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Historic St. Augustine

St. Augustine, the nation’s oldest city, is situated
at the confluence of the Matanzas, North and San
Sebastian rivers. Here in this natural fortress — 55
years before the Pilgrims landed in Massachusetts —
the Spanish Captain-General Aviles founded St.
Augustine.

Its cosmopolitan atmosphere and Spanish origin
are reflected in crumbling parapets and walls, ancient
Castillo de San Marcos and twisting streets. To lend
reality to its Old World charm are horse-drawn sur-
reys, quaint and unusual restaurants and low, over-
hanging balconies festooned with bright-flowering
begonia and bougainvillaea.

Some of St. Augustine’s attractions, shown on the
map above, are described here.
CASTILLO DE SAN MARCOS NATL. MON.
Moat-encircled fort begun by Spanish in 1672.
Guardrooms, dungeon, soldiers’ quarters, chapel.
Conducted tours 9-4 daily. 10c.
CITY GATES. Once the only gates in a wall which
guarded the northern approach to the Spanish colony.
FOUNTAIN OF YOUTH. Spring which dramatizes
Ponce de Leon’s legendary “Fountain of Youth.”
Indian burial ground. Museum. 7-7 daily. 80c.
LIGHTNER MUSEUM OF HOBBIES. Collection
of unusual hobbies. 9-9 weekdays, 1-9 Sunday. 70c.
OLD SPANISH TREASURY. Relic of Spanish oc-
cupation. Period furnishings. Open 9-5 weekdays. 30c.

OLDEST HOUSE. This ancient dwelling is open
9-6 daily. Guided tours. 50c.

OLDEST WOODEN SCHOOLHOUSE. Red-cedar
building where early-day students learned their three
“R’s.” Educational exhibit. 8-6 daily. 50c.

RIPLEY MUSEUM. Oddities from the “Believe-It-
Or-Not” collections of the late Robert L. Ripley.
Open 9-9 daily. $1 (children 50c).

SHRINE OF NUESTRA SENORA DE LA LECHE.
On site of oldest Catholic mission in the country.
VILLA ZORAYDA. Moorishreproduction of Spain’s
‘Alhambra. Open by special arrangement only.
WAX MUSEUM. Wax figures of famous people.
Open 8-9 daily. 85c¢.
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