eraduated from Florida Southern and
University of Flonda in 1952, then was
commissioned an ofticerin the Navy
and commanded the LSS Malvern. a
sonar-instruction ship based in F.c)'
West Florida.

He then atended Emaory Univer-
sity and worked as a nuclear chemist

Clonts

From page 16

warit,” | said [ wouldn't say another word
if ke would help me leam to ski. Sal
learned to ski ot 34,

*Mfany young marmied peopli had
boats then. In the fate 50°s and into the
60" s someone would call and say *let's
go' and we'd meet at the St John's.
Sometimes thers woubd be as many as
20 ar 30 boats. We'd pack & lunch and
have a group picnic along the river. A
fiew Himes we went up to Silver Springs,
ot wsually we were on the St John's,”

Rex; “When the moon started
coming up, we knew it was time to go
home.”

Thednma: *“Wedid that for six toten
years. The Lingrs, the Staleys, the Parting,
and some others were regulars, and then
athers would come and go. The kaids
lowved it, and we had a greartime. It sbeen
an el time to live in Oviedo, and L now
cnjoy nev peaple coming inand having
activities besidesthose in the church,

“] even hivve people o play tennis
with. 1 play twice a week. Rex hashad
Parkinson's disense for 23 years, and [
think he's doing very well, considering.

R “Tell herabout the grocenies.
When we were children, our mothers
would all and order our groceries, and
thien they"d be delivered. Wi had a re-
frigerator on the hack porch, and the de-
Bvesry e would put our proceries away.
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for years, first forothers and then with
his owin business in Sanford.

Harold set the record straight on
Tis financial history by elling how he
formed the Amercan Rodioactive
Chemical Company at Santord Air-
partin 1964, He was licensed by the
state of Florida, and at that time he
pested a bond with the city of Sanford
tvclean up any radioactive spill,

Then the airpor was anindepen-
desitagency by sct of the legislime, and
when it came time to renew his ficense
10 nperate with the state the arport au-
thority said they were unaware of his
wrk-or any bond and mmediaely pad-
Tocked his laboratory: He had $100,000
i ocders that he couddn Rl

“1 made aspirin and other mate-
rials radioactive to trace their effects
in experimental animals. There was a
demand by pharmaceutical companics
1o ke materials radicactive, so the
residie could be trced in the liver or
the kidneys of the testing animals.

“We made ofther materals radic-
wetive to trace the food chain, Any-
how, [ooukdn't get in to prevent Leak-
age, and the facility, which was locked
for a moenth, became contaminated
with radinactivity. We checked itdaily
with & Geiger counter whién it was in
pperation, but we were locked out for
a month. 1 lost the business and lost
my home on Graham Street, where T
had been bom.

“Several years ago Jean and [
bought the house here on High Sweet,
and things are fine now.

Jean: “Tkeep myself very busy.
I'm historian of the Methodist Church
and historian of the Woman's Club and
membership chairman of the Garden
Club, where I'm a past president. Also
atthe Woman's Club I'm past presi-
dent and chairman of the board of
trustees. Foryears [ was registrar for
all the Girl Scout roops in tow, and
there were 27 of them.

“Dhid you know that when the
Woman's Club gol the sidewalks, they
went from the comerof Broadway and
Lake Jesup up to Wheeler's comer
{Hillcrest) to Central. They were made
of clay and boards for the children to
‘et oy schoal.

*The club members prepaned ioed
crearn and cold drinks for the mainmen

Always Active in Community

when the train was a1 the depot, and
that’s how they rused money for their
clubhouse. The chob started in 1906,
and @t that ime, shorly after the freeze
of 1898, many people had just pulled
e the shades intheir homesand ke
toawn, There wasalotof people help-
ing people ut that ime, especially help-
ing the hiack families.”

Harold; " Celery farming was the
miin crop after the 40°s freeze. The
farmers made money at celery selling
for 1,50 acrute. During World War
1L, they got $14 or §15 worae. They
dhicl well ar that price.”

Jean: “Dr. and Mrs. Mead gave
Sweetwater Park to the Woman's
Club, and they couldn’t maintain it so
they deeded it 1o the city. In the min-
utes of the club is te information thiat
thie laclies fumished Celery to the st
canvention as theirclub’sdonation dur-
ing the depression, They had nomoney.

*"When Great Dy in the Country
started, we had one whle of white el-
ephants_ Iicerainly has come a long
way sinoe then, When we started, we
sold vegetables from the Clonts and
other furms, and had a scale and
weighed the vegetables.”

Harokd: “1 remember once during
the T0V's, Jean and 1 lived on Graham
Street and i man run though our yard
with the police chief in hot pursuit. He
had escaped from the jail, where the
Town House is now.

“Tit just e conse mooem, a8 [ recall.
Wext door lived the preacher’s son,
Marbow Link. His father was Hurold.
W went to milk the cow, [dropped
the pail full of milk, and we stopped at
Femell's grocery and bought milk and
poured it in the peil. fdidn’ttool the
preacher, and Markow got & spanking,

“Alan, duiring Workd War [L there
wiis an observation ower in front of
the Buptist Church and everyons in
town ook turns watching for enemy
airplanes. We reported any planes we
saw to & telephone number,

*That was Oviedo's radar sys-
tem. The mayor, Joc Lienhar. had a
siren on his cor and he'd blow itwhen
it was a bluckout. (Blackouts were
when cveryone was required t wm

it their lights in ciase of enemy at-
tack.}

*Another time; we hisd a billy
goat and one day Mrs. Chance, the
coastline agent’s wite, found the goat
in the Baptist church having lunch on
the Sunday flowers and decorations.

Mrs, Chance was also relieving her
hushand at the station one day and
saw her daughter, Billie, being chased
by theat groan through fow.

“ Al through the 40's, the biggest
thing was the 4th of July Barbecus.
Everyone came. A pit wis dug und filled
with coals, then a grute put over it and
a loca] blsck man who had g secret
barbecue suuce (the recips diad with
i, 1 believe) fixed chicken for the
whale town. Al that time, everyone in
tiveens hiad chickens in the buck yard.

“Diad collected bills for Florida
power, and we had a cowbell on the
back porch and the people would
come ring it all hours of the day and
night and dad would go out and col-
lect the fight bill.

“In the 30's, during the depres-
sion. every Saturday night there was
a government-sponsored free movie
projected on the side of Faircloth's
grocery. There was a vacant lot
where the cleaners are now. 1 re-
member one movie with Joe E.
Brown and his huge mouth.

“Dad was also on the Seminols
County School Board for 27 years, and
every summer James Gilbert, whose
mather was Superintendent Lawion's
secretury, and 1 cleaned the schools.
We'd scrape the gum from under the
Uk and stee] wonl the floceand pamt.
We were the favored boys becase of
o futhers and mothers,

*emate e lived next door o Judge
Aulin, whom they called ‘floorboard
fifi," Hee had i habit of stomping oo the
accelerator of his car to start it then
releasing the clutch slowly with the
pedal floorboarded. Irroared. He never
shifted pears—he staned in drive.

“1 remember ané Halloween,
Leon Oliffe and Les Abel ok a bike
and raised itup the school flagpole.”

Jean: *And then there was the
tirme when Margueriee Partin and [ were
two of the members of the Memaorial
Building Committce, and we met for
five and a half years on Wednesday
night before it was finished, There was
one delay ufter another.

“We cleaned it sll up. then there
was ashestos and we kept asking the
Council for money, They'd make a
joke of it when we showed up on
Mondy night. Finally, we got the plans
ourselves; we had 3 volunteer archi-
tect. Rom Luman, and we plunned the
kitchen and redid the bath. It’s fin-
ished, now:, but it tok § long time.™



The Malcolm Family

Thve Malcolm clan consented to
the largest interview in the Henitage
igsue. Shirley Maloolm Sheppard, her
doughter, Linda, her granddaughter,
her brother Donnie, and her cousin
Betty Malcolm Jackson gathered
around the matriarch, 91-year-old
Gladys in her Vine Strest home situ-
ated on three Jods and buill in the 20°%.

