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Mawch 9™*;

Thiy iy the sabbath and o most beautiful day it is for
preaching. There iy no-preaching but at the Methodist
and ax I amvtold the preacher iy not a very good one I
thought I wowld stay at home and read a sermorv.
Wirnwy and Tonmumy went to-Monticello- invthe buggy.
Mawtha and Bobly went to-the Methodist church ivv
Grooverville, I read aw interesting and searching
discourse; the subject way self-examinatio

Mawch 10" Monday night.

AW hawve retired and I amv alone. My two- youngest
childrenw are both indisposed tonight. I hope they
may be better inthe morning: I have not yet heard ov
word tonight. I hope they may be better in the
morning: I have not yet heard a word from my sow
Alexander. Ohl How uneasy I amvabout hin. I feel
inexpressibly sad tonight, and caw not tell why it iy 50
OW Sad heart hope thow in God and thow shalt yet
praise Himfor the help of Hisx coundenance.

Mawch 117

Thiy iy av stormy looking day; everything within and
without weary av deep gloowy it iy but in keeping withv
my feelings. Ohl Holy spirit; breathe upow my heart
and kindle there a flame of pure love to- my blessed
Redeemer and rouse up my sluggishv energies.



Mawch 13%:

I made no-record ow yesterday being quite bugy withv
a piece of sewing until o late howr last night, irnv
consequence of which I arose thiy morning with- a
violent headache, the worst one I have had inw some
time. It rained all day yesterday and the weather iy
st cloudy and, blustering.

Mawch 14™:

Ow yesterday afternoon Mr. Everelte came over to see
us. He kindly agreed to-sell some hidey for wy inv
Thomasville: Winny received o letter from Johwy
Tilman informing him of the evacuation of Bruvswick
as the enemy werve all landing theve. I hawve no-news
yet fromv my dear Alexander, Poor fellow, how very
tired he muust be of camp life: The weather is still
cloudy and blustering:. Thiy morning after working a
Little inv my gawdeny, I went into-the loom howse ands
twisted a ball of knitting thread; I thew spurw o small
I think I never caw pexform with sufficient ease to-
make it profitable:

Mawch 16%:

This iy again the sabbathvand I went to-the Baptist
chuvch and heard Brother Blewet preach: It way o
sermow on the ovdination of a deacovw. The deacow
who- way ordained way Mr. Davies. How very few mew
were at church today. Oh! So- many empty sealy,
nearly all have gone to-war. Truly the stovmw of war



has buwst upon owr devoted land. Each mail that
comes brings the newy of a freshv battle fought. I had
hoped by this time the dark clouds would have bloww
over, but instead of thiy they thickenw darker and
darker over ug:. Today mews brought the intelligence
of the death (by the enenmwy) of Generaly McCollouk
and McIntosh,; and several commissioned officers. We
are invthe hands of Him who- made us, and whew he
has punished uy sufficiently, He may in hisy own good,
time: Listen to- our prayery oand grant uy peace. Now
come my heart and let uy conumune together. What
secrel sing awe covered up invthee? In the first place
heve iy self love, onwanother leaf iy vanity, here iy
impatience; pride; sloth, well; well; every leaf iy filled
up with-chargey against me. Ohd Lovd help me to-
overcome these faoudly; give me grace sufficient to-help
inv time of need, and take this sinful heawt away and
give me o clean heart, and renew a right spivit within
me for Jesus sake.

Mawch 17™:

The first news thiy movning; which met my ear o
entering my dining roomwy, way that Mr. MclLendow
had killed Ben who-had ran away and way caught on
yesterday afternoow (it being the sabbativevening) by
Mr. Linton. Poor Ben he wanted to-come to- me
thinking no-doubt that I could sawve him, but he way
beaten on the head and told that if he dared to- come
to- me his braing would be blowed out. He way thew
taken to-the inhumary Mclendonw who- deliberately
whipped him to-death. Alas! Alas, that such as thiy
should be done inv civiliged America. No-wonder we




are punished by w just and avenging God for the
injustice and cruelty, which i, exercised our poor
negroesy. But thank God thiy iy not the case
everywhere; for theve awve some huuman hearty that can
feel for othery woe: Ouwr poor sexrvanty awve scattered
abroad over the country. They never new what it way
ﬁrm&t}’oublefbefor& as they had a kind and

master who- allowed thew mavy Little
privileges and alleviated their wanty, and who-alwayy
tried to- instil principles of honesty and integrity inv
debasing them

Mawch 18%:

We are now inthe midst of a terrific thunder stormw
Mr. Everelte iy heve: He went to- Thomasville on
yesterday to- see av lawyer about the murder of Bevs I
amv told that the jury passes av verdict of not guilt ov
the nuwderery for it seems that theve were two-
concerned ivw it, the mew who-hired him and hig
overseer. Alay! There seemy to-be no such thing inthiy
world ay justice. My soul iy filled withvhorror
unspeakable at the detwils of this hovrid wuwder. Hix
wife goey about like a poor brokenhearted creature.
Vengeance belongs to-God alone: I do not pray for
revenge but I do-hope that this truly awful event will
produce the effect of arowsing the impenitent mawv
who- commiitted the deed to- v sense of hiy lost and
ruined conditiov



Mawrch 22"4:

Ow yesterday Wirwny stowted to-Dorvoughtly Co. Israel
went with himw invthe buggy, I really am afraid he will
not be able to- get along ay all of the watercouwrsey are
up. Bobby stowted to-Groover Statiow thisy morning
and had to- swinm thwough the Ocillay, he heard that
the bridge over the Piscola had floated away, so-he
had to-come back home. Wirwy hay also- retuwrned
howme:.

Mavch 23" Sunday

Today isthe Lovd’s day, and we are all: at home; asy
there iy no-chance of getting to-chuwch evew if there
was any preaching in the neighborhood as the Oscillav
river which lies between ownr house and Grooverville iy
swinuming. Well; if thix iy s0; why may we not serve
God invour ownwhome? Why not raise here anv altor of
praise to-Hiy name? Ohl Iy He not the same
everywheve? At all times and invall places? Yes,
thanks to- His great and condescending kindnesy He iy
the same inv all times; placey and seasons. Whervever
the heart panty after Him, wherever there iy secrel
prayer, theve will our Heavenly Father be found. Bless
the Lovd Oh My soul and all that iy within me praise
and adove Him for Hiy loving kindness. Yes go-dowr
my soul at Hix feet, struggle there; plead earnestly.

Ol Give not over, faint not, who-knowy but that the
Lovd will hear thee and pour into-thy heart a rich
blessing. Ohd Try the efficacy of secvet prayer. What
has thy deoawr Saviowr told thee? “Ask and ye shall
receive, seek and ye shall find, knock and it shall be




opened unto-yow.” These are not promises made to-be
brokery, but heavenw and earth shall passy away before
Hisy wovd shall fail.

Maurch 2 5% Tuesday night.

This morning opened upow us withy v white frost, it

seemy ax if we are just beginning to-have cold weather.
It will prove most destructive ow alls of our fruit as they
were v such av growing state: The orange treey appear

Mawch 2 7%:

Deowr Wirwwy received a letter thiy evening. Hisy Uncle
Josephy desiving him to-join hin innAlbany where he iy
making up a regiment, he wrote that Alex wowld be
with-him: Oh How very, very sad does thiy make me,
dear graceful quiet boy, how unfitted for a rough
soldier. I had hoped that he had quit the camp and:
the field and would retuwrnto- college, but this iy not
to-be. God'y will be done. Oh Wild and dark iy the
tempest that iy now raging over owr land. Ouwr
enemies are approaching neaver and nearer to- ws.
OW Lay not thy chastening rod too-heavily o us.

Mawch 28%:

This morning Wirwy left me agaiv to-join the army.
God bless yow owr child and keep yow unpolluted and
puwre invheart. I scarcely dawe to-trust myself to-thinks
about my dear Alex. It ig so-long since I have heard
fromvhimv and O/ So-long since I have seexw hiv. But




I must strive to- attoive more faith and to- be willling to-
trust everything, whichv I hold dear to- Himv who-gave
thew to- me

Maouch 307

Thiy iy the sabbativ morning and no-preaching
anywhere about except at the Methodist chuuch and
as the minister iy not a prepossessing one; we prefer
staying at home wheve we can read av sermovv. I
would like so- much for my childven to- go-to- chuwch
every sabbath and I hope before I die to-live inv aplace
where they may be able not only to-go-to- church but
also-to- sabbativ school. Sunday night. The weather iy
waurnv and clear. It hay beew v very hot day. I have
to- mowrw over my hard heart, my love of ease; self-
love, and worldliness: Ohd God: let thy Holy Spirit
remain with me and save me from my own wicked
heart for Chwrist'y sake:

Aprid 1%:

I way quite uwnwell all dovy yesterday withv o sicks
headache;, but I thank my kind- heavenly Father that
I feel much better thiy morning, although stil weak:
and nervous. Yesterday morning Mr. Everelle came
over to-see us. He way about to- stowt to- Savarwmah ands
kindly offered to-do- anything we wished done. I sent
himv for some common flowr. Today I sent o hand to-
help Mr. Brown prepave hiy crop ay all hiy sony owe inv
the wawr and he iy i v state of great destitution. The
patriotic womew of the souliv are raising money to-
build gunboaty. I sent my poor little contribution




yesterday by Mr. Everette and today goave Claraw av
small present of five dollary for teaching her Little
brother and sister. She said that all she wanted with
it way to- send to-help build a gunboat. May God bless
the efforty;, which arve being made by all the people of
the country to-free themuselves fromthe hostile
irwadersy.

April 4%

The summer hasy now come all at once. Ohi How very
beautiful doesy nature look inher lovely robes of
green. Truly everything seemy to-rejoice at the
approach of spring. Listen to-the merry pealy of the
cricket. O Everything seems to-rejoice inv beautiful
nature - but maw wicked sinful many, for now he iy
intent o deeds of muwder, rapine puunder - instead
of thanking and blessing the AW wise giver of
everything for the blessings by which he iy surrounded,
flocks, he hay throww aside hiy implementy of
husbandry and left his home to- slay the brave noble
hearted whose only fault is wishing to-be parted from
those who- impose upovvthenu Alag! How inconsistent.

April 5%

The weather although very pleasant iy getting rather
dry. I hawve not yet heavd o word fromAlex. Thiy iy
the tenth month since I have seenw hin. I received o
shovt letter from Sallie by Isvael wheww he brought the
buggy back fromv carrvying Winwy. I hived Israel to-



cawry the carriage to- Thomasville yestevday to-have it
mended. I look for it back thisevening: I have been
spinning all of the morning some knitting tiwead. I
feel quite tired.

Aprid 7™

Today is the Sabbath. Clear bright and beautiful. AW
of the childvren have gone to- church except M. A. who-
iy indisposed. Deaw Lord; be withv me thisy day
directing my thoughty into-the proper channel, and
let the meditatiow of my heart be acceptuble to-thee.
Oh! Grant me thy holy spirit I do- most earnestly
beseech thee dear Lovd let not vain thoughty obtrude
nor worldly caresy and troubles but let Chwist and him
crucified be the theme of my medifations. Oh! Fill my
heart exclusively with - thy love. And help me also-to-
love my neighbor asy myself, to-be kind and forbearing
to-all with whomw I have to-do- invthis life. Oh! Help me
to- make others happy and to-do-them all good that
lies inv my power.

