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Mr. J. C. Chase,
Jacksonville, Fla.

Dear Josh:

I overlooked advising you about a conference
I had with Mr. Yothers yesterday afternoon with regard to
total shipments the Florida Citrus Exchange has made this
season up to date. He seemed to speak in an authoritative
way, as if he had gotten his information from one of the
Exchange officials. His statement was that up to date
the Exchange had shipped only approximately four million
boxes of fruit. I doubt if there are two million boxes
of fruit left in the state and if the Exchange ships half
of this that will make one million or a total of five
million boxes for the season of 1923-24. If it is a fact
that they ship one-third, or approximately 33 1/3% of the
total crop out of the state they should have shipped to
date closer to seven million than five million.

We all know that this Lake Wales drive has not
resulted in double the Exchange's prospects for business.
My own personal belief is that they will not have 50% of
the crop at the time they finish their solicitations. A
great many growers whom they are counting on to join the
Exchange are ex-Exchange members and they express them-
selves as not being at all interested to experiment.. 7
further with the Exchange. I know for a fact where we
have been operating houses continually since the Exchange
was created their holdings are very light and the recent
drive has not resulted in much increase in business, es-
pecially when one figures it down to volume computed in
boxes. No doubt there are a good many new members, but
these new members are mostly small growers and have small
tonnage.

I would not quote Yothers statement only so far
as quoting his figures, but would not quote his name as
he might not wish to be drawn into this controversy.

I am passing a copy of this letter on to Mr.
Skinner as informationt
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Yours very truly,
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