As Bhirley, who works at UCF
m the biochemsiry depanment, wrde:
“When you talk about Orviedo roots,
you can't beave out an old famity who
has a lot of heritape hene, the Malcolm

The Malcolmis came here in the
20's when Cleo Malcolm married L.
H. Gore and moved to Oviedo where
L. H. grew celery. Other members of
the fumily followed. The patriarchofthe
famnily, John CGanaway Malcolm, died
in Owiedain 1930 a1 Cleo's home.

“The two boys, James Lambert
‘Doc” and- John Irving *lrving’
Malcolm lived on what was known for
years as Malcolm Hill—today itis Vine
Street. Two sisters, Cleo and Vera,
also lived in Owviedo, Vera moved
away after a few vears, but Cleo
{Crome and later Leinhart ) rémained in
Crviedo until her death, d

“Doc and Hazel had nine kids:
Jummy, Fack, Bobiy, Charlie, Dorothy,
Betty, Kenneth, Keith and Joe. Betty
i the only one who still lives in Oviedo,
Irving and Gladys had two children,
Donnie and Shirfey {Sheppard), both
of whom live in Oviedo.

“Dhc, Irving and the Gores were
always sctive in Ohviedo civic life, Do
served on the Seminole County School
Board for several years and he and
Irving both were devout Masons, [rv-
ing was Master in 1947,

“A variety of alent rums inthe
robust Scottish Malcolm clan: music,
acting, and sports. Dorothy had a
beautiful soprano voice and sang t
miany local functions in the *50's; Ken-
neth and Dorothy both won best ac-
tor and best actress awards at stunt
night plays in the *50's; Shirley wrote
several hit songs in the mid 1950s
which were never credited 1o her; Gene
Gore was a star baseball player and
was captmn of his team at the Univer-
sity of Florida; and Keith was on the
starting linewp on the baskethall team
in the *50s when Oviedo won the state
toumament, !
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" A streetin Alafaya Woods de-
velopment is named after the Makeolms
as15 the case with a lot of old Oviedo

“Daddy was a foreman a1 the
Lake Charm fruit company, a com-
pound where Interstate Batteries is
now. There was an ice howse, and ice
wias manufactured therein 1 foot by 2
food by 5 foot blocks; conveyor belts
carried it o the milroad cars that
backed up on the siding there. We'd
o to see him, and there would be deer,
bears, and coons hanging in the same
room with the ice making equipment.
People would bring them in 1o be
slaughtered. There wasn’t OSHA
then,” Donnic recalled.

“I was in high school when it
burned down. The old Lake Charm
fruit company. They couldn’t put out
the fire; there were milrosd cars in the
way,"” Shirley said. “Besides, the fire
company was a beat-up old truck.”
Donnie added. “Joe Beasley ran itaf-
ter daddy left to go to be foreman at
Melson and Company,” he said. * Then
daddy went into farming. First with
C.5. Lee, unche Doc, and James Lam-
bert; then, by himself™

Donnie recalled that one vear of
celery production, Imving had a bumper
crop and loaded 1t on a boxcar that
wats diverted at 2 stop for six weeks,
‘When it was lncated, everything was
rotted, “He had morigaged the M
and the house and the land to raise
and ship the celery. Farming wasabig
gamble,” Donnie sasd, “Daddy owned
40 acres, then, on Chaprnan Road. He
farmed it with a mule. That and the
house and the crop were gone.”

There was a story about Irving
that Betty recalled. “Ii seems when
they lived m Georgia, there was ahig
fire, Everyone thought the baby (Irv-
ing) had died in the fire, bt somebody
unolled a mattress that had been saved
and the baby was inside,

“Diad was bright: so was tincle
Malcolm. Dad skipped second grade
and was put into 3rd from |st, but he
had eo quit school later to waork on the
farm. | remember him reading the
newspaper with Uncle Doc and they
wiould sound out the words, then put
them together. Sort of a precursor of
phonscs," Denme recalled.

Donmie and Shirley remembered
an old man who lived by himselfina
small house by the fertilizer plant. 1t

In Oviedo Since the 20's

was Steen Nelson, the original owner
of the plant,” Donnie said, *“He gave
gingersnap cookies to the sparrows
downiown, He and an older black
iman shared the hotel; Steen lived on
one side and the black man lived on
the other; that was the clasest Oviedo
ot to integration,” Donnie Lughed.

“The Wheelers ook care of him;
that was in the original agreement when
they acquired the fertilizer plant,”
Shirley said,

“There was a bench downtown
with a spittoos and Jim Wilson and Joe
Leinhart and Nelson would sit there
and chew and spit. They hired a black
man to chean it out,” Donmie said,

All three Malcolms recalled
Cheorge Kelsey, the constable and chief
of police,"He was the only policeman
for years, and he really had everything
under control. He'd fend money to the
black people when they were broke,
and they were afraid of him and al-
ways did a5 he sasd. He did hetter than
a 3man force,” they agreed,

“Another force for order was
Doc Martin. Cnee, 8 drunken man
wits threntening the town with a pistol
and he told a friend 1o et him. The
friend brought him back, all nght. He
killed ham, “Yiou bold me o go get him,”
was how the man preeted Doctor
Marn,” Donme said.

Betty, Shirley, and Donnie all
were delivered by Dr. Martin and his
black midwife, Rosa Gray.

Shirley said, “There was a large
huckleberry patch behind our house,
Ttwas full of palmettos, and that meant
rattlesnakes, so daddy would puton
his boots and go picking, He had five
customers—Mrs. Evans, Mirs. Carter,
Mrs, Wheeler, Mrs. Clonts, and Mrs,
Lingo—and they”d buy all he picked
and can them. Mamsa would can plenty,
too,” “And we'd swipe what we
conld™ Betty said.

“How did daddy get to be such
good frends with Thee Lee, Mrs. B,
E. Wheeler's brother™ Shitley msked,
and Donnie had an answer: “There
were 20 fiew people here, they all know
eich other real well. They got to be

good friends.”

The cousins remembered that
evervone on Mapnolha and Vine
Sireets had a chicken coop, and one
year the Malcolms got turkey. “They
caime by mail, and you'd go to the post
office and the chicks would be cheep-

ing,” Betty said,

The cousins named the turkeys
and couldn’t eat them when Thanks
giving came, The rkeys protected the
house like watchdogs and ran after
neighbor children duning ball pames.
“We cried when they were killed,™
Shirley remembered.

The cousms had a solution for the
bank explosion, as well. They said the
bank s owner was consorfing with a
womean from Chuluota and her hus-
band blew up the bank_ They also said
nobody ever found the money, but one
bank official left towmn after the explo-
sion, leaving a wife here, and never
came back, "She was well fixed,” said
Beity,

They remembered Paul Ane who
fimed up the old precooler at the cor-
ner of 434 and Deleon; he bought air-
plane parts after WWII and had a fis-
selage and a tail protrsding from op-
posite ends of the building, as well as
a maching gun mounted by the door
The place was known as Aire's cor-
ner and people said, “You ane in and
stagper out.” It was the only bar m
tow, until Tormmy Estes opened the
Owviedo Inn,

“Pand was still dinillmys wells when
he was BD vears old," Donnie said.
“He"d always have an unlit cigar in his
minsth, chewmg onit. He drilled all our
wells on this street, and most of the
other wells in town,” Donnie added

Al were admiring of Ted Estes,
who built the celery precooler where
the nusery is now on Central by the
trail. “Hewas a hard working, won-
derful man,” they agreed, The Estes
are related h:,.- marriage to the
Malcolms:

Donmie recalled working on a
milk truck from 5:30 am. to 8:45 am.
on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday
mormings, then working for Ray Alford
at his grocery store after school. T
wis making 3164 week in 1948, he
said, He retired a few years ago from
38 years at Publix in the meat depart-
ments. *T went towork for stone num-
ber 31,7 he added

“I have a year to po ot UCF be-
fore retirement,” Shirfey said.