April 8™:

I do-not know why it iy that I so-often break good
resoludiony and intentions; and why I have so-little
forbearance: Oh Could I bud possess so-even calmness
of mind, could I be firm and gently, and reprove withv
love and kindnesy I should be so- much happier. Armv
me with strengtivdeaw Lovd for the cares and conflicty
of life:
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Aprid 97

I arose thiy morning feeling quite refreshed; the
morning iy cloudy and blustering. My garden looky
beautiful, ity many thowsands of flowers smile
upwawds irv my face each day ay I walk among them
and they almost seemv to-try and chase away the
gloom fromv my sad heart. Old Mrs. Belwv and
Mrs.Lintorn came to- see me av day or two- ago, and poor
old Mrs. Behwv told me that the flowery irnv my garderv
had refreshed her they looked so-bright and gay.
Lona jumped down the steps thisy morning and hwut
hey foot. I fear she hay sprained her ankle. Martha
teachesy Tonuny and: Lona music: It iy somewhat
difficultt to-teach Tomv ay he iy so-fidgety bul I intend
him to- stick to- it ay I think it will benefit hin

April 10™:

Ay the poet sayy, “the stormy winds complaining brings
onwthe wintry day,” so- it hay proved with the
blustering windy of yesterday, and last knight we hads
a stormvof wind. Today it hay become beautifully
cleawr although still windy. Help me dear Lovd whew I
amv tempted withy my besetting sin and make way of
escape for me through Jesuy Charist.

April 11%:
A day so-lovely as this seldow visity thiy sad sinful
eanthy clear, cold; - calwvand smiling inv all the greevv

ond vawried beauties of early spring. Ohl Shouwld it
not covutrair uy to- blesy the beneficent giver of every

|



good and perfect gift. I do most sincerely thank Him
that He hay giverw me o heart to-enjoy the sweel
beauties of nature. ‘Tiy here that I anv happiest on
earth, and I con read God irvv nature; invthe deep
silent woods I canv Listen to-the almost funeral sighing
of the solenuv pines ay if wailing over the sing of the
world: In sweet harmony with these sounds is heard
the plaintive notes of birds, which sexve ay a symphovy

Apri 127

Today twelve months ago-the bloodless battle of
Sumpter was fought, but Oh! Since that time how
many bloody oney have been. What o dark page ovw
history will be this fratricidal war. The enemy iy now
quite near to-us; the whole coast of Flovida iy pretty
much in their possession. My trust iy inv v higher power
than many and though a host should encamp around
me I shall feel safe in Hiy Almighty care.

April 14%:

Today is the sabbatihvand again we all remaivv at
home, as there iy no-preaching except at the Methodist
church: Last night we had a terrific windstorm and
yesterday hoping to-get o letter from one or the other
of my boys;, but I got no-intelligence from eitiher of
themu It has been now nearly two months since I have
heard fromAlexander. I know not what to-think I
am afraid wmy child iy sick: I have just finished
reading a seymow aloud to-the children, the text was,
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“Keep thy heart pure for out of it avethe issues of Life:”
We are there exhorted to-keep the heart full of God's
grace and to-have deep and warm and broad hearty,
so-that our actiony ay they flow from our hearts may
be filled with loving kindmness, charity, and purity.
O Lovd be pleased to- enable me to-keep my heart
pure; let thy Holy Spirit dwell withiw i, and. let me
possesy a wowrnww chawitable and loving heart
abounding in every Christion feeling and purpose.

April 157

After having risen this morning and attended to-
vawious household duties, I took my accustomed walk
back of the grove: I amvalmost afraid that it iy
presumption inv me or that after all it may prove o
delusory hope; but I feel deep within the recesses of my
heart o happy comfortable assurance of my
acceptonce with God thwough Jesus. Oh Lovd
increase my faith

April 16%;

I hawve just laid aside the last will and testament of
my beloved husband; my tears blinded me too- much
to- read any movre s0-1 locked it up inv my rosewoods
box. They never carried out the instructions of my
husband, in the division of the property and I have
indeed, but little to- support me, intrutivl may say v
mere pittance, but I feel indeed thankful for what I
howe for indeed theve are mavy who- are much worse
ofF than I amvand, although my servant maid whomw I
raised fromv v Little girl and loved most Like one of my
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children way takenw away and hived out, and also-my
cook way takenw away and I have to- hive hey sevvices
at o very high price, ttll withvGod s help I arrange to-
get along toleralbly. It istrue I have a great deal to-
do that I never did before, but the times call for it. I
canv now spin fine sewing thwead, and I anmv now
making clothes for my boys, which was wovenw at home:.
I have had three piecesy woven; and my endeavoring
to-get another piece ready for the loom. My children
help me in variows ways, Clawa teaches Towm and Lona
and Bob- attends to-the farm and is trying to- make v
Little crop for me with the few servanty that I have:

April 17

I felt quite wwell last night and retived eavlier thay
wsual; I felt too- badly thisy morning to-take my
accuwstomed walk. One of our neighbory died night
before last, o Mr. Hagan; he left a lavge family. I
dreamed last night that I saw my deor sonAlexander
and O How rejoiced I way to-see-him. God, bless my
noble boyy and take care of thewu

April 18™:

I heard the newy ow yesterday evening of o great
battle inv Tennessee;, inv which General Albert Johwnstory
was killed. He was the first in conunand, after he fell
General Beauregard took the conumand and owr side
gained a great victory. We are constantly expecting
to-hear of a battle in Virginia on the Penisulawr it iy
theve that my dear sonvway the last time I heawd fromv
hin
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April 197

I felt indisposed all day yesterday but today amwv
feeling better. We received ow yesterday the tidings of
the fall of Fort Pulaskie; the men were carried to-
Novth Carolina to- Fort Hatteras. Truly those who are
waging this mad, unjust and cruel war against wy
will hawe v great sin to-avwwer for. It carwot last
alwayy; sooner or later it will: come to- an end..

April 20%:

Late last night after prayers o little black boy brought
me two- letters, one fromAley, the other from Winny.
The former writes from Goldsborough; North Carolina,
the latter from Griffiny Ga. How truly thankful I was
to- hear fromthem and both were well. I have enjoyed
o better night’s rest last night thaw wsual inv
covsequence. Thiy iy the sabbativevening; I went to-
chuwch thix forenoon, wheve I heard Brother Blewet
preach. We had a lim congregation. There are very
mewv left invthe country, all or nearly all have gone to-
the wawr. I received o letter today from my deow old
father and I thank God that I still have a father who-
cavey for me and mine he writes that he isx not very
well: May the Lovd spare hiy life and may he live to-
see hix beloved country av free and independent
nation. Everything seemsy dull and cold ivvreligion. I
o afraid that thiy iy the reasow that thisy wawr
continues, we are so- sinful and so- cold and negligent
of our duty to-God that he iy punishing uy for our sing.
I cannot tell why it is that I feel as I do-today. My
heart is dead in trespasses and sing. My thoughty
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wander Like the fooly eyey to- the uttermost party of the
earth. Alay! There are timesy whew I doubt whether I
have beerv covwerted or not, trifley light ay air give me
pain and sway we ond: couse me to-lose sight of my
Saviowr's love: And thew I fall into- o dull tovpid state
fromvwhich I cannot arouse myself. But there iy
something thanks be to- god that con arouse those
dead faculties of mine:. Ol God thy spirit can fowv the
dying embers withine my poor dark heart and warm
and dduwminate it, thy love dear Jesus cowv restore all
the springs of my existence. Come thew celestial
visitant look upon my languishing, dying state. Ohl
Come into- my heart and dwell there:

April 21%:

comfortable. I have commenced teaching my little
negroesy on Sunday afternoons. I have a clasy of six
Little ones. I have only taught thew thiee evenings,
and they exhibit astonishing aptitude, and may God
blessy the effort to- do- something useful:

April 22"%:

Another cold day hasy dawned upon us, the wind blowy

really chilling: I awwfeanful of frost. Mawtha and

Tonuwny went to- Monticello- ow yesterday afternoon,
they have not yet returned. I wrote along letter to-my

dear Alexander ow yesterday but have not sent it not
knowing where to-dirvect it to- I think I shall keep it @
while or find out where he iy before I send it.
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April 23

My eyesight has now become so- impairved that I find
the use of the spectacles beneficial: My beloved
husband, oh what feelings overcome me when I first
took those spectacles from the desk; those glasses,
which were used by himvon his deathbed. Oh My poor
bleeding heauwt will it never stop aching for the loved
and lost? Did I say lost? Let me recall that
expression, not lost but only gone before. How oftew
expressing senlimenty and waiting and expecting to-
hear hin approving of and coinciding with. my
sentimenty, but cease fond heart to-look and wait for
those whomw God, has taken to- hinuself.: Oh! Rather let
my calling and election suwe. Strive to-do- my duty,
my whole duty, and not neglect those whom God hay
entrusted to- my care.

April 247

I thank God, for having prescried me through
beautiesy of thiy day, and now I trace these lines ny
at my openw window they are so-gentle and tame that
they will light on the railing of the banister. AW iy so-
quiet here that one could almost forget the tivring
eventy, which awe now being enacted inv owr beloved
country, but it iy impossible to-forget it long when we
have so- muich at stake.
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April 25™:

Time keepy ow ity monotonous tick; tick, ay the
penduwlum of the clock swings to-and fro; I have just
retuwrned from my morning's walk, and everything
weary the saume aspect ay onthe preceding day. I amv
almost tired of being pent up here in this quiet corner
and, not knowing at what moment some dreadful
disaster may befall those whomv I love so-dearly. And
they fawre so-havd while I live invease and, have o
blenty of the comforty and even lugwries of life. Oh/
That I could do- more for thew and my fellow
countrymen thaw I amvdoing. 1 feel that I have
nothing while so- many have gone ahead of me:

April 26%:

We last night heard that the company that went by
heve (o few weeks past) which were from Florida, got
immediately into- action with the Yankeey and their
Captairv got desperately wounded and the company
very much cut up and takew prisoners. Their Captairv
we hear hay takew the oath of allegiance to-the
Yankeesy and, iy returning home. Hiy name iy Capery
Bird. Hiy company consisted mostly of young mew
from Monticello:

April 27%:

Today isthe Lovdsy day, and no preaching arywheyve
invthe vicinity. We ave all at home:. I read one of

Spurgeons sermons aloud to-the children, the subject
way God the AW seeing one: I do-not feel this day as I



desire to-feel my heart seemy to-portoke of the feelings
of the weather cold and cheerless, it iy just so-that I
am. Ohl God bepleased to-breathe upow thiy heart of
mine, with-thy Holy Spirity quickening influence: Help
me to- avouse myself from thiy dull lethargy which iy
seeping over me, deow Lovd leave not to- myself take
not thy countenance from me. “Restore unto- me the
joy of thy salvation and uphold me with thy free
spirit.” I howve received a shovt letter from Winwy,
writtew fromAlbany. He has written for Israel to-go-to-
himv to-wait on brother Joe.

April 28%:

I arose thiy morning and found it way absolutely
necessawy for me to- send my cook and Ellerv into-the
field, inv ovder to- save my crop, as the first or oldest
corw iy very nmuch inthe grasy. Clara cooked the
divwner. I way afraid that it would give her av
headache ay she was not accuwstomed to-it, but she
insisted ovw doing it and succeeded very well: We ave
obliged to- make v great exertion aytwo-of my mairv
field hands ave downw with the measles. It iy with
M#MWMMI heard today of
the fall- of New Orleans, “the crescent city of the surnwy
south,” O My country, my bleeding country,
whenever I hear of any new victoriey gained by owr
bloody and deceitful enemies over any portion of thy
sacred soil my heawt trembles for thee. May the great
God, of nationy protect thee, and give thee help inthiy
thine howur of sorve need.
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April 29%;

Yesterday evening young Johuwv Tilmorv called to- see
the family; he iy home on furlough: I have agair sent
out all of the howse servanty into-the field. I expect I
will have to- do- so-for the next two-weeks. I have beew
so-busy all of the morning that I feel tired down.
Isvael will leave in av few dayy for Griffin, Ga. And I
must try and finish av pair of stockings I am to- send. to-
Wirnwny.

