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 Unfair To The Taxpayer
Mr. TVxnk Evan* dUclopunp at th« Ctty CcRnmlisttion
mating Monday night that certain Important buxines*
pnijuTtifH arc escaping taxation Is indicative of a condi-
tion which has existed In this city sine* the closing days
of the boom, steadily growing worse until the time has
come when It must be corrected if any taxes at all arc to
,» collected, henceforth, in this dty.

n seems that at least four of the most important
hiixincys projwrtW 6ri First Street hkrfng both stores ana
offices for rent, have paid no taxes, cither to the dty, or
to the state and oJdunty, since 1926 or 1927. One of them
is reported a» owing $28,462.48 in delinquent taxes. Another
cne is $13,680.61 In arrears; another one $17,851.22 behind;
and still another, $11,095.93 behind. Not only have the
owners of these buildings paid no taxes for ths paat eight
yr nine years, but they npparenlly are making no effort, to
settle their delinquencies* or to p«> up in th* future.

Meanwhile, other stores and office buildings have
been pitying their t*xos and d ing their full P*rt toward
the..maintenance.of the schools, fire and police departments,
snd the operation of the other departments of the city and
roonty governments. At the mime time they hnve been
forced to compete for tenants with building* on which no
taxes are being paid. Plainly enough, any building which
pays no taxes at oil ran well afford to rent its space to
terfants at considerably Jess than another building having
to pay four or five thousand dollum a year to ths city and
vounlv governments.

It seems reasonable to«**tim* that the ultimate result
of this situation will be that every owner of business prop-
Tty will atop paying taxes. Hither property owners, still
(laying taxes, will crane to the conclusion that there ia t»>
reason why they should pay luxe* If nothing I* going to be
done atiuut It for not paying. Or ail their tenants will fi-
nally move out. going into the non-taxpay ing buildings where
rents are cheaper, snd making it impossible fur thexu*. who
would Jwy taxes, totlo so.

It Is perfectly clear that the taxpayer I» being diacrimi-
iriled ugiiinst in favor of the tux-dodger This is a situation
shlf-h should be taken cognizance of at the earliest poaaible
moment and some means found either *>f forcing tax pay-
mriiti* or of rinsing buildings on which las*-, are no longer
paid It Is not fair that the ta* rtxiger should be fnvoTed
ut tin *;«rifire nf the taxpayer.

KiiHy Money

Tin' tendency on the part of the Legislature to puss
laws legalising jin aim games, ami promoting gumhling.
lollerics <and other guine* uf chunre in one form or an-
olher, up wall as ita attitude on ensy divorve. a*w*king to
make this stale comiwte with Nekadn In the encourage-
rnent of dlri rcea Is something In > concerned slhiiil not
only from a mini .tnndjwilnt but also with rwgnrd to its
iiltitnnle rfTu-t ujain lilisiliess

Every dollar which goes Into a |wn mutuel
is Jijpt one iK.llar which is not sjietil in retail trade
Every nnkel *ciii<di i* >lro]'|l.v] Into » slot maciiine is n
»ix*kesl which cannot 1.- .Jient for bread We read In the
:l.rv i.odds Jx'onomist. u ilepartrrirnt store nuignxlne, thnt
tin. |Jiro«.rd eas* money craze in the pari nf the public
n. >Mitl.*illarl* well Ikplfnxl liy tjie cha il letl#-., Is some
eI'Ing alMitd whn h mer. liailla should lie especially anxious

machine

“A. « -lrrll) liliainens m allei" tlic- I'Afuiofiil<'’ ss)J
ii".iiliing . In*ulil plan stain In orgnliize i'|>poaitinn to Ihem
11In* | «tterie*. the pari inikluels, und oilier ruay loiMiey
Iwlii.ni*.i p»nl to an* nth.-r prij.ianl. which Inxvilve the
hue .f ntinietbing fo» nothing" Tin- Kconomist report.
"hsl dnriiig the taiing season In fliirlnititl i ekllijcfinik* by

fUt.HN-lkw,! 11! Uia. wk-eljkak k.U-ktewaOrk... da-!.*»e. *u,j6 T»ZWAtk»Cj*.
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