She said that it ought to be re-
corded somewhere that Uncle Doc
¢leared the land and built the huts for
the Black Hammock Fish Camp.

Truly, the Malcolms wene & pan

of early Oviedo history.
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We Clean, Sell & Install...We Do It Allt

“Grout Cleaning Specialists"

Your Experts In Carpet
Tile & Vimyl Floor Supplies
Alafaya Square Shopping Center

89 Alafaya Woods Blvd.

366-2771 or 366-0455

Once upon a time...

25 vears apo, in the town of Oviedo, a place
was built just for kids. There they, could
run, play and leam all kinds of Eﬁi}"

Ben Ward, Jackie Kasell &
Penny (Mitchem) Olxf

Mayday 1942 at Orviedo High things.. and have fun while
they were doing it! That
place isn't out of o farry tale
It’s still right in your own
backyard. Your kids

will love it and you will too! HRS8485-2

Oviedo Child Care Center

367 W, Broadweay, Oviedo 365- 5621

The Old Gym at Oviedo, 1942

“Oviedo’s Plumber”

PLUMBING

366-0505

36 E- Broadway * Oviedo, FL 32765

Repipes = Leaks « Water Heaters * Faucet Drips
Tuoilets » Water Systems & More

LICENSED #RF 653813 - BONDED

~ 1974-1999

Oviedo City Cleaners
AT A A BT O T
“serving Oviede Over 50 Years™ "2 TI i |
b i _'h.l TR L i I = “E Hn“se :.
Alafaya Square - Rastantlnt I
Oviedo “Eervimg Ovivds for Over £0 Years”

366-1625

YEARS OF EXCELLENCE

30 W, Broadway
Oiviedo

365-3113

Oviedo (Mwned and Operated

Gyros = Spinach Pie = Baklava
4 Enst Brosdway, Oviedo = 365-2151

DousLE R PRIVATE SCHOOL
Age 2-Grade § = Before/After School Care

365-6856

S
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Ed Duda He Headed the Family Firm
Edward Duda retired this year  to be a court reporter for court “Paul Miklerwisontheteam He  the state tournament.”
25 President and CEQ of A, nf,da martials; then | b£m= editorofthe  wasthecoachofthe (viedo High School Sadye: “We were supposed to
and sons, a post he had held for 20 Second Army Bulletin, then I was mtﬂllmdhmketbaﬂmmixm stay in B:I]:l.?lal:ﬁcfor! years, and
years. Born on Mikler Road and  puton Funeral detail. time(seehis interview), He ismyuncle.  ended up staying 21. It was a work-
educated at OHS, he is a graduate ] was one of seven guys who  MymotherwasaMikler, andPaulwas  ing town. When we came back to
of the University of Florida, where  shot a gun at the cemetery for an oneofher brothers. : Owiedo, | worked at UCF one day
he was recently named a Distin-  Army funeral. Sometimes we'd have “In the Duda family, Dcdi:n a week as a nurse.”
guished Alummus, two or three funerals a week, some-  (grandfather in Slavic) came to this Ed: "1 leamned to farm growing
He is the recipient of many  timeswe’d go for weeks withnone.  couniry in IEW.BDH:@MH&F} up. In the summertime, my brothers
honoers in his professional career. “Our duties then were toclean  came three years later with the family.  and cousins and 1 would work in the
A Duda and Sons became a real  and shine our equipment, whichwas ~ She died in 1930. My mother was  family®s celery seed beds, We made
estate conglomerate and hired ade- & gun and uniform and boots, 5o 1 Kuhnﬁthﬂklm‘!ﬁhﬂ" $27.50 a week. The sr.ndbedswm
veloper for its Mall, where the old  played alot of golf, Sadye: “In h:ghschml.mm necessary because celery is a six-
celery beds used to be, Sy first funeral wasawful. The o wonderful dances atthe Coliseum.  month crop, and the first three
His wife of 43 years, the former  guns shattered the silence and then  Guy Lombarde, bands like that. My months are spent in beds 4 fect wide
Sayde Fleming, isa nursing gradu-  the bugle played taps and itwasthe  first date with Ed was to the Junior-  and 300 feet long, shaded with mus-
ate of Orlando Regional Hospitaland ~ saddest thing. I didn’t think I could  Senior prom, the second was the same [in, until they are hardy encugh to
mother and grandmaother to his four stand doing it, but | got accustomed  promoa year later. transplant,
children and 10 grandchildren. to it after a few more.” “Then, he went on to UF and I “Finally, the plants go in the ground
Her sister, one of four, is Junie Sayde: 1 had worked as & asked him the year | was & senior. 24 inches apart, with 7 inches between
Duda who is married to Ferdinand, — nurse in Dr. Stoner’s clinic on Cen- We werein the same homeroomin - (herows. Themall isight whene the cel-
the current CEO of Duda, Ed and  tral Street in Oviedo, then Ed  7th and 8th grade. We had one  ery seed beds were. Now, the reason
Sadye's first date was to the Junior- whisked me away. When we were  teacher, Lois Ridell. | had justcome  we quil growing celery in Oviedo had
Senior Prom at OHS, after her fam=  in Washington, I worked as a nurse from Southern Alabama m:d hn_:l:m nothing todowith development here, We
ity moved to Oviedo from Alabama in Walter Reed Hospital. 1 had awful southnndlmwl, Flus{r:dnusn‘t jm@mm“gwmﬁm
when she was in seventh grade.  thoughtofbecomingan Army nurse,  south, Betty Aulin (the artist, Betty  efficiently. This year, we an: one of two
Sadye was May Queen and a bas-  butlwas real glad I hadn't, Reagan)was my first friend. Westill  celery prowers inthe state. People woudd

ketball star at Oviedo, and Ed played
baseball.

Ed: “In the 30’s and 40°s, when
all 12 grades were in the school, there
weren't more than 40 of 50 kids in
the whole place.”

Sadye: “That's right. We knew
everyone. Of course, we've only
been back in Oviedo since 1978,
Coming back wasn’t the same. You
know, vou can never go home again.

“We have one son who gradu-
ated from OHS. The kids love to go
to the MacDonalds' out on
Lockwood because Ed and [ are on
the wall in pictures capied by Tommy
Estes when he opened the Oviedo
Inn. I don’t know how MacDaonalds
got them.”

Ed: “1 spent two years and ong
day inthe service, and stayed in school
almost the whole time. After basic
training in Columbia South Carolina,
1 took a test and qualified for officer’s
candidate school but 1 would have
had to commit 3 years, and [ said no
thanks to that, I'll stay a beck private
in the rear ranks. [ went 1o clerk-
typist school for eight weeks, then to
stenographer school in Indisnapolis.

“There were 40 in the class,
and 38 guys tryving to learn short-
hand. All but two went overseas, but
I went to F1. Meade in Washington

“The Army nurses did all the
work. The Navy corpsmen were
really good, too, When | had trained
at ORMC, there were wards and
wards of polio victims, some in iron
Iungs. Bubibar polio was the warst,
and you never knew who would live
and who would die.

“Ome summer [ went to visit
my grandmother in Missouri, and
had to stay out of school a week in
the fall to be sure | wasn't conta-
gious with polio.

“1 remember coming in to
Cwiedo, T was Christrmastirne, and afl
the orange trees jooked like Christmas
trees to me with orange decorateons, It
was beaiitiful. | pever saw 5o many or-
ange trees. Another thing, 1 loved the
smell of eelery around Lake Charm
when it was cut. Cul celery had a won-
derful smell™

Ed: “We had a town baseball
team; it started before mv time. There
were some high school players and
played on Sunday afternoons against
other towns like Ocoee, St Cloud, and

“Most prople would come out
and root for the home team. They'd
come and sit on their cars.. there
weren 't many stands to sit in, That was
before TV and the Internet.

see each other.”