April 30™:

Everything jogs along today after the usual way,
nothing new hawing transpived withvus. Mr.
McDonald aurived, at his overseery house last night
(inv the stuge) Bobby teachers school this week; so-as to-
relieve Clawa who- hay been teaching for eight months.

May 1%:

Tonmuny iy quite sick with fever; he had anv attack of
sick- headache last night, and this morning he had a
chil Hix face iy very red, I think pevhaps he iy taking
measles, ay two-of the negroes now have that disease.
I hawve just had to-pay thwee and half-dolary to-av
negro- shoemaker for o pair of the conrsest kind of
shoes for Bobby. I amvafraid we will see hard tumey if
thisy waw lasty long.



May 3™

I made no-recovd, inv my book yesterday ay I went to-
ride inthe evening withv the children. We went to-the
lake hoping to-catch some fish, but in thiy we were
disappointed: However, the ride way beneficial to- us.
Four of my field handy are down sick with the measles.
I think now that Tomuwmy hay the measles also. We
heard that young James Hort had his head takew off
by abombshell at the battle of Shiloh. May God
comfort hix widowed mother. And this is waw, ------

May 4™

Today is the sabbativ. Tomwy is too sick for me to-
leawve him to- go-to- chuuwche Mawtha and Boblby went
but there was no-preacher so- it was well. enough that I
did not go: I received a letter yesterday fromv wy
father, inv which he advised me to- clainv my dower. 1
think I shall take hisy advice. He sayy that he thinks
that the enemy will take Charleston, Savarnnah
Mobile; and Novfolk. My brother also-wrote me o
letter, which I received yesterday. He saysthat if they
take Savannah he will not leave for he has no- where
else to-go; and all that he owny invthe world iy there,
and he would ay soov die ay lose everything that he
possesses: Well, we have falleww upow davk times; God iy
doing it for some wonderful design. O How mary
things will it teach wy. Inthe first place;, it will stir uy
up to-energy, self-denial; self-dependence, and yet o
trust inv God

Ina word, it will call out every dovrmant faculty. Ohd
Merciful Father of heaven and earth be with me this




give way to-despondency. Ohl Let me feel thy love
within my heauwt, grant me a strength sufficient for my
day.

May 5%

I hawve done little else today but nurse Tonuny who- is
very il indeed with-the measles: May a kind and
merciful God be pleased, to-bless the remedies made
wse of for his recovery.

May 6™:

Late yesterday evening, Misy Low Jones from
Thomasville drove up irvva buggy withe a Little black
boy to-drive her; she came to-get hospitad stores for the
sick soldiers. I amv glad that she came, asy I am
desivouy of sending something to-the soldiers myself. I
amvtruly thankful that little Tomuny seemy better
tonight.

May 8™:

I made no-recovd yesterday ay I way too-busy and I
forgot it. Tomuny hay got up, dressed and walkeds
troublesome. I will try to- make him take cave of
himuself for fear that he may take cold. I have
actually made o pair of shoes for myself, and anmv now
onthe second pair. I now have owthe first paiv that I
made and find them the most comfortable that I ever
had ov
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May 9%:

Ow yesterday morning Mr. Everelle came to-see me
about making my tax retuns. I asked him while he
way herve to- see to- the business of hawving my dower
assigned; and he promised he would: do-so. Towuny is
mending slowly of hizx coughi Lona has not yet taken
the measles. The sick negroey are also-recovering. 1
hobe they will be prudent. I have been busily engaged
i making myself some shoey and have finished o
second pair. I amvat alosyto-know what I shall do-
for negro- shoes thiy coming fall, ay shoes are selling so-
high that it would take all the movney I would make
Jjust to-buy their shoes. Today Mawtha and Clavaw went
to- Monticello- invthe buggy and they have just

have transpirved lately there:

May 10%:

Today as I way overhauwling Alex’s and Winny's
clothing my heart became very, very sad at the sight
of all of their things. How long since I hawve seen dear
Alex, and I was shaking one of Wivwwy’y coaty whew I
felt a roll of something in one of the pockety, thinking
it way av dried flower I way about to-thwow it out, but
as I chanced to-look at it I saw that it way money
which he had forgottenthere: I think I will send it to-
himv invv v letter. I amv about to-write fov the Chwistior
Index: I rveceived ovletter from Winwy today.

23



May 117

None of the family attended chuwrch today ay there
was no-preaching avwywhere around except at the
Methodist chuwch, and my cawriage driver iy doww
with the measles. I read a beautiful sermon aloud to-
the childvren, the text was from Job; “I would not live
albways.” I have gotten hold of an old voluwme which I
intend reading. I think it replete with instructions to-
the inquirer after truthi It iy called; “Cases of
Conscience.” May God help me to-profit by the close
examination and the holy teachings which it
imculcates. Ohd Holy Spirit divect me, operv my
wnderstanding, grant me dear Lovd spirituad wisdony
crosy daily, let not Satowv get the advantage of me at
any time; help me when I anvtempted. to- remember
Christ, and right then to-put up afervent prayer for
help. Be with me dear Lovd thwough each day that I
may be permitted to-live; Thow knowest all nmy
weaknesses, all of my frailties help me not only to- pray
but also-to-watch, to-guard myself against all of the
approachey of the adversary of souls.

May 127

Already have I yielded to-temptation. Forgottesvevery
good intentiov every good resolution. Sin, my
besetting sin hay again beew victoriouy. Alas! For
goods intentions. I confess to-awant of patience,
forbearance, and humility. Ohd My God help me; I amv
weak but thow aut strong; let me go- invthy strengii
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May 13™:

This morning Alfred came to- see me to-get a Little
piece of land from me to-plant some penderyorv. I let
hism hawe two- acres for nothing as he promised. to-keep
up the fence for me:. He brought me one of my
newspapers from the office but no-lettery. I way so
much invhopes of getting w letter from Alexander. The
weather hasy now set invdry and hot. The Negroes are
recovering from the measles, although there are some
who- hawe not yet takes it:

May 14%:

I got up this morning with a bad headache, and
corsequently everything went wrong withy me, and 1
imagined that everybody else way wrong: I have just
been reading some most excellent hinty relative to-
being invthe proper frame of mind: invthe morning
and being impressed with the love of Jesus before
the morning givey ity tone to-the rest of the day.

May 15%:

I hawve av very bad cold; thiy I suppose was the cause of
my yesterdaysy headache: Everything goey ow invthe
wisual routine. Swmmer seemy to-be not far off, the
flowery ave looking most beautiful, but my heart iy
troubled and sad about my boys. Dayy and weeky passy
and: I canvhear nothing from my sovwAlexander.



Moy 16™;

I wovked irv my gardewn this morning with-the hoe
wntil I became overheated, ay we had a light rairv
last night I way anious to-get the grassy oul of my
okra bed. It seemy ay though it would rairw agairu

Today iy the sabbath and all have gone to- church
except Lona and myself: Lona hay a bad cold and I
o st very hoarse:. Elleny one of our sexrvanty, wishes
to-joinv the church today. I should have liked to-have
been there to- have heard her relate hey feelings to-the
church: Her husbands cruel deatihvinduced her to-
seek the salvation of her soul. The children had a
race home with a fearful thunderstorm; they merely
had time to-get inthe howse before the rain came
down. Towuny came back with a bad headache; he
went to-sleep and. is now better.

May 19%:

No-news fromw my sonAlexander. There hay beenwav
great battle inVirginia. Oh Caw it be that he is
wounded, or even worse thanwthat, I dare not think.
Alas! Alag! That I shouwld have seev such times; and I
all alone with no-one to-comfort me inv my howry of
anxiety and susperse. No; no-I have my Jesus to-learv
upon; my faith shall look through these dark clouds to-
that bright land of happy rest beyond. thiy vale of
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May 20™:

Today Martha and Clara went to- Monticello; and
have not yet returned. I have not been well today
although I did not lie down, and I finished several
important pieces of sewing work which were
conumenced before. I feel the effecty of this tonight.

May 21%:

The girly have not yet returned from Monticello. What
cov have detnined them? I have made o pair of shoey
for Lona today. She iy most pleased with them: My
fingery owe quite sore from the effecty of it.

May 22"+

The girly came home last evening without accident.
What carv it be that so-depresses my spirity? Ohd How
cast downw I do-feel: Help me dear Jesus to- look away
fromv all these trialsy to-thee:

May 23

Thisy day one year ago my husband took his leave of
thigy eawth; invthis very roow fromwherve I now anv
sitting: Ohd May I be able ov permitted to-pass fromv
thiy deceitful world as tranquilly ay he did. And may
I meet hinw agairv inv the presence of my Saviowr and
hiy Sawiowr to- sing praises to- Him who- hay ramnsomed
ond redeemed uy wikiv his oww preciousy blood. Stil no-
newy canv I hear from either of my boys, and darker
and darker hangy the cloud of war over owr devoted
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land. I heard that Brother Joe's regiment had beew
ovdeved to-Richmond. Wirwy iy invthizy regiment but I
cannot hear where Alexander now i

May 24

This morning obened upow us stormy, and: it hay been
raining steadily all day. We sent to- mill today, but it
vained too- much for the servant to-go-to-the post
office. I do notthink I was ever more disappointed in
my Life as I was anxiously looking for a letter fromv
one or the other of my boys.

May 25%:

Thix iy the sabbativevening. No-one here went to-
neighborhood. Mry. Daniel and Misy Everelte are now
heve. The weather isx cool and cloudy and seems to-
promise move rair.. How awve my spiritual feelings
now? Alas! I can scarcely tell; such clouds and/
misgivings sometimes I feel o faint assurance and feel
almost strong ax if I could take the sweet and precious
promises inv Gody holy book for myself and hope that I
may be among the ransomed of the Lovd;, but whes I
view my imperfections, my vileness, my ingratitude; I
amvondy astonished that God bears withv me ay he
does. I confess that at thiy time there is nothing to-
cheer my inner heart, no-soul refreshing viewy of Jesus
love shed abroad: irvv my soul and iy luwrking ine my
inwmost nature; there ave some sing which it seemsy
almost impossible for me to-overcome. O Lovd help
me to-conguer the sing of my heart thwough Jesus.



May 26™:

Monday. The weather iy almost cold; the wind iy
blowing chilly. I fear thiy weather will produce chilly
and fever. The rain on Saturday way the most
acceptable rain I ever sow. Everything way drvied and
parched up. AW natwre iy refreshed although it iy so-
cold:. I do-not enjoy much spiritual comfort, I feel like
one groping avound in the dark with no-one to-lead
or direct them to-the right sowrce of comfort. Alas!
Why iy this the case with- me? Insgtead of growing ivw
grace I am sadly declining; my love is cold; my faith
is weak and wawvering. AW my energies ave stupid,
dudl;, dull; duwll, dead, in trespasses and sive. OhGod be
pleased, to-hear me now whew I cry unto-thee for the
sake of thy dear Son give me comfort inv my heaurt,
clear all the misty and doubty away from my mind
and make me to-know whether I am not o deceiver, o
hypocrite or whether I amv atrue child of thine:

May 27%:

Today I sent Tonuny to-the office hoping for v letter
fromv my boys, but Alas! For me I am again doomed, tor
disappointment. I will try and exercise patience ands
put my trust invGod.

