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The nation's busiest construction site, and
casily the most unusual, is Walt Disney World's
new destination vacation resort and Magic King-
dom theme park in Central Florida.

Where else can you see an entire hotel suite
“fIy" through the air — or a golden spire lifted
18 stories to the top of a castle for Cinderella®

With some 6,000 workers now on the sile
hurrving toward an October opening — the Dis-
ney project is currently the nation’s largest non-
governmental construction effort.

It will cost $200-million by opening day.

Workers have already completed a mid-
Victorian railroad station, City Hai and half a
Main Street from the turn-of-the century.

They are moving ghost figures inlo &
Haunted Mansion.

Strange looking towers for a “Cambodian
Ruins” now appear amid lush tropical growth in
Adventureland although the river for the Jungle
Cruise has vet to be filled with water.

But a mile-wide, man-made lagoon is nearl)
filled and the first of three sidewheel steam-
boats is almost ready for launching. Its “walk-
ing beam™ engine with leeter-totter rocking
arm is the first one buili like this in more than
100 vears.

Fifty-vear-old steam railroad engines —
four of them from the jute fields of Yucatan
being completely rebuilt in a Tampa shipyard —
are nearly ready for painting. Five old-fashioned
open-air excursion cars are being built for each
train.

Half of a six-truin Deei of sleeh monoratl
trains is nearing completion in an Orlando

space plant, while huge monorail heams, arriv-
ing dailv from the Pacific Northwest are lifted
into place on pylons circling the Walt Disney
World lagoon.

A connecting strait between the lugoon and
150-acre Bay Lake is ready for its first water-
horne traffic.

P
1% it

On the shores of the lake, one of the world’s
most unusual buildings — a 14 story tower for
the Contemporary Resort-Hotel — encompasses
a central concourse =o vast it is named *“Grand
Canvon™. Monorail trains will pass through it

Rooms, completely equipped with baths
mirrors, sliding glass doors and all plumbing.
heating and electricity, are built in a factory
four miles east of the site, then trucked to the
A-shaped steel skeleton and swung up and into
place with giant cranes,

More than 150 hotel rooms are in place in
the tower. Another 600 such rooms are already
arranged in three-story Bayside wings flanking
the main tower, Similar units soon will he swung
into place at the Polynesian Village just across
the lagoon. Each hotel will he a complete resort
with facilities for conventions, recreation and
entertainment. Some 200 conventions and meet.
ings have already been scheduled in the hotels
for 197:.

!

WALT DISNEY HAD A DREAM . .

'

{All photos on this page exclusive in The
sanford Herald by John A. Spolski, associate
editor.)

In every direction are other and more varied
projecis in various stages of completion,

Fairways are nearly playable on the Mag-
nolia Goll Course — one of two 18-hole cham-
pionship courses. More than 1,000 swaying palms
are in place on the Palm Course and its grass s
also turning green,

Paving machines are at work in the 14,000
car main parking area.

Cumpsites are being groomed in the Fort

Wilderness camping area for recreationnl ve-
hicles. Four steambeat docks huve been com-
pleted,

A four-lune divided boulevard from 1.5,

Highway 192 across five miles of woodland and
plain to the construction site has been paved and
lundscaped.

Within the Disnevland-type theme park. a
smull ocean is nearly ready for submarine
voyages “20,000 Leagues Under the Sea”™

Theaters ure being finished for “Country

-

. AND EVERYONE'S HAPPIER

tNVY OF ALL K]
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DS... A MAN.MADE TREE HOUSE AND TREE

Bear Jubilee”, Mickey Mouse Revue and The
Hall of Presidents where all 26 chief executives
from Washington to Nixon, will appear in life-
like realism on stage,

The “Audio-Animatronics” svstem figures
for these and other shows are h.n-mu “taught™

to move and =peak by Disnev “Imagineers” and
thelr computers ul WED l.ll'nrlaf; < in Glen-
dale. Calif, The first such figures are in tran-

sit from the Pacific Coast,
Among
gle animals”,

them zre Disnes “fun-
singing bears, ghosts and the col-
orful birds, flowers and tropical gods who will
=ing al the Sunshine Pavilion in

Elaborate stage “N's a Small
World” with 1ts 600 singing and dancing *“chil-
dren” and for Mr, Toad's Wild Ride are being
installed, Similar sets for Snow White's Adven.
ture and Peter Pan’s Flight are being painted
in scenic design shops,

Among many dining facilities, the thorough-
Iy Victorian Crystal Palace restaurant is thrust-
ing its glass domes into the skvline, Giant gothie
arches are in place for another unique dining
spot, King Stefan's Banguet Hall in Cinderella's
Castle.

Exlerior

chiuracters

\dventureland,
stls  [or

work is flinished on sueh saried
structures as a steamboatl landing, 4 New Eng-
lund tavern and an alpine =ki-lift =tvle chalet.

All across the nation |-l'|'|-_ cars and other
componenis for these and other adventures are
heing manufactured, painted and
the sile,

First of 90 antiqgue wooden horses are on
their way for one of the world's largest carrou-
sels,

Thousands ol trees, shrubs and
planis are being planted as part of the carefully
planned landseape which covers the 2.500-acre
family resorl.

A 12,000-watt central energy plant is ready
to supply power and air-conditioning for the
entire site. Other utility planis are nearing com-
pletion. Giunt piping is in place for an aulo-
mated trash disposal system.

_.\ new sense of excilement has heen appur-
ent in recent weeks among the 6,000 workmen at
the site and hundreds more in factories, design
shops and planning rooms as six vears of design
and building are now taking solid form.
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Disney World—Vacation Kingdom'—=To Open Soon,
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Editorial Comment

Nixon's TV Indochina Address Missed The Boat

President Nixon's globally brosdeast TV up-
dsting on the Indochite War must be listed &s & lost
opportunity for & display of courngeous Jeadership
and the ncceptance of that occusion as & means 10
re-stute old convictions &nd resolves,

1t was nlmost xe though an official charged with
overall direction of weather control had stood in the
midst of & hurricsne while explaining what effective
gteps had been taken to mansge such natural disns-
ters

in the nationa! leadership &nd had shaken the Army
throughout its chain of command.

His sudience included many who had looked for
% major, specific move for peace by the Communder-
in-Chief which would have shown that this nationsl
Callev-inspired outburst of public concern with peti-
tions, telephone calls and telegrams had had the kind
of response from President Nixon that it merited.

However, the President confined his 20-minute
TV presentstion to the state of saffrirs which existed

soldiers from the 542400 maximum to the 284,000
tota] expected by May 1st, with &n increased rate
hringing more ground forces home hefore Dec. 1.

Yet the killing poes on. That it is now being
done by Vietnamese to Vietnamese in ground fight-
ing &nd from the sir by the mighty American Air
Force does little to sutisfy the conscience of the
growing number of Americins who want the slsugh-
ter stopped.

The AWAreness the

of Commander - in - Chief,

Criticism of the Nixon TV performance has al-
resdy come from Democrats who have their eyes on
the White House with the 1972 campaign in mind.
This is to be expected. But these times -— especially
right now — should deny politics its usual role.

The setting of & date for the final withdrawal
of all U.S. troops from Indochina is an action that the
Commander-in-Chief has been urged to make.

Yet the Nixon appraisal of this was nothing
new. He argued it would play into the hands of the

Bv Tom Raum
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