Ed: “I went 10 Gainesville in
1950 and graduated in 1957; one
semester | majored in Cultural En-
richment and was asked to leave.

*After the Army [ went back. By
then, Sayde and | were married, and
we bought a trailer and lived in it for
two years, then moved it to Belle Glade
when [ went to-wiork on the farm there.
There's a story aboud that.

“My uncle and father wanted
me to stay in Oviedo and leamn the
farming business there, but I insisted
on learning the business from the
ground up and went to one of the
family"s farms in BelleGlade, where
I was foreman in the fields. After
work, [ practiced plowing a straight
line and could show workmen how
to do it. After a year and a half, we
built a house in Belle Glade.

"My uncle said later he didn"t
want rme to go to BelleGlade but it
turned out 1o be a good idea. [ was
appointed president of the company
in 1977. | commuted for a year and
the family moved up in 1978,

S0 Tommy finished high school
in Belle Glade as a senior, and
Sammy had two more vears of high
school here in Oviedo. Sammy
graduated in 1980 and he playved on
the football team that went unde-
feated until the final championship at

doitifit were more profitable.

“My uncles and dad designed
end paienird the mule train, which was
a portable celery packing house. It had
comveyor belts and 50 people worked
onit, crating celery in the field. They
did the same for com. To build one of
these machines now would cost be-
tween 300,000 and 400,000,
Heck, A. Duda bhas some tractors now
that cost 51 00,000,

“Tom Morgan has a speech he
gives to groups about the American
farmer. He became the besi spokes-
man for agriculture there every was
when he hooked up with us (Tom, a
former Owiedo mayor, was for years
public relations head at A, Duda, He
was hired away from UCF where he
was head of the Journalism depart-
ment).

“He pointed out that the farmer
is the linchpin of cur sconomy, and
that Americans spend 10 percent or
less of their disposable income on
foed, as compared with 22 percent
for Canada and 40 1o 60 percent for
Russia and China.

“In some countries almost all
disposable income goes o food,
Food in this country is like air and
water, we take it for granted. Agri-
culture is our unknown hero; we

Continued on page 21



Penny & Leon Olliff

Penny (Mitchem) and Leon
ONEFF e been martied 53 years, and
first dated one anather in Yth grade.
Leon's father was depotagent for the
Seaboard Railroad and they came 10
Orwviedoin *39, Tiving on Central in one
of three bwo-siory hosses where Priest
Aroounting is now.

His Father wus Edgar burvin and
his mother was Grace O, Penny's
family moved 1o Oviedo in 1926 10
farm. These were five Mitchem daugh-
ters and Penny said everyone farmed
then. “That's what there was todo.
People called my dad Mirch and he
wits in citrus and farming afl his life.”
She was o “babe in armg” in 1926,
Her mother's name wis Claudia.

The Oliff*s have two children,
Linda Clibum of Oviedo and Larry
Olliffof Venice, Florida., four grand-
Leon saw Navy service in World War
[1, where hie was a signalman aboard
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Perny went 1o Orlando Junior
College, 4 vocational school in down-
town Ordando, after OHS, and mar-
ried Leon after working a few years
when he was home on beave, After the
war, he went 1o barber college and
became the only barber in Oviedo. He
wits the mayor “and the mayor's of-
fice was in the barber shop.” he said.

“They still live in the home they
built in 1952 on North Central, and
Leon said “there weren't but aboat 31
cars i day that went by when we built
it Mow sometimes we have o wait
fior 50 cars before we can get out of
our driveway.”

Penny went to waork for Citizen’s
Bank the day it upened in 1946 as a
teller and retired two years ago-asa
Senior Vice President. Leon retired a5
the town barber in “®0. He opened
the shaop in 1949 in the Niblack build-
ing acrnss from the Baptist Church.

Leon: “The Future Farmers of
America had gardens behind the
school in the ‘4, and the sudents

Ed Duda

From page 20

have the safest food supply in the
history of mankind.

“The Mall? It's becoming a
good addition to the neighbothood.
We interviewed all major Mall de-
velopers and visited some of them
pecause we wanted the best. Rouse
malls were more integrated into their
communities. [{s working out pretty
well, 1 think, Of course, there was
somie vocal opposition from a neigh-
haring community.

“Oviedo is & nige place to live
and Twant noy children and grandchil-
dren to live here, ITwe don't have de-
velopmvent here, there will be no good
Jjobs and the children will have o go
1 Mew York to pet a decent job.”

Sadye: “We have two children
living in Owiedo. Our grandson
Jimmiy is going to be a freshman at
OHS and our granddaughter Jes-
sicaa th grader at Jackson Heights,

*“Oaer 10th grandehild, a boy, is
due this summer. We've done pretty
are reproducing quite nicely. [ have
friends who have grand-dogs and
grand-cats, and [ feel fortunate. |

Jove'the convenience of having res-
taurants and shopping so close, |
don't love the traffic.”

Ed: “From a financial view-
point, development is good for Semi-
nole County, In the old days, Or-
ange County got all the commercial
development and their tax base is 60
percent commereial and 40 per cent
residential.

“In Seminole County, the per-
centages are reversed. Here, the
homeowmers have 1o pay for all the
services: roads, utilities, schools.
Development takes the burden away
fram the individual homeowners.

“Our children are better fed,
better clothed, and cooler than we
were when we were growing up, bui
its tougher now psychologically.
There are 50 many more distractions
and temptations now...]'ve owned
my personal computer for [wo years,
and [ love to work on it,”

Sadye: “After he bought his
sailboa (the charter boat Ticket with
a full time crew based out of Port
Canaveral) 1 thought, this habit
won't be 5o expensive, but now I'm
ot 50 sure...."

The Lady Banker & The Mayor/Barber

rasiec] vegetables and fruiton s it plog
of Tundl. The FEA class of 42 is pic-
tured on the wall at MacDonalds on
Mirchell Hammock Rosd.

“Thege were five in my class, and
1 was drafied, then another fellow
drafted, then one girl quit so there were
pwen in our graduating cliss. | finished in
the service and got my diploma from
the Undwversity of Iincis. My mother
used o operate the canning kitchen. It
was sponsored by the county and she
wiis inva little building behind the back
of the Memdrial Building.

“She was the supervisor and
taught folks how to can when they
brought in their fruits und vegetables.
Pickles and celery relish were the mast

Penny: “When we were kids,
things were so different than what we
ses and donow, No TV; neighbors vis-
ited—sat on their front porches wnd
swrapped stories whiile the kids climbed
trees. played tag. and hide and seek,
Our parentsenjoyed playing curds with
friends. The men ked w fish, so ofien
e wioueldl join friends wath tesh fries on
the 5t. John's river bank.”

Leon: “When | opened my bar-
ber shop in 1949, every business in
Owiedo used tochoss for every funcral.
Al that ime downtown Broadway
wias & busy streel,

*There were five grocery stomes:
Farpell's Grocery, Lawiton's Grocery,
Farrcloth Grocery, McKinnon Meat
Market, Spencer’s Grocery &
Dirvgoods; then there was the D.D.
Drunile Store, Al Rutberg's Dry Goods,
Chviedo Post Office, Citizens Bank,
Miblack Office Building. Florida
Power Office and a service station.
amiodig others.