May 28%:
This ix my daughter Clowa’y bivthday. She iy seventeerv
today. May God blesy my dear daughter and may she

grow up to-be a blessing to- many, ay she has thuy for
beenv one to-me. I do- not feel well today as I was up

29



untid av late howr last night waiting for the stage to-
come for Mr. Maddew the keeper of the hotel irv
Monticello, who- came inthe stage yesterday to-see me
o business.

May 31%:

No-record invtwo days have I made in my journal ay
circumstonces prevented my doing so. Ow yestevday
Lizz Anwv and Misy Cowrie Clawke came to-see us. Mr.
Mcl ntosh also- came invthe movning they all dined
here. Ligyand Missy Carrie tayed all night. Clara way
taken quite sick in the night, I had to-get up and get
medicine for her; she iy still sick: I also-feel quite

June 1%;

Thiy is Sunday evening. The family all went to- chuwrch
today except Clara and myself, neither of usy being
well: I wishvall could hove gone as I amvtold that Mr.
Jordawn preached an excellent discourse. I had the
satisfoctiow of receiving o letter o yestexday from my
dear sonwAlexander. It iythe first time I have heard
fromvhimv invav long; long time. My poor by, he writes
that he sees havd times, and: iy inv v most dangerous
situation, and he did not know whether his letter
wouldd ever reach me ay commumnication would soor
be cut off. Alas! I know not what to-do. My heart and
faith are both - weak; very weak, no-comfort cowv I find
whew I pray, all iy dark: Whew I read I feel
condewmned ow account of my sing. I cuw
inva low state: My head hay ached all day and Oh So-
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troubled about everything ay I amu. Oh Lovd save me
or I perishi. ON For a gleaw of hope for av small
particle of faithy; Oh Holy Spirit breathe upov the
dead heart of mine and if I have never knoww my
Sawviowr Jesusy Chwist dvaw me to-thy dear Sovw. Opewv
my heart and understanding to-a more intumale
knowledge of thee, help me to-love thee with aperfect
love fov Christ’'s sake:

June 2n%:

After along very dry and hot spell of weather we were
visited thiy evening by a refreshing shower. I have
beenv unwell all day but feel av little better tonight for
which I am thankful.

June 5%:

Nothing of any importance hawving trowspived since
Monday I have neglected to- write inv my jowrnal. I
sent Tomvto- Grooverville thisy morning inv hopes of
getting a letter but he brought nothing for usy bul two-
newspapers. Yesterday I read through a book by

“Chawlotte Eligabeth,” it was the siege of Dewey. I way
deeply interested v it.

June 8*;

This iy the sabbath and I have just finished reading a
sermovvto-the children. I wastakes inthe night with
a dreadful headache and had to-wake up Martha

who- slept withv me to- rulr my head: She way very kind
and did av great moawny things to-velieve me. I o st
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very weak and nexvous. Ohl How undeserving amv I of
the mawy blessings which God hay giverw me, av
comfortable home, affectionate childven, and kind
servanty to-attend me whenw I anw sick, how much
better off thanw many in ouwr land who- have beew
drivenv fromv their peaceful homes and home comforty
to- seek homes among strangersy while all they possessed
are invthe hands of the inwadery of owr soil. I have
Jjust done teaching catechism to- my Little negroes.
Mawtha retiuned from the Methodist chuuwch and
brought the papery inv which iy mentioned that the sovw
of Mr. M. Lawton of Charleston way severely wounded
at the battle of Pocatoligo. The papers also- mentiow
among the slain at the battle near Richwmond, Major
Call of Florida: Merciful God protect my boys amid the
thick- danger arownd them, to-whom but thee carv I
look? Ohy, my God thow knowest all: of my heart’y
offerings for my loved ones. If their bodies must perish
my Father forbid that their imwmortal souly be lost.
Nothing is impossible with Thee. OM But give me faitiv
to-trust thee even though these doark clouds
overshadow wy.

June 11%;
Ay everything continuey to jog along herve ivvowr quiet
home invpretty much the saune style from day to-day, I

shall not write as ofteww as I have beew doing in my
Jjouwrnal.
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June 12%;

Yesterday evening Mr. Everette and his wife called to-
see uy. I gave Mr. E tew dollaws to-procure salt for me;
as theve iy a compary formed for the purpose of
manufactuwring that article for the benefit of the
suwrrounding country. I have made two- more paivy of
shoes;, one for Lona and one pair for myself. I think
that I improve inv making then

June 157

Sabbath evening the childrenw went to- church today to-
hear brother Blewet ay this was his regular preaching
day, but there was no-preaching as the pastor way
absent. I have just done teaching my little negroes
their sabbathvlessons. I feel very dull today. Nothing
hay the effect o my heart whichv I desive. Sin, sinvthat
leading e captive, o willing captive to-Satan, and
what iy worse to- me, leading off from my Jesus. Oht
That I could cast out from my heart these easily
besetting sing, and learn to-deny myself daily and
howrly and take up my cross, yes take the crosy of Jesus
into- my heart and walk invthe light of hiy
countenance. Help me dear Lovd to- have move of thy
meek and heavenly spirit about me; enable me to-
walk: move closely with thee and to-guard myself at all
pointy from the assaulty of the enemy of souls:
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June 17%:

Yesterday was Bobby's bivthday. Heway 15 yeary of
age. Today hay been more like a fall day than
summmer. A cold drigzly rainchay been all day withv
wind driving fromv the novtheast.

June 21%;

Thix is now Satuwrday evening: I have just laid aside
my sewing feeling rather tived:. On Thuwsday I sent
Tommy to-the office for the papers and he got caught
v an awful storm:. He had to-go-up to-Mr. Lintons,
and Mry. Linton way very kind to-take off his wet
Jjacket and dry it for hinw I hawe indivectly heard
from my dear sonvAlexander, he iy neawr Richmond, 1
suppose Winwy will soon joivv hinu

June 22"%;

Sabbath-evening. No-one of the family went to- chuwch
today ay there was no preaching avywhere
contiguowy to-uy. I read the childvenw aloud a
beaudtiful discourse, The text was “For ye know the
grace of owr Lovd Jesuy Chwist who-thought he was rich
yet for our sakes became poor - that we thwoughv his
poverty might be made rich:” The subject iy handled
i v masterly manner by the eminent divine who-
delivered it. My mind iy irvv v confused. state; my
spiritual state iy for from being ay I could desirve.
Doubtings and misgivings dark and gloomy feelings
have again takev possession of my heawt. Hay God
taken hiy holy spirit from me ow account of my sing?
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Oh For aheavenly smile of love to-light my way. Lovd
bless me this evening and enable me to-rise withv love
feary removed.

June 25%;

I wrote o letter to- my father o yesterday and, inv the
evening I received one from my deowr sonAlexander.
It relieved my mind o great deal. He was inv
Richmond, hawving arrived therve just after the battle
of Chichicakahoming; he sayy he assisted in removing
the wounded soldiery from the ambulances and that
many have died since the battle. He says that the
ladies of Richwmond were very kind to-the wounded,
tenderly dressing their wounds, and brushing away
the fliey fromthenu He sayy they are onthe eve of av
great battle:

June 28™;

This has beenw an unconmumonly hot day. I went to-ride
thiy evening in the buggy with Bobby. I went to-my
dear husbandy grove, Ohd Lovd enable me to-live the
life of the righteous that wmy last dayy may be like his.

June 29™;

This is the sabbath and none of uy went to-chuwch it
being the fifth Sunday in the montivthere was no-
preaching invany of the churches. I received avletler
fromv dear Wirwy; he iy invAtlantny, Ga., withv his
Uncle’y regiment. He saysy he iy ovderly. I read o
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sermov aloud today by Dr. Crawford of the Mercer
University. It way invthe Christioww index. The subject
way the education of young ministers. The Index
conting many wseful and instructive pieces. Shall I
alwayy write bitter things against myself? Ohd Cawvl
never feel the sweet strong consolationy of the precious
promises of Jesus to-be mine? My heart, my deceitful,
vair treacherous heart, truly doth the tempter know
each unguarded paut. O Sow of righlteowsness owise
with - healing o thy wings and shine into- thiy poor
cold lifeless heaut. Oh Shew me my sing and help me
to-repent of them: O Feed me with the bread of Life,
and let me drink of the watery of salvation, for “evenv
as the heart pantetiv after the water brooky so-pantetiv
my soul after thee O God..”

Judy 1%

Mr. Everelte rode over today to-bring the newy of the
opening of the great and long expected battle of

Richmond. The fight iy still going ovw. My heast
trembles for my son, my darling boy. Ohl God protect
himy, nothing ix impossible with thee dear Father and
he i as safe onthe field of battle ay if he werve at

July 4

Well the anniversary of Americar independence hay
agaiv rolled- avround and the war is still raging; the
fought at Richmond, bul we can gain no-particulary
only as the telegrams reach wsy inthe Morning Newy
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from Savannad. Last night I received av letter fromv
my dear sovvAlexander, he writey on the eve of badttle,
he says he belongs to-General Hills division, and I see
by the papers that they were inthe most dangerous
part of the fight. Merciful God! Shield my child thow
Lovd remember thy former loving-kindnessey and
hear me now. O Let not my hopes be blasted, for
Jesuy sake Amerv.

July 6™

The family with the exception of myself went to-the
Baptist chuwch today and heard brother Jordovw
preach: This stade of suspense is truly awful to- me;
about the fate of my beloved child. I caw gain no-
information about hivvat all, I see by papery that the
beew published, nor have I had any lettery from him.
I feel so- nervous;, watchful and excited that at times I
can scowrcely understond what I am reading whew I
tuke a book to-read. The blessed book of God: iy the
only one that brings consolation and evew that wheyv
I read it; it iy with fear and trembling lest I am too-
presuwmptuouy in supposing that those sweet promises
caw be for such o vile lwpocrite ay I amu. Truly I may
sing with the poet, “I would not live always thuy
fettered by sin, Temptationsy without, covruptiony
within, E'enw the rapture of pawdow iy blended withe
fears, And the cup of thanksgiving withv penitent
tears.” O Lovd grant me faith to-trust thee even
through these clouds. Give me but faith to-rest upor
and all will be- well with- me: Help me to-look to-Jesus
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and find him graciouy to-my soul. O Help me to-
overcome the sinfulnesy of my covrupt nature. Help me
- thwough himvthat hathv conquered and died to-
redeem wy to-whom be the glovy and honowr world
without end; amen

July 7%

Not one word from my beloved son; still day after dovy
dragy heavily along, and I can neither by letter or
newspaper gainvthe least intelligence. Oh The
unspeakalble horror of thisy suspense. Deaw Jesus wilt
thow not relieve my wounded heart? Ohl Hear the

trembling supplications of a poor unhappy mother?
July 8%

I amv il without any informatiow relative to- my
dear son. I see by the papers that the ground way
covered with the heaps of the dain. And thix iy called
the greatest battle of the present century. How thew
dave I hope that my child hay escaped? - Be il fain-
despaiving heart and know that the Lovd iy God and/
s present to-help everywhere:

July 9*:

I have not yet heard the result of the great battle, that
iy the casualties, and no- news fromv my son. While at
my private devotiow thiy morning I felt very happy.

Oh How preciouy did my sawviowr feel to-my heart. I
feel anv inner strengthening; trudy my heoaut iy
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0o vefreshed: OW Blessed Sawviour let not sinv drive away
the sweet influences of thy spirit.

