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rate in our dstrict as evidenced by the total of all types of farm
plans processed in 1954, During the year 47 plans were processed.
As of December 3, ?& conservation farm plans have been prepared
with cooperators of this distriet. Of this total 252 are considered
active plansj that is, one or more conservation practices are being

garried out according to farm plans.

mmm-mmummﬂmmmmm
hag lnereased v to sound congervation practices. Local
banks and other loan agencies consider a loam made to a farmer who




This past year we have witnessed the damaging effects of both dry
geasons on owr lands. We are conocerned aboul having an
adequate supply of good water when it is needed and removing surplus
ns of heavy rainfall. We will continue
te work for a county-wide water eontrol



Section 3
Ferestyry and Wildllfe

Approximately 70,000 acres in owr distriet are classified as woodland
and are best used by leaving them permanently in this crop. MHany of
owr farm plans have a woodland section in them and it has been the
poelicy of the Distriet Swpervisors to encourage leaving it as such for
timber, game, and wildlife preservations,

We have

cbserved the fine work dene by the local fire contrel wnit
of the Florida Forest Service. The forestry widt is assisting local
woodland and pasture owners in ploughing firelanes and helping to pre-
vent or control fires. We will comtinue our suppert to owr local

trict, our birdlife activity has been retarded to a noticeabls extent.
In owr farming areas, birds are especially valuable to our farmers
and ranchers by destroying harmful insects and rodents. COur district
realizes the need for preservation of ow birdlife and is engaging in
4 program with some of our cooperdtors to plant partridge peas and a
new strain of bicolor Lespede;a for feed which will attract a more
active birdlife in ouwr communities.




Sectden U
Pasture and Hange

Pasture development and improvement continue at a rapid rate in
the district. To date, approximately 9,633 acres have been cleared
and permanent pastures established by cooperators,

Pensacols Bahia still leads among seeded grasses and “angola leads
all other sprigged grasses. Coastal Bermuda looks promising on some
of our cooperators' farms and we predict an increase in acreage
especially on pastures with good moisture and fertility.

We highly recommend the practice of overseeding flatwoods grass pas-
tures with clover and high well-dpained grass pastures with Halry
indige. Many of our cooperators have proved to themselves that
thelr profit return on their improved pastures has increased by fol-
lowing tne recommended practice of rotatlonal grasing.

We believe that much can be done to increase and improve our pasture
program by establishing a district nursery; we are now negotiating
for a plot of land sultable for owr meeds. With a well-planned

we will be better equipped to put owr ideas to practice. 1%
is planned to test grasses and plants that we belicve are adapted to
and will be beneficial to our district.

There are several thousand acres of prairie land in this district
eapable of producing very good pastures; however, the salt content

in most of this land is so high that our improved grasses aad clovers
will not grow productively. It is our belief that with a good drainage
-nmumumwnwrmmermwmmm
each year, most of these salts wlll be leached cut and this acreage
will become productive in a few years.

A test is being made on prairie land owned by cne of our coocpsrators
in which the salt content was extremely high before development. How-
m.ﬂnuapoddrﬂm-mhuhuhmmmmmu“phh
indiecate a remarkable reduction in salt content over the past three
years. Now a goed stand of pangola and white dutch clover is thriving
on this land where even native grasses could not grow before. As an
indication of the productivity of this heretofore worthless land, this
coopsrator cut pangola silage three times with an average of eight tens
per cutting per acre this past swmer.




Section 5
Special Crops

Since we advocate a diversified program of agriculture in our dis-
trict, we must place more emphasis on needs of s=all special erop
farmers. As an indication of the lmportance of special erop p
duction within the district, we have over one hundred acres of
Asparagus Plumosus ferns and fifteen acres of swall house plants
groving under slat sheds. Ve alsc have fifteen acres of Caladiums
for bulbs and a small acreage of Gloriocsa for flowers. Misecellanecus
cut flowers are growm for the florlst trade.

With m‘tﬂ conservation practices applied, we believe that much
can be done to increase our speclal crop acreage and add to the
economlc stabllity of owr commanity.



Gection 6
Citruws and Cover Crops

Citrus ranks as ocne of the most important crops grown in the Seminole

Cur citrus growers, as a whole, are among owr most eonservatlone-mindsd
people but some remain Yo be sold on the idea of conservation insofar

plants suitable for mulch for grove.

Cwr distriet recommends Hairy Imdigo in young groves and muleh on
older groves where insufficient sunlight would not perait good growth
of a cover crop. where irrigation problems arise, the district recome-
mends the pipe sprinkier system and that the source of water be care-
fully determined by the farmer with the cooperatlon of cur techmical
staff. We hope to have more gitrus farmers as cooperators next year.



The Beard did not receive any financial assistance from other
sources for use on district work during the year. Our only scurce
of income was derived from rent of cur rotary-iype mower to coopera-
tors for mowing cover crops, crop residue, and pastures. The mowver
s rented out for a nominal fee on a per-day basis.
mOWer

The has proved to be a very wseful plece of equipment, and
because of the popular demand of the mower, the Distriet plans the
purchase of another vne whenever funds are avallable.

The remaining conservation needs in the district are:

| il

Pragtices Unit Humber
Cover Cropping Ac. 16,232
Stubble Mulching P 16,492
Crop Hotations Az, 8,082
Pasture Planning AcC. a, 346
Woodland "rotection ACs 70,000
Fish "onds Noe 10
Farm m‘ AQw H.g
Open Dralns M.

Farrow Irrigation Ac. 47,000
Irrigation Pumping Plants lios 28€
Irrigation Water Management Ac. 21,179
Land Smoothing Age 4,089
Spoilbank Leveling Cu.Yds. 35554, 375
Tile Drains lin. Ft. 3,000,000
wWell Censtruction No. Lo

Respectfully sulwitted,
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