“ard the od men in the town—
Toe Lienhart, Judge Aulin, Jim Stley,
Jim Wilson and Jim Lee— they"d all
git on benches downtown in front of
the barber shop and swap stories. Then
at night they'd po 1o the Pure Ohl Sta-

Penny: *“Has anyune weld you that
o the dot of midnight on New Years.
when he was a kid, Ben Wheeler
{Frank’s son and Mimi Bruce’s
brother) wiould go downtown and tum
o the fire sien ™

Leon: *1 remember when we
moved here from Ocala, [ was 14, and
T camne later and touk the tran and then
came from Sanford on the one pas-

senger car on the railrosd. [ was all
alone in thut car,

“The train went to the pee-coaler
in the bluck hammock and stayed
there two hours whils the produce
Joaded, then went ta the depot in
Orviedbo. It wis 50 hat in that car, and
wie sweltered while we waited,

“If there was a fire in the com-
mumity, everyone came and helped put
itout In fact, it was hard o get the
makeashift fire truck down the roads
becawse everyone was coming to look
at the fire. That was the main excite-
ment in Orviedo. We built a Model A
Ford with a 200 gallon tank. then the
American Legion bought anew sk

“Roy Clonts had i bot to do with
buibding that truck. It was open to the
wind and 1 remember driving it 10
Chuluotaone night in abous 3 degree
weather and T about froze,

“The Legion also took over and
built a concrete dance fhoor where the
wooden one had been at Sweetwater
Park. [1"s noe where the tennis and
basketball courts we, | believe,

“Penny showed me s downuomwn
witercobor of Chiedo in 1952, which
she was given when she left the bank.
It shovwed & catie downtown wnd 4 fill-
ing station where the frame shop is
now, as well us a pao-story building
where the Town Hoose is,

“Leon said that the building was
for atime TL Lingo's Insurance Build-
i and that the A Duds and Son's of-
fice was there. The company stared
there and the City Hall was there with
a part-time clerk employes. The Ma-
somic Lodpe was upstains,

“For a time, there was i cafie in
thies twir-story building, and in front wis
a roundabout whene o resident stepped
it the center and blew his brains out™

Penny: “Tused o lisien w AN,
Jones, my brother-in-law who lived
next door, tell wles about the own.
You know, when you work you lose
touch and A, knew everything, [
used to love 1o listen. He was my
source, He'd drop by every night.™

Penny: “When we were in
school, it seemed that Mikler road
was really in the country, and the
school bus picked those children up
und then went i Wagner and Chubuot
andd Gardeniz, little setthements there
along 434,

“You know, [ wouldn't trade
living in Owiedo for anyplice.



Louise & Bill Martin

Losuise and Bill Martin werne in-
erviewed together at their request.
Louise was bormn Louise Wheeler in
1921, Bill was the som of the Oviedo
doctor and was born in Melboume in
1918,

He antended Stetson University for
one year, then went to the University of
Pennsylvania, After four years in the
Navy. he and Louise went to Boston
where Bill got his MBA from Harvard
amd] Lowdse waorked for the Linitanan-

Iniversalist Service Comimites. in am
IVETHES APENCY

When Bill was school age. his fa-
ther bought out wdoctie's practice in
Owiedo and the family moved here. A
memberof the Oviedo Town Council,
hies atlso weas the organist ai the Baptist
Church for 25 vears,

Hie was treasurer of the church for
42 years. Lowise anended Bob Jones

University and Florida Southern in busi-

ness and English, Losise has been presi-
dentof the Woman's Club and a mem-
ber of her Mathodist church building
committes, as well as many other civic
dhuties with the churchand caty.

They have: two childnen, ouise and
Claar’s (Evans) grandmaother on thetr
father s side was a Lawion, and they
once wok their children o England 1o
visit the iown the Lawton's came from.
“There was & Church Lawson and a fam-
ily estate." she said. Their twochildnen
and they have four grandchaldren,

Louise: "“We lived on Hillcrest
dinve, across from the Clonts. We moved
1o Ltk Charm on a o that we {the three
Wheeler children) all vwned that had
been part of the old Dr. Foster land, Tt
s the high point on the lake. We hated
1o leave there, but it was a two-story
heme and hud an acre of land and itwas
a ot to take care of.

“There's more o life than tking
care’ of a house. We moved 1o
Ceorpetooamin Tuscawilla, with uhouwse
hal s big as the one we left. We've been
here four years"”

Bill:“When [came i Chviiedn, there
were the two churches with half-time
minisiers. My dad was active in the Bap-
tist church, and Louise’s dad was su-
perintendent of the Sunday Schood.

“The book about Oviedo says |
came here from Ocala, but that's not
true, And the paper said Dr. Stoner
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wus the first doctor, but there had
been five before him including my fa-
ther, Dr. Simmons, Dr, Matheson,
and two others.

“Mammy Jones was i black mid-
wite and took care of a lot of the ba-
bies. She did a good job, 1f she had
any wouble, she'd call a dostor: She'd
jury-rig an incubsator for the preemies
with & hot water bole.”

Louize: “Has anyone told you
ahout all the plays that came here in
the 20°s and 3 s? We had an audin-
i in the second Tloor of the school
amed it weas 1k liarhe Chumnsgua—the
companies wolld come with costumes
and bocil people would plivy roles,

“There wirild be one or two ac-
tors from MNew York or Chicago, and
the rest locals. [ remember the
womanless wedding, where Bill Partin,
who was a great big fellow, was the
bride and Jim Pearson the groom.”

Bill: “Iremember going. Some of
thise people in the plays shocked me.,
11§ el the truth."

Louise: *T also have heard the
Ll abou the Lavaton grandfater who
was a Baptist preacher. He preached
in Cwiedo and Christmias, and be”d walk

0 Christmas every other week on Sat-

urday, preach on Sunday. then walk
back to Orviedo on Monday.
“He was Kathryn's grandfather.

" The people in Christmas got up a fund

nd bought him a horse, My dad and
1did a lot of fishing. That's how | got
my love of fishing. We wentdown o
the river, the St John's, or the creek.
the Econ..."

Bill: *Theats the third berid g2 over
the Econ, the ome they just built. In the
ald days, it wis an Iron bridge (that's
where the name of the meatment plant
came from) and it was one lang and
bailt close to the water; only the sup-
ports were tron, the bridge bed was
wooden, When the rains came, the
river was over the bridge and you
couldn't drive on it

“If my father was needed 1o at-
tend somenne sick in Chuluots, they'd
bring a boat and ferry him across the
river where the bridge was, and bring
him back across.”

Louise: “When my did wis on
the Board of County Commissioners.
and he foresaw that someday 434
wiould be an important road. He told
the commissioners they needed to ac-

Have Known Oviedo Since the 20's

guire the right of way for that rmoad.
“Then, it was a sand hill and
people loved to go out in their
mucks.... Anyhow, the commission dic
it and that™s why we have 434 wday.

Bill: “"When the depression hit,
the hank shut down; not the present
bank. the Oviedo bank, the first bank.
They said it was all right but then it
closed. Someone put nitroglyeerine in
the front door oot of spite and blewa
habe in the sidewalk and blewaft the
frontof the building.”

Louise: “People said they heard
the explosion as fur wvway as Winter
Park and Crlando.”

Bill: *"The pastorof the old Bap-
tist Church, across the street from the
bk, shept his six children on the porch
and it blew them out of bed, It also
blew all our chickens off therr roasts
iind you never heand so much squawk-
ng inall your life. Everyone came out
o see it. We had never had so many

Louise: “In those early days,
when my mother was alive, there were
pigs running all over town and the la-
diesof the Magazine Club got tngether
und saw to it that they didn't run free.
Then they waged u campaign and
raised funds for wooden sidewalks.

“That was the beginning of the
Woman's Club. They also started a
garbage collection. and ran the fund
drive here for the needy. Then the
county took that on and it never was
as successful as when the Woman's
Clob ranit™

Bill: "When 1 was on the nexi-
to-last building committes for the Bap-
tist Church, my proudest accomplish-
i leaded glass door so you didn "t see
itin the sanctuary; in the old days, it

* was rightin front of the altar.

“We did lots of weddings. |
played and Lowise sang, I got tired of
gifts of shaving Intion so | asked people
give some money 1o the organ fund,
Music has heen an important part of
our lives. When we were marmed, our
only furniters wis two grand pianos. [
had ome from when [ was seven years
old, and Lovise had one.”

Lowise: “Dad was fair-minded.
He was that way in all his business
dealings, and he took care of his

peapie. If the black people didn't have
any work after the picking, he'd see
tor it that they had tood and work in
the summer. They'd clearthe ground
unid work cleaning up the groves.”