July 10™:

This morning Clara rode over to-Dr. Godfrys and got
the “Morning News.” It contained nothing very
important. I sent Will to-the office but have received
no-letters, norv any newy from my sovw I anm s0- nervous
I cawv scarcely do-anything: Ohd God be pleased to-
hear me and grant me faith to-believe that thow wilt
sawve my poor sovw amid the thick danger by which he
iy surrounded.

July 12%:

Ell] This is Saturday evening and st no- newy frovw my
beloved boy. This terrible suspense iy to- me almost
wnendurable. Ohi My poor heart aches for my child:
Shall I ever behold himv againy my furst-born, my
darling son. OW God be not angry with me but listerv
inv mercy to-my cry and sparve my child.

July 13™:

This iy the sabbath. I awoke thisy morning with-a bad
headache and instead of getting better; it increases
inv getting worse. I really hope it may be easy enough

for me to-read a sermow to-the children ay none of
them have gone to-chuuwch today .
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July 15%:

On Sunday forenoow I received a letter from dear
Wirvwy, who- iy now invthe state of Tennessee withivn av
shovt distance of the enemy; and he expecty soon to-be
inv anv engagement, but dear boy his trust and hope iy
invthe “Rock of Ages,” and a well grounded hope 1
believe it to-be:. But fromv my dear Alexander I have
not received the faintest tidings since the great battle
before Richmond, and stil I hawve to-bear thiy terrible
suspense. I believe that God is the same everywhere,
but O At times my faithv is very weak, terror and fear
get hold uponw me and I ask myself what right I have
to- think that God will heawr my pefition whew so- many
who- awre better, Ohd So- much better thaw I o have
their hearty wrung withvanguwish. SGALI can but go-to-
Himvfor I have no-wherve else to-go. And may he grant
me move of hiy grace inv my heort, a more huwmble
reliance on hiny and move resignation to- hiy divine
will irv aldl things:

July 16%:

I awoke thisx morning withv a return of my headache:
I sent to-the office but I anmv agaiv deeply
disappointed. Oh God enable me to-look through
these trialy to-thee and find strong consolation inv
trusting thee.

July 17%:

Ow yesterday Martha went to- Thomasville to-try and
gaiv some information about dear Alexander ay



there are several from that place who-belong to- Cobby
Legion and perhaps they may have heard. May the
good Lovd permit me to- hear from my dawrling sov
Miss Savah Godfry came to-see me yesterday evening to-
know if I had heard from hex brother as he was withv
my sorny but Alas! I could give thew no- salisfactioru
How mary desolate homes, how many aching heawrty
hays this awful wowr prodaced.

July 18%:

This day one year ago- my two- sons left their peaceful
homes for the tented battlefields. Martha retuuwned
home this morning from Thomasgville with. but little
news that could salisfy. It iy rue she heard that Dr.
Eadon wrote home from Richmond that all of the
Thomas Co- boysy were safe: I have just received o letter
fromv my dear father, he iy very uneasy about my dear
sovn also-

July 19%:

I sent to-the office agair yesterday but received no-
lettery fromv either of my two-boyys. I wrote avletter to-
may be that I may hear fromv my childrew.

July 20%:

Today iy the Lovd’'sy day. I went to-the Baptist chuwch
and heawd Brother Blewet preach. Hiy discourse way
chiefly about the feowr of the: Lovd. After the sermov we
had conwmunion, thiy iy the first time that I have
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conmmuned. since the death of my beloved husband.
The day way extremely hot and the road very dusty. I
do not think that I ever suffered ay much with the
heat ay I did inv going to-church;, but inv coming home
it clouded up threatened to- rain all of the way, and
just ay we got into-the houwse v tremendous storm came
up, it way attended by a high wind and. severe
thunder and lightening. I have heard from my deoawr
sonvAlexander. Blesy the Lovd Ohd My soul for hiy
greal mercy; my child’y life hay been most
miraculously preserved amid the clash of arms;, the
thunder of artillery, and the destructiow of thousands
unharmed. Oh God hear me this sabbath morning
when I pour oul my heowt to-thee for the conwersiovw of
my eldest son. Oh Father let some kind of corwiction
haus found peace and pardorv inv Jesus:

July 21%:

Martha went in the stage which came up to-the house
for her thisy afternoov at four o’clock fromv Groover
Statiow from there she expecty to-go-on to-Atlant to-
spend. one or two- months. I hope she may arrive safely
at her destinatiovv I felt quite badly at her going
without a protection but there was no-help for it, and
trust that God will protect her.

Judy 24%:

I went to-the office but received nothing. Clawra rode
over to-Dr. Godfreyy to-get the wordy of a song from




Misy Godfrey and heard that the company Winuy way
invhad been engaged inv avv action with-the enemy
and twenty had got killed. I can hear nothing
definite fromv either of my boyy as they have not
writtenw to- me. The weather iy becoming wet and we
have thunderstormy every day. OW Lovd divect wy

thoughty and actions this day.
July 27%:

Today iy the Lovds day and as there way no-preaching
inv the neighlborhood except at the Primitive Baptisty
none of uy went out. I read a sermon to-the childven;
the text way “God commendetiv hiy love to- uy invthat
while we were yet sinnery Chwist died for us.” Oh This
delightful theme; the love of Chwist, he died for poor
sinnery not for the righteous. OM May I not be saved
since my Sawviour died for me who-amvthe very chief of
sinvners? Thix blessed faithful saying that Chwist Jesus
came into-the world to- sawve sinnery of whow I amn
chief will surely clear away the dark doubty from my
troubled heast. Lovd I believe; help thow mine
wnbelief: Oh! Lovd forgive my sing for Jesus sake.
When I reflect upon thine awful majesty my mind iy
filled with undefined fear and terror unlesy Jesus
Christ the rock that was cleft for me hide me. Oh!
Where shall I flee to? Come Lovd, Oh Save me or I
perish; “In my hand no-price - I bring simply to-the
crosy I cling:” O Cast me not away; let me feel thy
love sustaining me. That perfect love which will cast
out fear.
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July 29%:

Ow yesterday morning Mr. Everelte came over and
brought me the money for my cotton which he had
sold for me: It sold for fifteen centy per pound; I never
I wrote a letter to- my sowAlexander today and one to-
my brother Winborn. There iy a report that the “Dixie
Boys” are takev prisoner by the Yankees. Dr. Daniell
belongs to-the company. I really hope that he is not
taken prisoner for it would almost kill his poor young
wife: I see by the papersthat Col. Lawton sy cavalry
distinguished themselves at the taking of
Murfreesburough; Tevwu I supposethat wmy dear
Winny has been engaged inv v battle: It iy impossible
to- heaw fromv himv now ax he iy invthe enemies country.

July 31%:

Tonmuny way takew sick with the fever yesterday. He has
beew looking badly for some time past. I gave him o
dose of calomel and ipecac and he seemy much better
thisy morning: I sent to-the office hoping to-get o letter
but have not yet received a line from Alexander and I
scarcely expect to-get one fromWinwy as he iy
continually ow the march and hay no-opportunity tor
wride.

July 31%: Afternoonw
I have at length received o long looked for letter of

Alexander’y giving me o full descriptiow of the awful
battlesy inwhich he was engaged. Poor fellow, what




nmust have beenv hiy feelings amid those tevrible and
tremendouy scenes? He sent the photographic likenessy
of v northerw lady which he took out of the Yankee
campy after they had retreated and their and storves,
etc:, fell into-the hands of our own brave men. He sayy
that he never expected to-see another suwvwise and
wondered how it was that he escaped alive. Indeed
my sov hay beenv through the most awful battlesy that
have ever beexv fought on this continent. He says that
he walked to-the battlefield the morning after the
battle and there he saw a sight which he never
expected to-see, o ghastly, horrible spectacle; he saw
dead men and plenty of themy both southerners and
novtherners.

Ol My God let these tevvible scenes through which my
sonv has passed cause hin to- divect his thoughty to-
thee. OW Let hinv not become hardened. Ohi My God,
unttl he has found peace and pardow thwough the
merity of o crucified Saviour.

August 17

Tomumy had the fever all day until late thiy evening:
Today a regiment passed, heve ovvtheir way to-the seal
of the- waw. Night hay drawwn her cuurtoivv over owr il
earthi. OW Lovd keep us safe thiy night secure fromv
every L.
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August 2™ Satwrday Night

Today we had a rainy which way very much needed. I
sent to-the office but received nothing but o
newspaper. Tonmuny was a great deal better today
although I think he ix disposed to-fever tonight. Oh/
Lovd help me to-call irnv my wandering thoughty and
affections this night and place them upow thee, the
only good. supreme

August 3%:  Sabbath day evening

This hay been av day of suffering to- me both physically
and mentally. My head ached intensely all day; and
dear little Towuwmy hay beewv very sick indeed:. He seems
o little easier thisy evening: Mr. Everette called to-see
me thiy afternoon to-let me know that he would stowt
to-Virginia tomorrow evening: He iy going to-bring
his son Johuwv who- is very il at Gordonsville; where he
way left by the- army. I amv invhopesy that he may sees
Alexander I shall try and write a few lines to- himv and/
send it by Mr. Everette who-has kindly offered to-take
any little thing to-himv that I may wish to-send. 1
hawve felt so- unwell all day that I carv scarcely read;
my mind iy much troubled; Ohd Lovd strengthen me

and support me:

August 57

Today s Tuesday. Ow yesterday evening I took
Tonmuny (who-was well enough to-walk about) to-ride

invthe buggy; we went to-Dr. Godfreyy to- get some tonic
medicine for Tonumy. I got the doctor to-prescribe for
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himy, but he has the fever again today. It seems to-be
every other day fever. Ay near ay I liveto-Dr. Godfreyy
I never way there before yesterday.

August 6™

Tomuny iy much better today, although he looks badly.
I sent to-the doctors this morning for move medicine.

I shall try very hawrd to-keep off his fever this evening:

Mrs. Jones came over thiy evening to-see me about my
clothv which she iy weaving for me.

Auguut 97

This has beevww one of the hottest dayy of this seasov
Yestevrday I received two- letters, one from Mawtha who-
iy inAtlantow and writey me that she intends taking o
school there if she can succeed in getting fifteen
scholary, the other being from my brother’s wife, Sarah
Lawton of Savarnmad:. Mry. Tilmoww came to- see me ovw
Thuwsday and spent the morning with- me. She saids
she had come to- me for sympathy ay she knew that I
woudd yympathize with her ay I had two- sony invthe
army. The poor soldiery invVirginia have very Little to-
eat and had nothing for two-days. Ohd My God have
mercy onthenmu O That I could only send themw

something:
August 16™;
This is Saturday. Well, there iy no-raivv yet, althougiv

the clouds still hover awound and all nature is
parched and languishing for the want of ravin. I
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know that God will send i inv hizx own good time. Ow
yesterday morning Mry. Lintow and old Mrs. Behwv
cane to-see me. Mry. Lintow told me of a battie that
hay recently been fought invVivginia under Stonewall
Jackson; and for what I know my dear Alexander may
have beew ivv another engagement. Alas! Alas! Thiy
awful waw. My poor heaut iy kept irv v continual state
of suspense and excitement and thew there iy poor
dear Winny. I have never heard av word from hin
since he went to- Tennessee. Ohl God I cast my cares
upown thee alone for I believe that thow heavest me.