Balk: “Off consrse, there wais no mani-
i wikge: then and it didn"t cost much
o live. Another thing, Rex Clomts and |
wiere on the Town Council longer than
anyome, and | pot the water system for
the town back about 31 years ago,

“1 had a man in DeLand who
shrwed m how 1o ger bonds, grants,
ete, We went to the University and
isked them if they'd like 0 have wa-
ter from Owviedo and thank heavens
they dickn"t want it.

*The city of Clumnesvilke i5 stll fur-
neshing water free o the University of
Florida. We hired A.M. Jones to run
the water department and he set it up
weell and kept it going. That's the rea-
son 1t°s successful ioday....”

“Another thing that happened in
the early days. That was the snap fac-
tony. An-outfit set up shop in the down-
town dnd sold stock in a soap fectory.
Some people bought stock, and paid a
Iotof money. They formed a caravan
0 goto North Carolina to see the fuc-
oy and when they got there, thee was
nothang there. [t was a scam,™

Lowise: “Every Saturday night,
the black folks woald dress up in their
Sunday best and go to town 1o shop.
On Easter they paraded through town
tochurch. They were baptized in Lake
Rosa or in the Baptizing Lake on
Mitchell Hammock Road.”

Bill: “Some Sundiays, & group from
Antioch church would come and sit in
the balcony of the Baptist church and
sing i whole program unaccompsanied;
hyymines and slave funes. Everyone came
torhear them, They were great.”™

Louise; “1 emember the picking
crews always had a lead singer and
others would come in and go ot in
harmaony. Even when the mule train (a
celery picking machine) came in, they
would sing. [ loved 1o hearit.”



Bank of Oviedo about 1910

Bank of Oviedo 1930

Tt weas 1929,
it was the year of the* Som
who o this day—blew up the Bank of - Oviedo. Windo
were broken blocks as Oviedoans were mudely awak-
ened from their stamber by the big bang.

Aerial View of Downtown about 1950

AT i B
left goes to Winter Park, upper left to Sant
Chuluota and at bottom to UCF, The Ne

nd Central. The

on and Cio, complex is might,
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Mimi Bruce

Mimi Bruce was bom in Oviedo
tor Frank and Jane Wheeler, and at-
tended grades 1-12 in Oviedo, at
Oviedo High School.

A praduate of Carzon-Newman
College in Jefferson City, Tennessee,
she came back o Oviedoin 1972 af-
ter marrying E.P. Bruce.

Mimi is the mother of Michelle
and Martha Ann Broce and has worked
in the Nelson and Co. offices since
1985. There she oversees the citrus,
the hardware store, renting out MNelson
space, payroll and employee benefits,
and fruit accounting. T guess you'd say
*eivic liatson, ™ she said.

Elected Mayor in 1995, she savs
that jobaccouns for about twoto three
hours a day in evening meetings and
personal projects. She has lived on
Lake Charm since 1952,

The Trail project was an espe-
cially worhwhileadventure fior Mimi.
“It’s been wonderfil to work on a
project that everyone agrees to; the
Trail received unanimius support,” she
said, “The Trail enthusiasts were
cheerleading the effort, and [ remem-
ber my [irst meeting about it, when [
was introduced to the concept, and the
running out for the money that was al-
located w pay for trails.

Douglas Allen

Douglas Allen was bom in Tal-
lahassee in 1927, His parents were
Elnora and Wallace Allen. He came
to Oviedo and worked for the Dudas
picking celery for $27 & week—$20
more a week than he made in o dry
cleaning establishment in Tallahassee,

“T said ['d never go back there,”
he said, He worked for Nelsen and
Compaiy for 43 years as a picking
boss. His five children all have college
degrees, and he s a Deacon at Antioch
Beaptist Choreh. His son curresitly nuns
his business, Daoug Alken Debris Clean-

“My wife, Edele, and [ were
martied on the Lawton House porch.
Mir. Lawion was living there; he was
superintendent of schools and a jus-
tice of the peace. My wifie had been
working ona farm. There wasn't any-
thing else to do in Crviedo in those
days. We've been married 51 years.

“In those days, in the 40's, we

“As [ thoughi about it, [ went to
Winter Garden and Dunedin. Winter
Garden was a lot like Oviedo, a citrus
towmwith a dving dowsitown, and what
the el had done recreationally and eco-
nomically—uwell, it wes 2 no-brainer to
support a trail here. It was certaimly an
opporunity waiting for somebady to
take it and make it happen. Serminole
County was behind it, too, fortunately.

“T'm s plessed 10 seethe city come
forwand and what its doing (renovating
Railroad Street) as the ity s part in the
first phase of the trail. One dey [ was sway
froum the office, and when Leame inthe
et ey sl sew the trees and what they
had done [ felt fike Dormothy i the Wizerd
of Oz, “Tot, Where are we?'

“The Trail has already madie such
adifference; it"s been a real catabyst for
here (the old downtown) and other
people will catch on. We're planning
some landecaping and marketing in the
packing house here—it all takes too
muchtime. ...

W hen | was growing up, Oviedo
was still 8 town of abowt 2000, There
was nothing legal or moral to do. T re-
member that if we saw someone in
town we didnt knew, we'd register it.

“There were gbout 300 students
inthe school, and the total inmy gradu-

Civic Liason, Oviedo Native

ating clags veas 39, We've already had
two reunions and this year we'll have
the third, They've been every five
years, Those who came hack thought
Oviedo had chanped a lot then—wait
“ill they see the Mall and the growth
in the last five years.

“We had one stop light (gt the
comer of 426 and 434); [ don't re-
member when it was not there, The
municipal peol was at Sweetwater
Park, and we'd often have dances with
a juke box inside a tin structure where
the tenmis courts are now. Tt was closed
to the elements, and that was about it
a5 far as mumicipal entertainment.

“School sports were very impor-
tant; we had baskethall and baseball,
and everyone went to the games. [t
was an excuse to leave town, We'd
drive to Winter Park formovies and a
hamburger at Steak and Shake.

“T met semeone from Orlando
who was a contemporary and she re-
membered going to Oviedo to the
Orviedo Lights, a popular parking spod
for young couples,”
ation of Crviedo young people was to
pick up someone driving from Winter
Park or Orlando and Iure them into the
Black Hammock and then leave them

there, “Tt was our revenge,” she said.

I had trimsportation inbigh school,
a station wagon, but the car wasn"tmine.
What | loved to do and spent most of
my time doing as a young person was
ride all over fown onmy harse,

“Lots of my friends in the Black
Hammuock had horses; it meant free-
dom to me...| could gowhere [ wanted,
I never showed the horze, [ didn’tget
inte that. I rode just for pleasure,

“J was a Brownie but never a Girl
Scout. I was active at the Baptist
Church, in the youth group, As teens
we spent a lot of time boating and
water skiing on Lake Picket and the
river. At school there were plays and
sports and dances afier the Baskethall
pames. [ still remennber b Partin with
her 43 rpm meconds,

“My college major was English
and psychology: it really didn’t pre-
pare me for what I'm doing now.

“As mayor, ['m proudest of the
bigger piciure: the reputation Chviedo is
building for itself All my life, the town
was the poor frming community, just
the stepchild in the county; we were
made fun of or ignored. Now, we've
become a shining ster in the county.”

needed w do something else after we
harvested the fruit. I'd take my grove
truack: (o srnall truck that brougst firuit to
the larpe orange canricrs) and go North,
Several years [ went with my daugliter,
norw il Seminobe Compmumity College.

Sive was 8 migrant worker, We'd
go 1o North Carolina to harvest crops,
then to Delaware and Mew York. I'd
take a few from here, but mostly I'd
round up workers when we got to our
destination. When | wes boss, I'd be
paid by the box. [ did pretty good.

“Iny the esarty 40°s, Lee Gary was
the mayor and | went to him and asked
for paving for Stevens Street. He said
ek if I got the right of way and | got
everyone on the street to give the town
their land for a street. He said he
would name it Allen street but T told
him to name it after the Stevens, be-
cause they gave the most land. ..

*| just had an operation last year,
and I"ve been slow to recover, but 1

43 Years with Nelson Company

enjoy fishing and golf Tusedto play

oot on 520 and in Winter Park: [ shot
inthe 70's, and | often shot a 72. 1
was raised up on golf in Tallahassee.
Florida A&M had a course. My
daddy was tree surgeon.

“When our children started
school, the schools were segregated.
The two clder ones caught the bus to
the Crooms scheol in Sanford, We
had to pay to get them there and back.
They'd catch the bus for Sanford at 5
AM. My two girls and baby boy
went 1o OHS after integration. My
son was killed in the service in 1977,
He would be 41 this year,

“T never had any trouble with
people not working for me., [ didn’t
fool with therm if they didn't work. It
was just that simple.

“My san played high school bas-
kethall and 1 went to all the pames. [
wared to father him. The only way to
have children is to keep up with them.

“t was tough for us in the 40's.
Sears and Roebuck had a black wa-
ter fountain and a white water foun-
tain. In Oviedo, we couldn’t sitat the
luneh eounter in the drug store. We
could get a prescription, but we
couldn’t sit down and have acoke. |
gained the respect of a lot o people in
Ohviedo because I respected them,

“1 knvew everyone in Boston Hill,
the Scrubs, the Square, Johnson Hill,
and Lawtonville. Those wene the five
black areas. There wasn't but 1500
people, white and black. Now all
those neighborheods are mixed. Our
strect is mied.

“Ini the 40°s, the blacks went to
the white stores, but there was a black
store over on Avenue B that sold a
litte of everything, Mr. Buddy Tyson
ran it, Where the Town House is was
the jail, and next to that was a service
station. Bill Ward, then Mr. Henry
Walcott ran that."
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Viola Smith

Viola Smith was bom in Yienna,
Georgia m 1904 and came tn Chiedo 1o
[ive witha brother in 1946, She married
Jehnoyy Seithand went towork for Clame
{Mirs. John) Evans“the only person] ever
worked for™ for the next 40 vears

She-was the muin mother’s helper
fior Wes, who was four when she jomed
e fammily, Arthurwae nine months, and
then Darvid and Charles came along later,
Whille working for the Evans” she built
her present hofe on Audin Ave. She stll
lives there with 8 companiod,

“Changes? Oviedo was a smiall
little town. OfF course, downtown
Crviedo isjust like it was. But in those
days | knew everyone by theeir cars. [
could tell who was driving by the car
they drove, It sure isn"t that way amy
AT, --

“I joined Fountainhead Baptist
and was active in the church. | was
president of the Mission. Years back,
men didn"t like to go to church like
they do now, and the Mission was
mostly women, What we’d do, we had
a pastor the second Sunday and the
first and third Sunday the Mission
would meet and we'd have prayers

and singing and visit the sick and have
prayers with them.

*As long as | could get around, T
kept very busy. I did everything at the
Fuans. | kept house and bocked after the
cliikdren, washed the clothes (s Evams
hadawashing machine file wehae now,
pot a wringer) ioned and cooked. 1
watched the bovs growup, [ neally koved
those childresy Tnever hadany of oy oam
although Twinied to, They were like my
bows, | soenjoyed them.

1 still see the boys because they
come by every Christmas with their
families,” she said, indicating a pichure
on her coffee table. 1 keep pictures
aftheir families.

«When | came to Mrs., Evans, it
was through her aunt, Mrs. Roley
Carter, who learned [ wanted a job
and Mrs. Evans wanted help.

“ Az soon as Arthur could walk,
1"d take Wes by the hand and Arthur
by the other and carry David and
we'd go to town to visit the Choo-
Choo. They didn't have strollers, then.
We'd walk to my house on Aulin to
see my husband s chickens and pig:

Winchester Insurance, Inc.
Coverage with Confidence for 79 Years

Personal Auto * Homeowners * Life & Health
Group Health » Workers Comp » Long TermCare
Disability Income = Commercial Packages
Ocean Marine/P&I « Boats and Jet Ski = Motorcycle
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Hartford Insurance Company Agency in Florida, the
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of over $4,000,000. Winchesier represents
top companies nationwide including
Hartford, Progressive, Humana
and Old Republic—just to name a few.

Winchester Insurance Inc.

1425 W. Broadway = SR 426
Oviedo, FL 32765

365-5656 Fax: 366-0031

They loved that.

The Evans' Boys “bylo”

“In the afternoon, 1'd give them
thear lunch, then a bath, then get them
dressed for bed. But [ told them when
they got up, they could walk withme
They called me ‘bylo.”

“] guess Viola was too hard to
say. We had a lot of walks. It wasn't
as hot as it 15 now, bt itwas hot. They
lived in the house on Central Avenue
then. Mrs Evams moved into the home
place aficr Mrs, Wheeler died. ]
waorked there, too....

“My helper has been here four
vears next month, T got to where [
wasn't able to keep hotise and the
doctor put me in the hospital, thenina
nursing home.

“Btw miece didn"t want me to stay
in the home, so she and her hushand
stayed with me and then got Theima,
my helpet, to stay with me. The doc-
tor had said | couldn't live by mysclf
any more. His nurse would come to
see me and | hadn’t had breakfast....

7 didn't live at the Evans” house,
And 1 had Christmas and Thanksgiving
at home. Sometimes, though, there

would be a family picnic on a holiday
and 1'd go along to help with the chil-
dren. | didn’t work Christmas and
Thanksgiving after the boys were little.

“I'd get to the Evans’ house in
the ezrly moming and fix breakfast and
get the boys ready for school, clean
up, wash and iron, and cook dinner &
noon, It was a job to be after those
bove-—keep ‘emiclean and all. All the
bavs were nice boys, but Arthir was
aquiet one from the beginning.

“He was areally good bay, but
they were all good boys. They minded
me, and | never had any trouble get-
ting them to do what [ wanted. T still
have pictures of them when they were
inschool.

“Mrs. Evans was a really nice
person to work for. She had to have
been a nice lady—1 stayed there 40
years.”

Yesterday ...
Today ...
Tomorrow ...

100 W oest Brosdwuy

Heritage and Pride

Oviedo
A great place to live, work,
and raise a family

Greater Oviedo
Chamber of Commerce




Oviedo in 1900
No traffic congestion at Central and Broadway back then.

Road to Sanford
The trip to Sanford was a real underaking
when this photo was taken.

Three Views of Downtown
Top: Looking down Broadway toward Chuluota around 1920,

Center: The Hotel about 1916,
Bottom: Looking up Broadway toward Winter Park about 1540




Other Reminiscences

Several neore people were inter-
viewed for the Heritage issue than are
quoted here, Waltes Teague, principal
of Oviedo High for years, recalled
coming to Chuluota to tesch and liv-
ing in & railroad house with his wife
and young son.

He also remembered the glory
days of Chuluota wien it housed rail-
road magnate Flagler's Hotel, where
evena LS, prasident (no one is sure
which one) stayed for a vacation.

Dr. Edward Stoner confirmed
Teague's fnemaries of Chuluota, asdid
Wayne Jacobs. Stoner recalled when
he confronted the president of Wintes
Park Telephone Company in his hos-
pital room and got him to agreetoa
rate reduction so Oviedo would not
be a long distance call. Dr. Stoner was
al=o a founder of the Little League, as
recourted in Paul Mikler's story.

Another early resident, whio shall
be fameless, iold af when her husband,
1 merchant who came here from the

Celery harvest the old way..,

_and with the sutomated “Mule Train™ in the late [ 240°s

Page 27

Morth, encountered the separate but
lack restrocems at his establishment.