August 17™:

Today iy the Lovds day and being the day that we
have preaching irnv owr chuwrch inv Grooverville, Clarar
and Lona went and heard Brother Blewet preach: I
had to- tay at home with Tonuny who-was quite sick
last night. Bobby also- stawyed at home as he hasy a sove
foot and carv not wear a shoe. I received along letter
fromv Mawrtha today. It way indeed a beautiful letter;
it camsed me to- shed teary. I amvtruly glad that dear
Mauwtha is where she can Listew to- such excellent
preaching oy she writesy me about. Oh That we could
hawve refreshing fromv the presence of the Lovd, I read
of delightful seasons inv different party of Georgiow irv
the columng of the Christiany Index, why iy it that we
awve so- cold and dead, theve has never beevw a revival
inv o church since we have joined it. Lovd revive us,
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August 197

Thiy iy now the third day since the weatiher hay tuwned
remarvkably cool for the time of year. Ow Saturday
last about the middle of the day there way every

appearance of awvowful storm, the wealher way
interusely hot and sultry. The atmosphere suddenly
became cool and kept getting colder and has
continued so-untitl today. We hawe to- have fires invthe
rooms. Last night there was a-comet visible, so-I was
told, I did not see it myself: The drought iy very
severe: We've had no-raivv inv o lengtivof time and
everything needing it so- much: My gardew iy literally
burned up. It isy distressing to-see planty (which so-
lately were growing so- beawtifully) with their yellow
parched leaves. The whole potato- crop looks ay it will
be ruined. Oh Lord all things are invthy hands; thow
knowest what iy best for us.

August 22"

We are now having a light sprinkle of rain and ay the
clouds hang hovering I amwv invhopes that the parched
earth may be revived once move. Today iy Friday and
as I hawve received no-lettery or papers this week I
beginv agaiv to-feel anwious. I have beevvvery bugy
this week with- my work. It iy o great blessing to-have
plenty of work to- do- and. to- be- well enough to-do- it.
There iy nothing like it to- drive away anxiows feeling.
Oh! Lord enable me to-live this day invthe proper
discharge of my duties and enjoy thy sweet presence.

49




Auguat 24

This is the sabbath and owing to-the sickness of
Tonuny and Lona none of usy went to- church although
I should not have gone myself ay I never go-to-the
hawrdshell Baptisty meeting and theve was no-
preaching anwywhere else. I received a letter from
dear Winwy yesterday evening the letter being written
a monthvago, he sayy he has been in two- battles, and
that he had beew living invhis saddle for & month. He
wrote me a glowing account of the taking of
Murfreesborough. He sayy being inva badtle iy not all
ity cracked up to-be, for he came very near being shot
seveval times. He sayy he could smell the bally pasy
under hix nose, but thanks to-aw all wise providence
he came out safe ond sound. I have read three
sermong today. I read a beautiful one by Debow
aloud to-the childreny and another by Spurgeon; the
text was, “He was wounded and bruised for our
transgressions”’, Ohl God the love of God for poor
fallexww mon. Owr whole lives should be indeed devoted
to-ouwr God. OM My Lord help me to-love thee move
than I do, here let me onthe sabbath evening renew
my covenant with thee, accept dear Sawviour thiy poor
worthlessy heart of mine. Oh! Jesus my hearty desive iy
for thee: OW Tuwrn not away from me: If there be any
secret sing inv me;, help me to find thew out and
overcome thewy I humbly beseech thee.

August 267

My Little Lona hay been quite dl ever since Sundavy.
She hay pnewmonio:. I was up withyher nearly all of
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Sunday night and also-the best of last night, but
thank God: she appeary much belter thiy evening: I
hope she may get a good nighty rest tonight, as I feel
very badly from losing so- much rest, and I never sleep
invthe day. AW of the children arve ailing and look
badly. They have violent colds. The weather has been
cloudy and threatening a storm for two-or three days,
we hawe had some rain lately but not a- great deal.

August 297

Again hay my daughter Lona had o most violent and
distressing diness. She took afresh cold and had a
discharge of bloody matter which raw out of botivher
eary. Last night way the first night that I have rested
the whole night in six nighty. We have a great deal of
sicknesy at thisy time. Tomuwny and Bobby are both sick,
also-several of the servanty. I way afraid that I would
be soon takew sick myself I felt so-badly all day
yestevday from losing rest. But I thank God that I feel
much better today. We ave now having o great deal
of rain, after along drought in which it seemy ay if
everything would burn up it hay become a regular
rainy spell: O That ouwr hearty which awve witheved:
and parched may be visited with showery of divine
grace.

August 31%;

This is the sabbath and I went to- our chuwch where inv
Grooverville I heard ar excellent discourse y o
minister from Soutiv Cawolina, aMr. Childs. I think I
remember to- have seexnv himw wheav I way quite young-
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He told me that he knew many of my relatives. I way
much impressed with his sermon. He said we should
humble ourselves under the mighty hand of God, and
we must cast all our caresy uponw himy for he caretivfor
us. I received avlong letter yesterday from dear
Winwy. He iy inv v perilouy situation inv Tennessee, but
Kl he iy inv God's hands. Today I received a letter
fromv my deawr old father. It iy such o comfort to-me to-
receive: lettery fromvthose I love. No-newy ay yet from
my dear sonAlexander. Oh That I had faith to- trust
the Lord at all times; to-cast all my cares upow hivm
and. to- feel and. believe that he careth for me. Oh/
Lovd help me to-love thee for alas! I feel that I do- not
love thee asy much ay I love the perishing things of
time: Ohd Warm up these frozen faculties of mine and
let me joy and rejoice in thee.

September 2"

I rode over to-Mr. Everette’s today. Clara went with
me. We spent quite o pleasant morning theve. After
divwer I worked irv my garden: Planted some beely
and seed hat Mr. Everette gave me; also-planted some
other seeds:

September 5

Thiy morning as I was out attending to-my business, a
servant handed me av note from Mry. Linton and av
letter fromv Mawtha. I have writtew two- lettery since
dinner and as they were botivlong lettery I feel quite
tured.

52



September 77

Thiy iy the sabbath and my two- youngest childres
being not well enough to-go-to- chuwrcivI preferved to-
sty withthew so- as to- read to- them and: instruct
them I read a sermon, the text was “Jesus Christ the
same; yesterday, today and forever.” OW Blessed text,
Lord, be pleased. to-blesy it to- my soul: Ohl Help me to-
comprehend more fully the deptiv of the love of Chwist.
Lovrd I am but a seeker of thy love and thow has
promised that those that seek thee shall find thee.
Lovd thy promises awe firm ay eternity. Dear Lovd do-
not turn away from my supplication. Show me how to-
seek thee aright, clear away the dark misty and
doubty from my mind, and help me to-know who I an
Lord: I amv poor ignovant creature, enlighten my
dawknesy and enable me to- look beyond, this dark veil
of teawy to-that bright world where Jesus reigng inv
glovy. Oh Help me to-feel happy and secure invthe
love of Jesus. Lovd thow hast said: if we knocked it
shouwld be opened to-us. I have knocked dear Lovd, be
pleased to-open to- me. I have asked O Let me receive
thy love abundantly inv my heart. Nothing but love
and mercy dear Lord I crave:

September 147

Again the sabbath hay rolled avound and I have
made no-recorvd inv my jouwrnal during the week ay
nothing of much interest hay occurred. Brother
Blewet caume to- see me ovvWednesday. I was very glad
to-see hinu It iy refreshing to- have Chwistiar friends
visit us. Ow yesterday we received a letter from dear
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Wirnvwy. I e thankful that my dear child iy doing so-
well and that hiy rough soldiery life agrees with him
He wrote on Yankee paper which had the old flag of
the United Statey on it. He sayy he hay beew irv
another engagement with the enemy which makes
three since he hay beenw inv Tennessee:. I way deeply
disappointed at not getting w letter from my dear
Alexander. OW It hay beew such avlong; long time
since I hawve heard from him: And there has beerv
another awful battle fought since he wrote to-me. Oh/
My God take my child under thine Almighty care and
protection and give me faithvto-trust thee evenw though
all looky davk around me; O Let me hear thee gendly
whispering peace troubled soul. Be still; cast thy cares
uporv me. I will never leave thee nor forsake thee.

September 19™

Yesterday was o day appointed by the president ay a
day of thanksgiving o account of the great victory
on the memorable plaing of Manasses. Thiy iy now the
second victory of our army ow the field of my beloved
son? I hawve not heard one word:from hiw since he
left Richimond: I see by the papers that owr victorious
army has crossed. the Potomac and mawched, into-the
state of Mawyland: Owr armies inv Tennessee and:
Kentucky have been equally successful: Truly we have
cause for thanksgiving to-God: O Lovd grant uy

pea.ce.c
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September 21%:

Thiy iy again the sabbath and a very rainy day. Just
such o day ay last sabbath and the family in
covuequence arve prevented from going to-chuwch. Thiy
is Brother Blewel’s day to-preach in Grooverville. Ohd
Lord help me to-be invthe right frame of mind today.
Help me to-be elevated in feeling above these
groveling things of eawth. Let no-worldly cares
obtrude thenuelves into-my mind: I feel that I amv
Powerlessy without the assistance of the Holy Spirit. 1
also-feel my own weakness;, and know that I anmv liable
to- fadl at any time. Alas! Whewn I review my actions I
feel condemmed; and amazed at the forbearance of
God. Iy it possible that such a dull senselessy clod of
eartivay I anv should presume to-call myself a child of
God? I that anv so-easily provoked, so-apt to-judge
wrongly, so-apt to-speak harshly, so-unloving in my
nature, and yet so-very, very selfish that a child might
teach me generosity. It can not surely be true that I
amv v Christian for the meek and the humble follower
of Jesus could never reflect any but the image of hix
Saviowr. OM That I could feel that nothing has power
to- draw me away from my Saviour, neither cares, nor
at all, but my whole life be spent inv loving and
adoring him.

September 22"
Thiy iy Monday. I received w letter from my dear

Mavtha ow yesterday. She doesy not seem to-be very
well: I hope it may nothing sevious. St no-news
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fromv my boys. I se by the paperythat the division of
the army that Alexander iy attoched to- iy in
Maryland, but I have not heard from him since the
great buttle of Manasses. How different ave my
feelings to- what they used to-be. Iy it possible that we
carv get used to- misery? And reading of awful battles,
and living inv v state of continual suspense; anviely
and excitement, not knowing at what moment we
may hear of some dreadful disaster? There iy one
thing for wy to-beaw inv mind;, and that is that Gods
holds our destinies inhis hand, and as he iy a prayer
hearing and a prayer avswering God; we are not to-
cease supplicating him in behalf of owr country, and
those whow we so-tenderly love who- are exposed to-war
and ity attendant evils:

September 23

Thisz day would have: been my beloved husbands
birthday. Had he lived he would have been fifty-thiree
yeary old. I feel sad and O So-lonely today. I amwv
not well; for several dayy I have beeww indisposed.
although I am going aboul attending my domestic
duties. Knowwonly to-my God ave the deep troubles of
my heart, and to-Himwonrld I conunit my ways.

September 28™:

Today iy the sabbathvand no-preaching ay wsual these
times. It iy indeed o rave thing to-have preaching
now; for thiy awful war seemy to-engrosy everything;
etc. Owr pastor iy engaged invthe salt businesy and iy
seldowv at home. Ow yesterday evening I read a letter
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which Johw Tilman wrote to- his mother, he was in the
state of Mawryland: He said that he had seenv my sonva
few dayy before he had writtew and that he was well.
It was very kind, inv Mry. Timan to- send me one of her
son'y lettery to-read and I am grateful to-her for
doing so. Two-of my house servanty ave quite sick with
the fever. I see by the Savarnnah papers that General
Lawton was wounded. inv av battle in Maryland and iy
reported that hix whole brigade hay beew captured by
the enemy. If this is the case theve will be- woe and/
anguish i many avfamily. Johw Everelte and Johwv
Tidmarv are both inv Lawtow'y brigade. God grant that
it may not be true:

September 30%:

Today iy o real sumuner day. No-signs of fall or
autnuwv yet. The bivdsy ave making the air vocal with
the flowery ave wearing their richest tinty of coloring,
and the blue sky above smiles calmly over us as there
were no- such thing ay sivv and sorvow and suffering in
the world. But alas! For thisy momentowy delusion,
only cast the eye around o Little fowther from here
and what scenes meet yow at every step. What woe,
peaceful land. Poor bleeding country if yow ever do-
gairv independence how many preciowy Livey will be
sacrificed to-obtwin it. O God have mercy ovv s,
and may the people leawrn righteouwsness whilest thy
judgementy abroad.
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October 1%;

Nothing has trawvspired lately to-break the quiet
monotony of our lives at home; except the sickness of
Angeline and Grace. They are better today. Oh That
I could only say that it was quiet inv other pauty of the
country, but these things are inthe hands of God.

October 2"

I hawe just received a letter fromv my dear sow
Alexander. He writes me from Maryland. He says he
passed. safely through the awful battle at Manasses
and another one since then. O Lord I thank thee
for having permitted me to-hear from my beloved
child once more and that he iy still safe. Father into-
thy handy I conunit thew boti

October 5™

This iy the sabbath. The weather iy very hot and dry.
This morning I way suwprised at seeing a nuwmber of
soldiery going by our avenue. Bobby walked doww to-
inquive what way their destination ay they were going
the opposite way from that which they wsually went.
They told him they were on the way to-Jacksorwille,
Florida, to-retake it if they could. May the good Lovd
enable themv to-do-so. I received aletter last night
from Martha. She is st invAtlantow and: seeams To-
enjoy herself very much: No-tidings by the last mail
fromv either of my boys. OW! It is so-distressing to-read
incidenty of that sanguinary battle in Mavyland. I
tremble to-think of it. I almost know that my darling
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sow iy invthe battle, but let him be where he may; he
still iy invthe handy of God,, for it iy God who-hay sent
thiy - desolating wowr upovw us? Ol How very humble
we should be, how patient, how prayerful, and Oh! So-
watchful and self-denying. Lovd help ws to-be all this
and more. Grant uy wisdomw and love to-thee for
Chwist’s sake:

October 7™

I had a visitor yesterday. Mr. McDonald came up and
spent anv howr or s0; he seems to-be av good. old mar.
He appeary to-be greatly pexplexed aboul procuwing
purchased invany of the storey inv Monticello: He sayy
it ix no-better inv Savannal I am so-thankful that I
have beenvenabled by the help of God to- hawe clotiv
enough woven; both to- clothe my childrvenw and my
sexrvanty. I hawve heard that my niece Saral Brooks is
dead. She had several childrven the last time I heard
fromheard and I suppose that they are now deprived
of a fond mother’sy care. I also-heard that my sister
Rachel iy now living quite near to-me; only about
fifteenv or twenty milesy away. My dear sister it has
been av long time since I have seenw yow and we have
botiv beenv deeply afflicted since that time:

October 9™
We ave all very busy trying to-do- something for the
poor soldiery inVirginiaw who- awve inva most suffering

conditiow for the want of clothing: I have not yet
heard from my sonAlexander since the great battle of
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Maryland, and it hay beenw a long time since I have
heard fromWirwwy. I find the carey of thiy life presses
heawvily upow me. It iy no-easy task to- manage
childrven by myself and servantly also. Sometimes I get
along pretty well but at other time everything seems to-
go-wrong; thiy hay beevv one of those daysy witho me. I
know the fault iy mine. Ol Lovd help me to-possess
wisdom and sound judgement irv all of my domestic
dulties.

October 107

Today I way very much surprised al the arrival of
Israel, owr servant who went away to- Tenwnessee with
brother Joe. He says he left Wirwy inv Kentucky, and
that he wasy well, he also-telly me that brother Joe has
resigned and gone home. A soldier came here just
before divwer and asked me for av drink of milk. I
gave hin some and thew gave hivu divwner; he iy just
fromVirginiaw He says he fought inthat bloody battle
of Shawrpsborough irnv Maryland.

October 12%:

Sabbath hay again rolled around and being av raivy
morning none of usy went to-church: I beginto-feel
truly alarmed about myself: I o so-easily beset with
temptation. Really the evil one knowethveach
wnguowded pant of owr nature and tempty uy theve the
most successfully. Ohl My God guard me at all points,
let not Satow triwmph over me. Thow also- knowest my
weaknesses, knowest how blind, how fraid, and corrupt
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I amy; but yet dear Lovd inthy mercy alone do-I rely
for pardovn and comfort.

Ten o’ clock at night

Some soldiery came to- me tonight after supper to-beg
me to- send thew in my wagownw to-Grooverville. I went
out and spoke to- them and gave them two- bottles of
wine and some cold supper I had invthe house. Poor
fellows; they were very grateful to- me for it. I loaned
them my wagow and arvextrahovse: They are going
to-protect Savarwmnalv ay i iy daily experiencing arv
attack fromvthe enemy. I received avletter fromv my
old father thiy evening: He says he prayy daily for my
darling boys who-awve invthe war and I must tell thew
whew I write to-thenu

October 15™:

This isx Wednesday. Ay nothing of much interest hay
occurred within the last two-or tiwee dayy (among usy
heve at home) I have made no-recovd inv my jowrnal:
There awe no-dry goods now to-be purchased invtoww
or country. I hear that cotton cloth now sells for
dollar per yard, whereay it formerly could be bought
for a bit per yard. I had to-pay yesterday twenty
dollary for two- sides of leather to- make shoes for my
negroes, and thew the making of themv will cost me
forty dollars. The times are dreadful, but thiy iy
nothing to-what I expect it will be:
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October 17%:

Tonight while we were at supper Israel came infrom
Thomasville. He sayy that Dr. Eaton told him that he
had seenv my sonAlexander a few weeksy ago-and that
he way sick irvthe hospital; but he could not remember
at what place whether at Richmond or Winchester.

Dr. Eaton says he will take o letter to- my son as he
expecty to- staunt again inv v few days for Richmond:

October 18™:

Our Associatiow iy now going o at the: New Hope
Chuwrch: It commenced yestevday and will keep on for
severold days. I have just received the papers and am
sorry to see that owr armies invthe west have had o
repulse. A most bloody battle hasy again beew fought
at Corinth.

October 20™:

Thisx is Monday. Yesterday morning I went to-the
association I cawried all of the childyrev with me.
Hen we arrived at the place which way about nine
miles from heve, we found anv inunense concourse of
people collected; both whitey and blacks. There wasy o
shed evected for the congregatiowto sit under. It way
covered witiv planty and kept off the suwv very nicely.
They had not commenced the exercises when we got
there. Mr. Brilly of Monticello-preached but owing to-
the bad seat which I occupied, being of o decoyed log
and also-that I wasy at the extreme end of the shed
where the congregation were very restlesy and moving
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speaker that I found it impossible to-listen to-the
discowrse ay I ought to-have done. After the
intermission duwring which time we partook of a
repast, we again wend to-the stand and thisy time I
procured a very nuich better seat thaw I had invthe
morning. Mr. Columbus Smith preached a very
beautiful sermony, I had heard: much about hivw asy v
preacher but never heawd him undid last evening.
Whew we reached home it was nearly dark;,

October 2274

I went to-bed last night very sick with high fever, but
father, I o much better although I still have av
headache. Mr. Everette came over to- see me yesterday
evening to-get up suppliey for the soldiers. I had beenw
very busy ever since last week working for them and
did not intend to-carry my contribution to-
Thomasville tll Thawsday but he hay offeved to-carry
them for me and. so-this will save me the trouble of
going. Clawa and Bobby went today to-the meeling at
Olive: chuwch where the association way held ay we
heard that the meeting was still going ov.

October 23

Today I sent twenty dollary to-Brother Blewet for his
pastoral sexvicey and five dolary to- aid i sending
the gospel to-the soldiers. Clawa and Bobby went
agaivtoday to-the meeting: It adjowrned this
everurg:
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October 24™:

Today I had the happiness of hearing from my beloved
sonwAlexander. He writes that Cobl’'y legion have been
permitted to-retuwrnw to-Georgia. Ohd Cawv it be possible
that I shall again behold the face of my boy inv this
world? He writey that young Godfrey was wounded ivv
the battle and had to-be left inn Maryland. How very
sorry do- I feel for hig paventy and for himw too, poor
fellow. My sow sent hiy sistersy o piece of the United
Statey flag which way swrendered at the taking of
Howper's Ferry. There hay beenw o great battle fought
inv Kentucky and it iy theve that my dear Winwy iy and
I have not heawrd from himv inv v long time:. Ol Lovd
enable me to-put my trust invthee fully and entively.
Give me move faith, more earnestnesy v prayer, morve
devoted love to-thee. On Thee, onthee alone great
Father of eternal life- do- I cast my cares.

October 26™:

Thix is the sabbath and a very cold and windy day.
The hawd-shell Baptisty are now holding their
association, which iy at the Morvial chawch about five
miles fromv heve, as we all had such bad colds none of
ws went out today. I read alouwd a sermon to-the
children; the text was “No- maw carv come unto- me
except the Father which sent me draw him.” Iw
looking into- my heart I see nothing but sin and
uncleanness, a quick impatient disposition. Alas!
Alas! I mowrn the evily of my natuwre. Oh God: draw
me to-thy dear sony, Holy Spirit enter invto- my sould,



reigw invvand rule over me. Lovd forgive me for arny
past sing and offences. Keep me O Keep me invthe

right way. OW Let not the tempter at any time lead
me astray. Grant thy spirit to- remain with me deawr
Lovd for Jesus sake:

October 28™:

AW ave sleeping invthe house except myself: And now
inv looking over the eventy and actiony of today, I see
a busy day, sewing, cawrding and spirwning wool to-
make my deow boy some clothing which he wrote to- me
that he was sadly invwant of: Mr. Evevelle came over
to- see uy this afterncon. Bobby iy preparing to-grind
sugowr cane:. He had the boilery fired today and ix
having the mil got invovder for grinding. I received
w letter fromw Mawthaw av few days ago. She hay takevv o
school inv Maconw and iy teaching now.

Novemdber 2™

Thix is the sabbath: Clara and Lona went to-church
today, but there way no-preaching. Alas! Thiy iy o sad
state to-live inj it iy so- seldom that we cawv get
preaching. I received v letter thisx movning from
Martho. She iy teaching school invMacon. She wanty
me- to- send her some of her clothes which she iy irv need
of: Oh Ol shine into-thiy my darkened heart, give me
strength to- enable me to-bear up under all the trialy
when I aun rebuked by thee, make the path of duty
plain to- my understanding; and o Forgive me my
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sinful wandering and uphold me witivtivy free spirit
for Jesus sake.