“That meant that only black
people came o our business, for a
time,” she said, “but one night one of
our customers drove clear out to our
house to tell us the business was un-
locked. ™ That spoke of customer foy-
alty, all right

Another black mark on the his-
mofﬂ:cmn“ww’mmlt{}ﬁcdu
swimming pool at Sweetwater Park
clased, “Tt was filled in rather than be
integrated.” said one early resident. In
general, though, integration was ac-
complished without incident.

“Things were pretty tense fora
few years” one inferviewes said, but
the consenzus was that Oviedo
handlid the abrupt change well. Inhe
interview, Claire Evans recalled the
efforts the county made 1o integrate
the schools over the summer, and com-
mended e town. So integration here
was relatively painless.

Karen Jacobs, who is a font of

information about Oviedo and whose
residency stretches back to her high
school years, told of Simon Harper,
who was the first black to play sports
at Oviedo Highin 1969, He still lives
in Snow Hill, I understand.

Another source for black history
here in town is Ida Boston, wife of
Russell, who belongs o the historical
society and is writing a history of the
early days. Repeated attempts to reach
hier for this issue failed, but her work
will answer a bot off questions that Viola
Smith and Doug Allen touched on.

Another interviewee was Jane
Gaydick, one of the first residents of
the Black Hammock, who told of avisi-
tor from Connecticut who went for a
walk and saw a bear and thought he
wats hallucinating,

“We had all kinds of wild ani-
mals here; now all we have are wild
peaple,” Jane said. She recalled pan-
thers and many meadowlarks, snakes
{we'd hear the frops scream at night

when a snake got one).”

A fixture at the drog store soda
fountain for 12 years, Jane talked
about her manager Elsie Beasley
whose hushand Joe was the mayor.
“Tt was like one big happry family, Ev-
erybody knew everybody. A group
from the telephone company came in
for lunch every day, and we’d laugh
and joke,” she said.

She also remembered one
schoolboy who came in every day and
ordered a dish of whipped topping.
“No e crean, just topping, " she said.

Most of the interviews are re-
corded in detail, and in almost gvery
case they have been checked for ac-
curacy. It is our hope that anly veri-
fied reminiscences are included here,
They may be wrong, but they're how
the respondents remembered them.

We hope vou enjoy these visits
with your townspeople, all of whom
have earned the right to be remem-
bered, themselves....

Leity Linhart
Ovieda, FL 1998



Cay Westerfield

Cay Westerfield moved to
Orvicdoin 1975, having come by way
of Sanford and Owensbora, Ken-
tucky. Her husband, a building con-
tractor, was building construction co-
ordinatar for UCE. He died unexpect-
edly in 1978. They built a home on
the Ellis property on Magnolia—the
previous bouse was moved (o a site
where Red Bug Road is now.

“] was a member of the Planning
and Loning Board from 1980 1o Janu-
ary |, 1998, That made 17 years there,
[ was also the State Committeewoman
fior the Democratic party for 15 vears,
but [ probably did a better job on the P
and Z board,” Cay said.

“The board met in a storefront
on Broadway; Leanttell the chronel-
ogy exactly. Afterall, that was a long
time and I'1] be 75 vears old in a few
months. | remember when Benny
Ward {developer of Mead Manor)
was the only developer: Alafaya
Woods had been epproved before 1
was on the P and Z board, but we
had o approve sections of it

They predicted they would build
outin 1 0vyears, be good if it builtout in
seven, and be bicased if it camea in in
five, It came in in two and a half vears.
They made a pot full of meney on the
PUD, but kost a bundle on a project in
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California and went hankrupe.

“1 remember when Twin Rivers
and Equestrian Green were proposed,
and | recall the latter didn’t want io
pave the streets. The developer said
“we"re wiry out in the county; wedon't
need paved streets.’ Of course, look
where they are now; The city had a
policy: the developer paved the streets
and put a ssdewalk in.

*“Maybe you should go to the city
and see all the things approved since
1980, There were 3000 people then
and over 20,00 now.

“Jay Bolton was the planner; he
did more fior this city, being sure ev-
erything was nght, He died suddenly,
I'think of cancer.™

“1 served with Dick Addicks and
Charlie Beasley amd Nma Ralston and
Troy lones and Harold Henn—every-
body in town was on the P and £
koard during the time I was there. |
remember a developer who promised
a street bisecting a cul de ss¢ 5o emer-
geney vehicles could get there and he
never busdt it

"He-came before the board years
later for another permizsion and T told
him, ‘v promgesd ve s strect and
mever built it He said, *lady, you've
been here oo long.™

“Dick Addicts was most consci-

Active in Civie and Paolitical Arenas

entious. Hewas a real asset. Most of
the members came 1o serve the city;
very fow had agendas of theirown,

“Magnolia Street was subdivided
the year I was born, and there hasn't
been any building on it for 10 years.
The city has really changed, but not
here. It's still the same with long mar-
row lots.

“We were lucky to build here.
My hushand wanted a big house like
we had in Kentucky, with ten rooms
and four levels but I said let’s have a
small home. [had four grown children
and they hefped me with Patnck who
was 11 when my husband died.

“Nobody ever ran aguinst me for
precinc committcewoman, and [ was
the representative of Seminole County
tor the State Democratic Commitiee, |
really enjoved that. ['was on the Cen-
tral Committee of the party, and met
all kinds of people who went on to
higher office.

“Jimmy Carler came to meet us,
50 did Mondale, Gebhardt, Claude
Pepper and Bill Clinton. Bill Nelson
was always there, as was Bob
Butterworth. | retired from that two

“When Patrick was 8 vear old,
he walked the precinct with me. When
he was 18, he ran for precinet com-

“HELP FOR HEADACHES”

I'was in ferritie peir and missny |
had such bad hesdaches they
would wake me up and | found it
hardio getout of bed in themom-
ing. Every wesk they ssemed io
gel worse and the pain stared af-
fecting me at work.

“Then friends reminded
me of the help they had got-
ten from Dr. Hyland al The
Chiropractic Canter, | weni fo
gee Dr. Hyland who said thaf
she could indeed help me.

‘In just a short perod of
tima, I felt improvement, |
have more energy and | am
axparencing life the way it
shauld be once again.”

Hollie is now one of the
many who can say they have
gotten halp and rebef from mis-

I Dr. Hyland.
If you want fo increase

mitieeman. Sormsone ran agxnst hin
and he took an ad in the Outloo
Newspaper, then stood at the polls a
day with asign.He's in law school nen
in Miami. He graduates this vear, the
plins to live in Oviedo.

“When my husband died, | wa
%0 | boughita policy. They wouldn't pa
for an operation and the Insurance Cor
massion sasd o getin a grouppobicy. M
damgrhiter-in-Law was a teacher and sh
told me to go 1o the school board an
wiark: in food service,

“I did and worked at Lawtos
washing pots and dishes. That was 1!
years ago. | had always had a maid
and [ went homie and rested for tw
hours after my dishwashing job. Now
I fix breakfast, fill the catsup and mus
tard bottles, meke peanut butter and
jelly sandwiches, put away the break
fast things, and make the head start
lunches. I begin at 7am. and 1 love
the kids and love working there.

“Am [ an optimist? | guwess [ am
Lalways expect things to fuwm out fo
the best ..

erable headaches thanks to |

your potential and live a better life,
perhaps withaut sickness or dis-
ease, without problems that rob
you of life and all the happinass
that comas with being healthy,
bring this ad to the Chiropractic
Healthcare Center, 175 W.
, Oviedo.

We will check you and your
family for spinal misalignments.
with no charge or obligation.

Call 977-7552 for a Free Appointment Today. I

UFFERING!

STOP

| Youcould five a happier stress-free ife by using this coupon.

: Chiropractic Healthcare Center | |
Oviedo * Tuscawilla 1 L

|Call 977-7552
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J;-ﬂ‘ Your Local Hometown Newspaper

is now in its
I O th year,
and we're proud to be
carrying on the
neighborhood
newspaper tradition that
our predecessor,
= “The Outlook™
: started almost
thirty years ago.
We’ve seen a lot happen
in that time,
but the best is yet to come.
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