Novemlber 4%

Yesterday, which was Monday, was awv unconumonly
busy day for me. I also-wrote two-letters. One to
Martha and while I way writing to-her, Israel came
withea message from dear Winny, begging me to-send
hinv some clothes. I had to-stop writing Martha and
hwiry up some clothes and sew thew up inv abag for
him: I also-wrote to-my dear boy and commended
him to-the care of my Father inheaven. After Israel
went I finished my letter to- Mawtha and then packed
up her clothes inv a box this morning. Big Wil carried
it invthe buggy to-the depot, I hired him to-do-so-for
me, as all-of my servanty were very busy grinding cane
and boiling syrup. Israel told me that he heard that
Wirwy way inv o big battle which has been going ow
for nearly o week and the battle was still going ov
My poor boy, I may never see-thee again, but ohi My
God my trust is st invthee, for thow awt the saume
vesterday, today and forever? O Lovd let these
troubley exert o salutowy influence uporv me;, for I anv
so- sinful that I need thy rebukesy and chastisementy to-
drive me neawer to-thee all of the time. Give me move
faith and morve charity, sweet Christioww charily.

November 6™

Thiy morning I feel muwch better than I did last night.
I went to-bed feeling quite indisposed, but gradually
thiy morning my bad feelings left me. Yesterday, Lonav
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was nine years of age. My Little childven are fast
leawving the yeary of babyhood and infancy and are
now becoming responsible human beings. Ohd How
nmuch patience it iy necessawy for me to-possess who has
children to- raise. How different awe the dispositions of
my childven: Clara iy all that o fond mother could
wish, having her father’s surwy disposition, she is
quiet withal and dignified and of untiving assiduily.
And then dear Bobby iy a most wseful sonto- me: He iy
a most business-Like child, how I shall misy the dear
Little fellow when he goes to- school.

Novewmiber 97

This isthe Lovdy day. I read a beaudiful discourse to-
the children, the subject being; “The sin of unbelief.”
Own yesterday I went to-Monticello: My hovse gave out
before I reached theve and I went to-Liggy Clarke's
and borrowed a conweyance to-town, and after I had
tramsacted my business I retuwrned to- Liggy's where 1
had left my hovse and as he seemed better I came
home. The weather way extremely cold and riding in
the cold wind together with being without my divwer
all day gave me v severe headache. Whew I awrived
at home I found a letter fromw my dear Wiruy. My
poor boy, my heart sinks whew I reflect onthe
situation, Alas! My child what caw I do-for yow. Ohl I
know how great must have been yowr suffevings and
privations for yow to-tell me that yow would almost
rather die thaw go thwough such hawdships. Oh! My
God take care of my dear child who-has put his trust
invthee, and hay said that whether he lived or
whether he died he was the Lovd's.
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November 12%: Wednesday night

This morning I went to-Grooverville to-see aboul some
shoey being made. Clara Received o letter from
Wirwy. He sayy his situadiown iy muich belter thay it
way although hiy health still suffers from the
hardships he enduved. While we were at divwner today
w vigilance committee came heve and asked
permission to- search my sexrvanty houses, as therve had
been v mysteriowy document found intimating that
the blacky intended rising and that our negroes had
supplied the paper upow which the document was
written: It seemy that last night an incendiary buwnt
dowwn old Mr. Meltow's mill and thisy anovymous paper
way found fastened between the fence near where the
mill way burned:. The neighborhood: ix irv av state of

November 16™: Sunday

No-preaching ay wsuwal today. I have just finished
reading a beautiful sermon to-the children; the text
was, “He healethvthe brokenw invheart.” Ohl That I
could set such aw example to- my childvenw as to- make
them fall inv love witivthe religiov of Jesus Chwist. 1
know that example iy move thawvprecept. Ohd God
grant me that religiow which will- heal the hawrd
pressuve of everyday life, that religion which will
exhibit to-those awround me that I have beeww with
Christ. O Let me not trust to- a first experience of
grace, but merciful Father let me [know] I amv indeed:
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daily avocations. Help me dear Lovd to-remember
thee at all times, and on all occasions, inthe
training of my childven, and my servanty also; invall
Oh! Lovd hold me and let me not fall: AW my trust iy
inthee, dear Lovd save me for Chwist'y sake.

Novembey 19%:

Thiy is Wednesday, a gloomy, cdloudy day. I sent to-the
office thisx morning; hoping to-receive a letter fromv
one or other of my boysy but have received nowne from
either of thewu Our country's fate seemy just ay dark
today as it did last winter; no-ray of light breaks inv
upon ug. Poor Savarmaly iy each day expecting to-be
attacked. Oht God save my loved coundry.

November 23™:

Thiy is the Lovd’y day, and a beautiful day it is, clear
and cold and right. Ay uwsual I read a sermow alowd
to- my children, the text way “A bruised reed will He
not break and smoking flax will he not quench till He
send forth judgement unto-victory.” Thix iy indeed o
fowvorite one of the Spurgeons sermony wikiv me; it is
indeed sweet comfort for feeble sainty. I have become
quite despondent again. At times I feel so-cast down
that I can scarcely take anw interest in anything. Oh/
The grief at my heart, the anxiety about my poor boys
neither of whom I can heaw avword from: OW Lovd
upow thee do- I roll the buwdew of my carey, deawr Lovd
let all of this anguish of Spirit be lost inv love of thee.
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Novembey 2 5%

Ow yesterday Iswael came herve from Doughterty Co:
and brought me a letter from brother Joe. He says he
will try and be here inva week or two. Thiy afternoow
Mrs: Jones and Mrs. Dugger came heve to-see me. 1
hear that the smallpow iy quite near to- uy being at
Valdosta, which iy only thirty miles fromvhere. May
God invthis tender mercy forbid that it should come
here.

November 29™:

Ow yesterday Mr. Evervette caume to- see me o businesy
about paying my taxes and other things. My taxes
were twenty dollars; o lawger sumvthow I thought it
would be: Inthe evening Israel brought two-paiv of
shoes which I had engaged him to-have made for me:
They cost me ten dolars; two small pairy for the
childrew'y shoes (everyday) to-cost tenw dollars. Wells
well, thix iy almost incredible: I heard yesterday that
o pair of cotton covdy sold for fifty dollary. I also-
heard that inv Savammnmaivthey were selling calico-at
two-dollawy per yowrd:. The city nuust be drained of
everything for the citizeny have to- buy homespuw from
the: country people:

Novemlber 307

Another sabbath hay rolled around: A beaudiful day
and no-preaching ay usual. Ohd The destitution of
this country. What would I give to-be where we could
somelimesy have religious privilegesy. Well, the
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material consequences of having no-preaching o
Sundayy iy that the people tuke the sabbath ay o
regular visiting day and Ohd How unpleasand this is
to- me to-entertouiny vigitory ovv Gods holy day. That day
that we shouwld employ in reading; meditation and
prayer. OW God forgive all that I hawve said, and
thought thiy day which was wrong. Blessy me with thy
love for Christ’s sake.

December 7™

It seems that the sabbath is the ondy day now that I
recovd inv my journal, ay this iy again the sabbat. I
have beenw wnwell nearly the whole week hawving takerv
a violent cold attended with sore thwroat and
hoarseness. One day during the past week I heard
that poor Celia way lying at the point of deathv irv
Quitmany, I also-heard that she wanted to-see me very
much. I sent Shed and Grace in the caxt to- go-and. see
heyv. They found her alive and that way all. I expect
she hay died long since thig. I should have liked so-
nuch to-have seen her but was too- wnwell to- leave
home: I received a letter from Mawrtha thiy week and
one from my father. I amvafraid that she hay lost her
bow of clothing that I sent her ay she writes me that
she hasy not received it. Thiy indeed will be o losy these
hawd times. It iy now night and o very cold night
indeed. I have just heard (thiyevening) that young
Pat Godfrey hay retwrned home. I hear that hiy left
armv hay beenw amputated above the elbow. He arvived
deaw boysy. How must they suffer thiy cold night if they
ave exposed and that iy almost alwayy the case: Lovd
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invthy handy do- I commit myself and all that I hold
dear. Remember my poor absent boys tonight. Oh!
God watch over them for good regawd my prayer Oh
God watch over thew for good for Chwist’y sake:

December 9™

Ow yesterday afternoon Mry. Josiah Everette come over
to- see me and thiy evening we had o visit from Pat
Godfrey. Itway sad to-see the poor young mawv with
only one arm. He seemy inv good spirity and praises
the kindnesy of the Marylanders. He sayy he hasy not
heard fromv my dear Alexander invtwo- monthy and
south

December 117

Today the Commissionery assigned wmy dower. The
gentlemen dined here: I received a letter fromv
Mawtha today inv which she informed me that she had
received her bow of clothing: I also-received a note
from the woman who- hired, Celiav informing me that
Celiav was better but that I must send someone there to-
nurse her ax she iy not able to-do so-herself: I sentthe
note over to-Mr. Everette by Tonuny. Tom sayy that Mr.
Everette was very much put out with the womaw about
it. While Tonuny way at Mr. Everette’s; Dr. Malott was
there vaccinating all of the family for the smallpoyx, so-
he vaccinated Towuwny with the rest of thesu




December 14™;

This iy the sabbathv. I have just finished reading a
most interesting discourse alond to-the children. The
text was, fromv Genesiy 16, “Thow God see’est me” O
God may thiy sermon which I have read today
produce some effect invmy childrven, let it cause them
to- think deeply of their resporsibility to-thee. Let it be
as bread cast upon the waters which will be found
after many daysy.

December 21%:

Thix ix againthe Lord's day but owing to-the smallpox
everyone to-keep asy much out of the way of it ay
possible; so-we have concluded not to-go-to- chuwrch,
although it iy Brother Blewett's davy to-preach inv
Grooverville: Dr. Daniels vaccinated Bobby yesterday
and sayy he will comes ivv o few dayy and vaccinate the
whole place, servanty and all. I have not received a
letter from Alexander nor Wiy in such av lengtiv of
time that I despair of ever heawing from them any
move. The last letter fromv deor Alexander was writtesw
ever since October 27*. He then wrote that he way
coming to-Georgia:. Since that letter I have never
heard fromhimwu I have looked for hinv uwniti my
heawt failsy: Ohd God spare my poor boys for Jesus sake.

December 2274

Today I had all of the childven and negroesy
vaccinated by Dr. Molatt. The weather is very dvy. We
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have had remarkably cold weather lately but it iy now
twrning warmer. Colds are very persistent at thiy time
of year and prevalent.

December 25™:;

Thiy is Chwistmas day. The day we celebrate ay the
birthvof owr Sawviowr. Mavy sad, very sad changes
have travspived since the last time we celebrated this
day. Yesterday Israel came from Doroughty, he sayy
that brother Joe carv not come at thiy time. He sayy
that he heard from son Alexander and from Wivuny
also-and they were both of them well: Mr. Everette and
Pat Godfrey came heve today. Mr. Everette brought me
a paper, i it was arv account of anv awful battle irv
Virginiaw at Fredricksburg: Among the many brave
mewv who- have fallevv invthis battle iy General T. R. R.
Cobl; the General under whomw my sorvAlex way
serving. I also-heard that Captairy Ned Lawton was
wounded. May akind and graciousy God grant that
the life of my precious sow be spared.

December 26™;

Today we had some visitors, Mr. Jones the howd-shell
preacher dined here and thisy afternoon the Misses
Godfrey and young Tilmoarw came over to-see my
childves. Tomorrow Bobby expecty to-go-to-
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Decewmber 28%;

This is the sablbath-and I am at home withe my
childven. No-preaching today. I read a sweel
discowwrse aloud to-the children. It way “Songy inthe
Night.” O Who- cawv sing whewn they are in suchs
suspense and anriety ond perplexity ay I am? Alas! I
know not what to-do. OW God help me poor weak and:
trembling creature that I anv
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